Mississippi River Parkway Commission
701 East Washington Avenue, Suite 202
Madison, WI 53703

All-American Road Nomination Working Meeting – Wisconsin
March 9, 2020 (12:00 – 1:00pm)


Confirm AAR Application Lead Contacts:
Sherry Quamme – Chair for WI-MRPC
Drew Nussbaum – WI Department of Tourism (WI-MRPC member)
Liat Bonneville – WI Scenic Byways Coordinator (WisDOT)

Discuss application preparation rolls:
Preparer (applicant/author): Sherry Quamme???
Initially the thought was Sherry would fill this role, but due to some of the technical pieces required, she is uncertain if she is the right person. To maybe alleviate some of her concerns, Francis offered up the MS-Word form version of the nomination application for use. Form fields have been added to help facility the use of the form – use Tab to navigate. Word limits are not a function available in MS-Word forms.


It was requested that WI-MRPC report to Francis & Carol if a change in who might fill this role is made.

We are working on a nomination form that also includes all of the Q&As received to date – specifically attached to the portions of the nominations that apply to them directly.

Francis and Carol will distribute this HELP document as soon as it is completed.

Signatory: Liat Bonneville
As the WI Scenic Byway Coordinator, Liat will receive drafts, review, comment and follow-up as needed with the preparer.

Point of Contact: Still to be determined.
This discussion will likely occur at the next WI-MRPC meeting (one is currently scheduled for 4/17, but they are looking to schedule one sooner than that.

This person will handle any questions or clarifications requested by the FHWA reviewers of the AAR Nomination application (in the portal).

It was requested that WI-MRPC report this assignment to Francis & Carol.

Content Contributors:
The exact contributors also have yet to be determined fully, but primarily the mapping products (GPS, shape files and such) will be provided by WI-DOT. Liat did express concern over the quality of “maps” that might be generated from WisDOT. Liat will work with her supervisor to determine what deliverables WisDOT can provide and the resources necessary to complete them. Sherry is also going to contact the Minneapolis firm that has created the WI-GRR maps available on the website to see what they may be able to incorporate in the realm of maps.

Wisconsin FHWA Contact:
Bethaney Bacher-Gresock - Bethaney.Bacher-Gresock@dot.gov

Critical path:
Items that may cause concern either because of timing, dependency on others, effort or other factors was discussed. Francis and Carol mentioned some common ones from other state teleconferences. These included:

Letters of Support:
Letters of support was discussed on two levels:
· Multi-Jurisdictional applications – this would be where the byway is under the jurisdiction of other agencies for portions, but those other jurisdictions are not submitting a separate nomination (it is not believed to be within anything other than highway jurisdiction – state statute)
· Other general letters of support – not related to jurisdiction
 
Francis described the overall goal to push for National or Regional letters of support where that agency or group may have interest in multiple states. The Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative was used as an example.

Francis will provide a copy of the table that is being used to track this coordination, also includes Minnesota local tracking.


Wisconsin will provide a similar table back to Francis and Carol to help facilitate the national/regional responses if more are identified.

Table should include opportunities to pursue agencies, tribes or other groups at National, Regional or Local level and:
Identify overlapping states
Work with Francis and Carol to identify who (state or National Office) will pursue support at national or regional level

Reminder that all letters, regardless of the level identified above, must be compiled and attached as a single PDF (multiple pages) in the application.

Example verbiage for letters and resolutions are attached:





Drew offered to reach out to Legislatures for letters of support. It was mentioned that the National Caucus of Environmental Legislators was an identified national group that a letter/resolution of support was going to be pursued. Wisconsin can then decide if this would be the same group or that it might be more a local level of support.

Identification of Features that support the Intrinsic Qualities (max. 16) with supporting pictures (max. 3 per feature) with a description (500 word limit) :
Features should be points of interest, sites, resources or events

The feature table and other materials developed so far by Minnesota is attached. The table is being used as a vetting tool for Minnesota so that they choose the strongest 16 features that support the two intrinsic qualities.



 
 
Points of consideration include:
What intrinsic quality does element speak strongest to?
Does element have national or international significance?
Does element have direct/indirect connection to Miss. R?
Does element by proximity connect to Miss. R?

Mapping:
This was discussed earlier in the meeting – refer to Content Contributors portion above.

It was summarized that some of the attributes that need to be included were way finding, features, fuel stops (including alternative fuel locations) and turn by turn directions. Similarly, to the letters of support, all mapping must be compiled into a single (multi-page) PDF for attachment in the nomination portal.

Corridor Management Plan:
This was mentioned in short – only that both the Wisconsin State CMP and the 10-State CMP (this can include any amendments or addendums to either plan) should be attached in the nomination portal. You will be restricted to a single document, so again compiled into a single (multi-page) PDF, which can also include any amendments or addendums to either plan. Both documents can then be referenced when completing section 6, specifically addressing the 18 points that must be covered for AAR consideration.

Intrinsic Qualities:
Primary: History (all ten states – aligns with NSB designation)
Secondary: It was confirmed here that the 2nd intrinsic quality can be independent of the other 10-states and be more specific to Wisconsin. Culture, Scenic and Recreational were discussed. Encouragement to work through the process started by MN to determine which intrinsic quality your features speak strongest to at the national or international level before deciding which intrinsic quality WI chooses as their 2nd.

Confirm/Establish any interim deadlines:
Interim deadline for Wisconsin is between April 17 (soft) and April 24 (hard). This will be the initial submittal allowing for state review and comment prior to the official FHWA deadline of May 15.

Questions or suggestions from webinar to follow up on:
Q1: Can the webinar content be accessed?

A1: The webinar can be access in its entirety at https://connectdot.connectsolutions.com/psuvugpsoi0w/ or a hard copy of the presentation is attached here: 

Next Meeting Opportunities:
Opportunities were described by Francis. MRPC Transportation Committee will meet during the week of March 23-27 and again at the Semi-Annual meeting in Baton Rouge (April 20-24).

Next Wisconsin MRPC meeting is April 17, but they are looking for another between now and then.

[bookmark: _GoBack]There was appreciation for this individual state call and would prefer additional teleconferences between March 23-30 and another between April 6-10. Francis has already scheduled both meetings for Wednesday, March 25 at 9:00am and Monday, April 6 at 1:00pm.
		Mission Statement: Preserving, promoting and enhancing the Mississippi River Parkway for communities and travelers
Phone: 866-763-8310  •  Fax: 608-242-8896
Web Site: ExperienceMississippiRiver.com  •  E-mail: info@experiencemississippiriver.com


image2.emf
NationalRegional_A

gencyGroup.xlsx


NationalRegional_AgencyGroup.xlsx
National-Regional

		National or Regional - All American Road Letters of Support

		Agency/Group		Reason		States Impacted																				Who Will Do Outreach		Notes

						AR		IA		IL		KY		LA		MN		MO		MS		TN		WI

		National Park Service		GRR runs through/near parks 												x										John Anfinson (MN)		Reach out to two regions of NPS, which should cover all ten states

		US Fish & Wildlife Service		GRR runs through/near refuges												x						x				Sherry Quamme (WI), Sabrina Chandler (USFWS)

		Army Corps of Engineers		Mississippi River management												x												Should this be on list?

		US Department of Agriculture		GRR runs through???												x												Should this be on list?

		US Forest Service		GRR runs through National Forests												x

		National Caucus of Environmental Legislators		Common Mission												x								x		Anne Lewis

		US Coast Guard		Navigable Waters of the US																								Should this be on list?

		Mississippi River Cities & Towns Initiative		Represents mayors from all ten states												x								x		Sherry Quamme (WI), Terri McCoulough (AR) and Anne Lewis (MN)		Sherry provided draft resolution to LaCrosse Mayor for MRCTI consieration this week, Terri M at the meeting.

		Mississippi River Country		10-State Tourism Group												x								x		Terri McCoulough (AR), Anne Lewis (MN)

		Rodney Slater		CMP presentation at 2019 MRPC Semi-Annual Meeting												x												He gave a compelling review of the value of managing the byway and it's meaning to the nation





















MN

		MN Great River Road - All American Road Letters of Support

		Agency/Group		Reason		Single State or Multi State		Who Will Do Outreach		Notes

		National Park Service		GRR runs through/near parks 		Multi state		John Anfinson (MN) will reach out to two regions of NPS, which should cover all ten states		In MN, Mississippi National River and Recreation Area provides a technical advisor to the MN-MRPC and is an ongoing project partner

		US Fish & Wildlife Service		GRR runs through/near refuges		Multi state				Start with contacts anyone has at the Upper Mississippi National Fish and Wildlife Refuge?

		Army Corps of Engineers		Mississippi River management		Multi state				Should this be on list?

		US Department of Agriculture or    US Forest Service		GRR runs through National Forests		??				In MN, GRR runs through Chippewa NF

		National Caucus of Environmental Legislators		Common Mission				Anne Lewis		Anne's suggestion

		Rodney Slater		CMP presentation at 2019 MRPC Semi-Annual Meeting		Multi-State				He gave a compelling review of the value of managing the byway and it's meaning to the nation

		Mississippi River Cities & Towns Initiative		Represents mayors from all ten states		Ten states		Sherry Quamme (WI), Terri McCoulough (AR) and Anne Lewis (MN)		Sherry provided draft resolution to LaCrosse Mayor for MRCTI consieration this week, Terri M at the meeting.



		Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe		MnGRR CMP advisor and MN GRR runs through LLBO Reservation		Minnesota		Chris Miller (MN)

		White Earth Nation		MnGRR CMP advisor and relation to headwaters		Minnesota		Chris Miller (MN)

		Prairie Island Indian Community		MnGRR CMP advisor and relation to Mississippi River		Minnesota		Chris Miller (MN)

		MN Department of Agriculture		Member agency of MN-MRPC		Minnesota		Chris Miller (MN)

		Explore Minnesota Tourism		Member agency of MN-MRPC		Minnesota		Chris Miller (MN)

		MN Historical Society		Member agency of MN-MRPC		Minnesota		Chris Miller (MN)

		MN Department of Natural Resources		Member agency of MN-MRPC		Minnesota		Chris Miller (MN)

		MN Department of Transportation		Member agency of MN-MRPC		Minnesota		Chris Miller (MN)

		MN Governor's Office		Significance to state		Minnesota		Chris Miller (MN)

		MN US House Representatives		Demonstrate national importance		Minnesota		Chris Miller (MN)

		MN US Senators		Demonstrate national importance		Minnesota		Chris Miller (MN)

		MN-MRPC Legislative Members		Members of MN-MRPC, significance to state		Minnesota		Chris Miller (MN)

		Local CVB Representative		Impact of GRR national significance on communities		Minnesota		Chris Miller (MN)		Meg??

		MN Scenic Byway Commission 		Demonstrate national importance		Minnesota		Chris Miller (MN)		Carol received confirmation they will provide a letter of support. Holly will draft for our review
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AAR Support Request.docx
Dear (name),

With a concept born in 1938, the Great River Road traces the course of the Mississippi River for 3,000 miles through ten states, traveling through the Mississippi River Valley’s rich history and inspiring natural beauty. The Mississippi River Parkway Commission (MRPC) is made up of ten state commissions that champion the byway the full length of the Great River Road – Headwaters to Gulf.  

The Great River Road is currently designated as a National Scenic Byway by the Federal Highway Administration.  With passage of the Reviving America's Scenic Byways Act of 2019, new opportunities are now available to seek designation as a National Scenic Byway or All American Road. All American Road is the most iconic designation a byway can receive. The designation requires multiple intrinsic qualities that are nationally significant and contain one-of-a-kind features that do not exist elsewhere.  The road or highway must also be considered a "destination unto itself."  The Mississippi River Parkway Commission believes there is no better example than the Great River Road and took unanimous Board action to pursue this designation.

I am assisting with the All American Road application for (state name or all ten states).  (Describe your involvement and how you or your agency is connected to the MRPC). As the MRPC seeks this designation, letters of support are to be included and I’m hoping you will consider providing a letter from (person/organization).  (Add language describing why requesting from this person/organization including mentioning any required content in their letter).  Two samples are attached - one in a letter format and the other framed as a resolution. Please use the format that works best for your organization and its processes. (Or delete previous sentence and just attach the one that you know applies)

[bookmark: _GoBack]We will be finalizing the application package in late April (change date as needed) and would appreciate your response by April 15. If you have questions, feel free to contact me at (details).

Thank you for your support of the Great River Road and for considering this request,
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Support_Ltr_Great_River_Road_AAR_V2.docx
[bookmark: _GoBack]



(Organization Letterhead)









(Date)





Minnesota Mississippi River Parkway Commission

56 33rd Avenue South, #283

St. Cloud, MN 56301



Re: Great River Road All-American Road Designation 



Sen. Senjem, Chair and Commission Members,



(Name of organization) is pleased to provide this letter of support for designation of the Minnesota Great River Road as an All-American Road by the Federal Highway Administration.  The Great River Road is truly worthy of such designation.



Since 1938 the ten-state national Mississippi River Parkway Commission has worked to preserve, promote and enhance the Great River Road National Scenic Byway benefitting communities and travelers along the Mississippi River.  The Great River Road meets All-American Road designation criteria, possessing many and varied intrinsic resources that are of national significance. As the official access to the Mississippi River through ten states since the time pleasure driving began, the Great River Road is an iconic destination and reason for travel unto itself for many, whether for a few hours or a few months. We applaud that all ten Great River Road states are seeking All-American Road designation from the Federal Highway Administration and we support Minnesota and its nine partner states in this endeavor.



The Great River Road has importance for all communities along the river – from small and rural, to large and metropolitan - as an artery of stewardship, storytelling, tourism and commerce along the Mississippi River benefitting visitors and residents alike. In Minnesota, the Great River Road spans 565 miles 20 counties, 43 communities and three tribes, guided by a Corridor Management Plan that meets FHWA requirements for All-American Road designation. The byway brings travelers to unique and exceptional landscapes and experiences starting at the iconic headwaters of the Mississippi River. 



(Local/organization examples or involvement) Examples: Our organization (is a member of the Minnesota Commission) (was a member of the Technical Advisory Committee) (is a member of the ten-state network of Interpretive Centers)(is a Federal or Tribal Land Manager who’s roads are a part of the byway and) that guided the 2016 Minnesota Great River Road Corridor Management Plan and (implements prioritized strategies utilizing agency and partner resources)(is/will be an implementation partner)(look forward to leveraging implementation successes). 

 

(Name of organization) heartily endorses Minnesota’s efforts, along with its partner states, to have the Great River Road designated as an All-American Road by the Federal Highway Administration. 

 

Sincerely,
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Support_Resolution_for_Great_River_Road_AAR_Designation(cz).docx
Sample Support Resolutions 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Support for Great River Road All-American Road Designation by the Federal Highway Administration 



 

Whereas, the “Reviving America’s Scenic Byways Act of 2019” reopened applications for new All-American Road and National Scenic Byway designations to be submitted to the Federal Highway Administration, United States Department of Transportation by May 15, 2020; and

 

Whereas, since 1938 the ten-state national Mississippi River Parkway Commission preserves, promotes and enhances the Great River Road National Scenic Byway benefitting communities and travelers along the Mississippi River; and  



Whereas, between 2000 and 2009 the ten Mississippi River states successfully achieved National Scenic Byway designation; and  



Whereas, the Great River Road meets All-American Road designation criteria, possessing intrinsic resources that are of national significance and is a destination and reason for travel unto itself; and



Whereas, in December 2018 the ten-state national Mississippi River Parkway Commission adopted a Ten-State Great River Road Corridor Management Plan that compliments and leverages state-specific corridor management plans; and  

 

Whereas, the national Mississippi River Parkway Commission is championing applications from all ten states to seek designation as an All-American Road for the Great River Road during this application period so that it can further cement the Great River Road’s importance to the many Mississippi River landscapes and communities – from small and rural, to large and metropolitan – as an artery of stewardship, storytelling, tourism and commerce along the Mississippi River benefitting visitors and residents alike. 

 

Resolved, therefore, the (National Park/USFWR/USFS/CoE) Units/Region of the Mississippi River, through the Office of ____________________________________, heartily endorse the ten-state Mississippi River Parkway Commissions’ and State Departments of Transportations’ applications to have the Great River Road designated as an All-American Road by the Federal Highway Administration. 
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FW  All American Rd Features.msg
FW: All American Rd Features

		From

		Chris Miller

		To

		Schelfhout, Francis - DOT

		Cc

		Zoff, Carol (DOT)

		Recipients

		Francis.Schelfhout@dot.wi.gov; carol.zoff@state.mn.us



Hi Francis,





Please see below and attached.  Our team met via phone yesterday afternoon.  We started with the list of all suggestions received from our MN-MRPC members when we put out a call for feedback related to historic and cultural features. As we talked, John then moved items over to historic, cultural, or scenic categories.  We also added and grouped things in different ways.  Some features are currently listed under more than one category and we’ll work to determine what fits best where. National/international significance and proximity to the river were main considerations during the discussion.  Some features did not make the cut and were not transferred over to the intrinsic resources feature tabs.  The attachment is still very much in draft working form.  Or as Carol might say, “a masterpiece in the making.” 😊





 





We’ll keep you posted as we continue moving forward on this.  Please call or email anytime if there’s something you recommend based on what you’re seeing or have questions…





Thanks!





Chris





 





From: Chris Miller <chris@togpartners.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 5, 2020 2:06 PM
To: 'Zoff, Carol (DOT)' <carol.zoff@state.mn.us>; 'David Kelliher' <david.kelliher@mnhs.org>; 'Anfinson, John O.' <John_Anfinson@nps.gov>
Subject: All American Rd Features





 





Greetings, MN Intrinsics Team!





 





Huge thanks to John for his updates on our working spreadsheets during and after yesterday’s call.  All original suggestions were kept in the original tab (Initial Suggestions). As we discussed features, they were moved over to Historic, Cultural and/or Scenic tabs for further consideration as appropriate. John added a new tab called Elevation & Distance, which will help with describing the overall change of the Mississippi River in Minnesota and how it changes through each reach. I copied some cells from page to page and added a few things (for example – data on National Eagle Center visitation to show it is an international destination).  I also formatted to print landscape on 8 ½ x 14 in case you’d like to review on paper. With John’s permission, I’ll be sharing this with Francis Schelfhout, National MRPC Transportation Chair, for his use if other states would like examples of decision making processes/tools. 





 





Our tasks at hand –





*	Review the information to confirm it matches with your understanding from our call


*	Consider and send back your recommendation on whether the second intrinsic resource should be cultural or scenic (historic will be the first)


*	Consider and send back your recommendation on up to 8 features to be included under historic and 8 features to be included under your choice of either cultural or scenic


*	Feel free to add data/examples/notes to the spreadsheets at any time and send me a revision to hold for our use





 





Could we shoot for a deadline of March 10, end of day?  I know that’s tight so let me know if you need more time…





 





Thanks so much for your work on this!





 





Chris Miller





Director, MN Mississippi River Parkway Commission





56 33rd Ave S, #283





St. Cloud, MN 56301





651-341-4196





info@mnmississippiriver.com





Visit our website – www.mnmississippiriver.com
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AAR Matrix 3-5-20.xlsx

Initial Suggestions


			Points of Interest, Sites, Resources, Events			Intrinsic Value: H, C, other			 Significance: International, National 			Directly or immediately tied to Mississippi River			Indirectly tied			How a Core to Quality (500 words per feature)





			Itasca State Park			H & C, Natural			Both			Directly - River's start						Source of the Mississippi


			Bemidji's Paul & Babe			C			Regional?			Timber drives on river						On National Register of Historic Places


			Lady Slipper Scenic Byway			C						Overlapping geography						Co-located with GRR. State flower


			Leech Lake Reservation 			H & C			State, Regional? National?


			Chippewa National Forest 			C, Natural			National 


			Cuyuna State Rec Area			C, Recreational			State, Regional ?


			Brainerd Lakes Area			C, Recreational			State, Regional ?			Some			Some			About lakes or about the river?


			Charles Lindbergh House			H			Both			How?			How?


			Oliver Kelley Farm			H			National 			Physical - Located on the river						Granger movement a national movement but what is the deep correlation between that and the river? Granger movement and push for navigation improvements - 4.5-foot channel.


			MNRRA			All 6			Both			72 miles of it & nationally signficant resources along it						Only NPS unit about the Mississippi River


			St. Anthony Falls Historic District			H & C			Both			Milling, Water Power, only major waterfall,


			Minnehaha Falls Park & Grand Rounds			H, Recreational


			Fort Snelling NHL			H			Both


			State Capitol			H						How?			How?			How?


			National Eagle Center			C, Natural			National 


			Minnesota Marine Art Museum			C			National 			Physical location and focus of collection						On the river, national and international collection related to river in many exhibits. 








			American Swedish Institute									No


			Norway House									No


			Hmong Cultural Center									No


			Sioux Chef									No


			Weisman Museum									Yes


			Red Wing Architecture									Yes						Group into "River Towns" with historic districts


			First Avenue									No


			Somali Museum of Minnesota									No


			Prairie Island Reservation			C						Yes


			The Shakespeare Festival - Winona			C						No


			Winona - Stained Glass Windows									?						Tiffany, walking - "River Towns" prosperity


			Sugar Loaf Lookout									Overlook						Remnant of a stone mine - "River town"





			Brainerd Lakes Area Festival			C - no						no						Discussed that most festivals likely not destinations of this magniitude





			Red Wing Pottery									Yes						River towns


			Red Wing Historic District									Yes						River towns





			Mississippi & Minnesota River Confluence									Yes


			Mounds Park & Wakan Tipi (Carvers Cave)									Overlook


			3 Mississippi Rivers of MNRRA									Yes


			Headwaters Reservoirs - Corps Project									Yes


			Lake Pepin - only large natural lake of the main stem									Yes


			Winona Woolen Mills															River towns


			Driftless Area															Also in IA and WI








			Snake RiverFur Post									Just off the mainstem - Pine City						National story





			6 Intrinsic values			Historic			Cultural			Natural			Recreational			Archaeological			Scenic























Historic








			Intrinsic Quality			Historic 			Historic Quality encompasses legacies of the past that are distinctly associated with physical elements of the landscape, whether natural or manmade, that are of such historic significance that they educate the viewer and stir an appreciation for the past. The historic elements reflect the actions of people and may include buildings, settlement patterns, and other examples of human activity. Historic features can be inventoried, mapped, and interpreted. They possess integrity of location, design, setting, material, workmanship, feeling, and association.


			Carried over from Initial List


			Points of Interest, Sites, Resources, Events			 Significance: International, National 			Direct Tie to the Mississippi River			Representative Examples			How a Core to Quality 





			Itasca State Park			National & International			The source of the river itself						"Bucket List" attraction. Jacob Brower Visitor Center is National GRR Interpretive Center





			Leech Lake Reservation			National			Direct - River and Great River Road run through it			Pow Wows, interpretive signage, 			Story of European and American expansion and the Consequences for American Indians. 





			Chippewa National Forest 			National			Direct - river runs through it			 Battle of Sugar Point, Federal Dam,			Story of last American Indian battle in the U.S. Federal Dam tied to the story of milling at St. Anthony Falls and the earliest reservoir system of its kind in the U.S.





			Charles Lindbergh House			National 			Direct - House is along the river			Lindbergh's boyhood home; National GRR Visitor Center.			Lindbergh grew up along the river. National GRR Interpretive Center.





			Oliver Kelley Farm			National 			Direct - Farmstead is on the river			 Farm			The Grange played a key role in organizing farmers to push for the 4.5 channel, the first major navigation project on the upper Mississippi River. They succeeded when Congress authorized the project in 1878. National GRR Interpretive Center. 





			MNRRA			National			Direct - 72 miles of the Mississippi River and the land along it			List some of the historic sites from upstream to down that aren't called out separately. Upper St. Anthony Falls Visitor Center, Mill City Museum, Mississippi River Visitor Center at Science Museum of Minnesota, 			The Mississippi National River and Recreation Area (NRRA) is the only unit of the National Park Service whose mission and focus is the Great River. The Mississippi NRRA runs for 72 miles through the great Twin Cities metropolitan area. Visitor Center is National GRR Interpretive Center.





			St. Anthony Falls Historic District			National			Direct			Mill City Museum, Mill Ruins Park, Stone Arch Bridge





			Fort Snelling NHL			National			Direct			Overlook, Visitor Center			National GRR Interpretive Center








			American Indian Sites of the Twin Cities


			Mississippi & Minnesota River Confluence						Direct


			Mounds Park & Wakan Tipi (Carvers Cave)						Overlook


			Pilot Knob						Overlook





			Headwaters Reservoirs - Corps dams & reservoirs			National			Direct - the river itself			Cass Lake, Lake Winnibigoshish, Big Winnie Store, Federal Dam, Pokegema Dam, Pokegema Lake





			Snake RiverFur Post						Just off the mainstem - Pine City			National story






































Cultural





			Intrinsic Quality			Cultural			Cultural Quality is evidence and expressions of the customs or traditions of a distinct group of people. Cultural features including, but not limited to, crafts, music, dance, rituals, festivals, speech, food, special events, vernacular architecture, etc., are currently practiced. The cultural qualities of the corridor could highlight one or more significant communities and/or ethnic traditions.


			Points of Interest, Sites, Resources, Events			 Significance: International, National 			Direct Tie to the Mississippi River			Representative Examples			How a Core to Quality 





			Itasca State Park			National & International			Direct - the source of the river itself						Bucket List attraction. Jacob Brower Visitor Center is National GRR Interpretive Center


			Bemidji's Paul & Babe			National			Direct - on the banks of Lake Bemidji (Mississippi River)			Classic photo op			NR HP since 1988. WPA Great Depression connections. Lumber industry in national context. Roadside Colossus. 1938 designation of GRR also tied to Great Depression. Visitor Center adjacent						Other WPA sites?


			Leech Lake Reservation			National			Direct - River and Great River Road run through it			Pow Wows, interpretive signage, 			Drive through it. Connection the expansion of European and American expansion. Pow Wows. Not much for interpretation. Wild ricing. 


			MNRRA			National			Direct - 72 miles of the Mississippi River and the land along it						The Mississippi National River and Recreation Area (NRRA) is the only unit of the National Park Service whose mission and focus is the Great River. The Mississippi NRRA runs for 72 miles through the great Twin Cities metropolitan area. 


			National Eagle Center			National & International			Direct - on the banks of the river in downtown Wabasha, Eagle watching on/over the river						National GRR Interpretive Center. 80,000+ visitors annually from 50 states and over 100 countries


			Prairie Island Reservation			National			Direct - along the river 





			American Indian sites and stories in the Twin Cities area												Stories of the past and how they are still very much around today.


			Mississippi & Minnesota River Confluence						Direct			Confluence and origin story for some Dakota tribes; 


			Mounds Park & Wakan Tipi (Carvers Cave)						Overlook


			Pilot Knob						Overlook








			Set aside for now


			Lady Slipper Scenic Byway			State


























Scenic





			Intrinsic Quality			Scenic			Scenic Quality is the heightened visual experience derived from the view of natural and manmade elements of the visual environment of the scenic byway corridor. The characteristics of the landscape are strikingly distinct and offer a pleasing and most memorable visual experience. All elements of the landscape landform, water, vegetation, and manmade development contribute to the quality of the corridor's visual environment. Everything present is in harmony and shares in the intrinsic qualities.


			Points of Interest, Sites, Resources, Events			 Significance: International, National 			Direct Tie to the Mississippi River			Representative Examples: Points of Interest and Sites			How a Core to Quality 


			Lake Itasca			National & International			Direct Tie to the Mississippi River			Source of the Misissippi			Source of the Misissippi


			Headwaters Lakes & Serpentine River - Lake Itasca to Brainerd			National			Direct Tie to the Mississippi River			Over 60 individuals or groups begin trips down the Mississippi from Lake Itasca annually. Many leave accounts of their ordeal in navigating this reach.  Best viewed from …. Scenic description …. GRR proximity to trails, parks and interpretive centers along this reach.  Leech Lake Reservation (Ojibewe Stories), Chippewa National Forest, Corps of Engineers Dams, 			The reach from Lake Itasca is the only one on the Mississippi River where the river is a small stream, running in a twisting and braided channel reminiscent of the lower, but much larger Mississippi RIver below Cairo, Illinois. In northern Minnesota, the Mississippi seems reluctant to leave its birthplace. The Corps of Engineers built 5 Headwaters Reservoirs between 18xx and 18XX and a sixth in 19XX. X reservoirs are the mainstem but all were built to control flow within the Mississippi.


			Prairie River - Brainerd to St. Anthony Falls			National			Direct Tie to the Mississippi River			MNRRA - 72 mile National Park unit running for 72 miles of the Mississippi River through the greater Twin Cities metropolitan area.			Unique reach where the prairie runs up to the river with little floodplain and few islands. Views, parks, paddling, 


			St. Anthony Falls			National & International			Direct Tie to the Mississippi River			The falls and views from many places around it. Mill City Museum; Mill Ruins Pak, Upper St. Anthony Falls Lock; Waterpower Park;  			Only major waterfall on the entire river. Power of the falls helped Minneapolis lead the nation, and, at times, the world, in flour production. Helped create Pillsbury and Gold Medal Flour, Better Crocker and General Mills.


			Gorge			National			Direct Tie to the Mississippi River			Lower St. Anthony Falls Lock & Dam and Lock & Dam No. 1; East and West River Parkways; Overlooks; 			The Gorge is an 8.5-mile reach that forms the narrowest canyon with steepest drop anywhere on the Great River. The river falls over 110 feet from St. Anthony Falls to the mouth of the Minnesota River. 


			Beginning of the Large Floodplain River			National			Direct Tie to the Mississippi River			Confluence with the Minnesota River. Overlooks at Fort Snelling and east side.			Where the Mississippi becomes the Big River


			Bluff Country - St. Paul to the Iowa Border			National			Direct Tie to the Mississippi River			Scenic vistas from the many overlooks. Scenic views driving the Great River Road. Historic River Towns like Hastings, Red Wing, Winona, …  Prairie Island Reservaton (Dakota stories)			The bluffs through this reach of the Mississippi River were created by glacial and geologic forces central shaping the landscape of North America. 


			Lake Pepin			National			Direct Tie to the Mississippi River						Only section of river that is a natural lake


			Driftless Area			National			Direct Tie to the Mississippi River						Unique glacial history of North America








			Potential additons to sites and signficance


			Last free flowing reaches									Intermittent reaches between Lake Itasca and Minneapolis. X # of in stream dams


			Little Falls									The Mississippi River drops six and a half feet for every river mile between Little Falls and Royalton. The flow of the river along this segment becomes more complicated than the upper stretches due to the presence of dams. Nearing these dams are rapids... There are areas which allow for fun camping such as Seven Islands midway between Little Falls and St. Cloud.








			Advantage is the easy inclusion of all reaches of the river in Minnesota





			Sites brought over from Initial Suggestions


			Itasca State Park			National & International			Direct - the source of the river itself			Source of the Mississippi, Wilderness Drive			Year round naturalist programs and scenic importance in all seasons





			Leech Lake Reservation			National			Direct - River and Great River Road run through it


			Chippewa National Forest 			National			Direct - river runs through it			Northwoods Forest Land, Lost 40


			Brainerd Lakes Area			?			?			Classic Minnesota outdoor water experience


			MNRRA			National			Direct - 72 miles of the Mississippi River and the land along it			Can get on and along the river to experience the river's scenic beauty including the only gorge along the Mississippi River, in the heart of a major metropolitan area			The Mississippi National River and Recreation Area (NRRA) is the only unit of the National Park Service whose mission and focus is the Great River. The Mississippi NRRA runs for 72 miles through the great Twin Cities metropolitan area. Visitor Center is National GRR Interpretive Center.





			Minnehaha Falls Park & Grand Rounds			National





			National Eagle Center			National, International			Direct - on the banks of the river in downtown Wabasha, Eagle watching on/over the river			Scenic, big river, puts eagles in national context 			National GRR Interpretive Center. 80,000+ visitors annually from 50 states and over 100 countries





			Red Wing Architecture - Big River Towns, Attractions, Festivals 			National			Direct - towns along the river that were built because of the river			Hastings, Red Wing, Lake City, Wabasha, Winona			River Towns with historic districts: Winona, Hastings, and others. Story of a time when the Mississippi River was more important.





			Prairie Island Resevation - American Indian Communities on the river or close to it			National			Direct - along the river





			Headwaters Reservoirs - Corps Project			National			Direct - the river itself			Cass Lake, Lake Winnibigoshish, Big Winnie Store, Federal Dam, Pokegema Dam, Pokegema Lake


									Direct - the river itself


			Lake Pepin - only large natural lake of the main stem			National			Direct- the river itself			Birthplace of water skiing





			Driftless Area











Elevation & Distance


			Gather data on elevation change through each reach						Sources vary on exact numbers


			City			Elevation			Elevation Change from HW			Elevation Change from next place above			River Mile			Miles from HW			Elevation Location			Gage Location			River Mile Location 


			Lake Itasca			1475.00			0.00						1341.60			0


			Bemidji


			Grand Rapids			1242.03			232.97			232.97			1182.50			159.1			Gage Datum			RM Grand Rapids County Highway Bridge











			Brainerd			1146.96			327.04			95.07			1002.00			339.6			Gage Datum						Highway 210 Bridge


			Little Falls Dam (Pool)			1107.00			368.00						965.20			376.4						John Weeks


			One-quarter of the total drop from Itasca to Sea Level			1106.25			368.75


			Little Falls Dam (Outflow)			1083.00			392.00





			Royalton			1040.00			445.00			106.96												feet above   NGVD29





			St Cloud			958.49			516.51												Gage Datum





			Anoka (below dam)			804.53			670.47			153.96									Gage Datum





			St. Anthony Falls L&D (Pool)			799.00			676.00						853.90			487.1


			St. Anthony Falls L&D (Outflow)			750.00			725.00





			Lower St. Anthony Falls (Pool)			749.00			726.00						853.30			488.3						John Weeks


			Half the total drop from Itasca to Sea Level			737.50			737.50


			Lower St. Anthony Falls (Outflow)			725.00			750.00															John Weeks





			Lock & Dam 1 (Pool)			725.00			750.00


			Lock & Dam 1 (Outflow)			686.00			789.00





			St Paul			683.62			791.38												Gage Datum





			Hastings			670.65															Gage Datum





			Red Wing/Welch																		BM 112 Elevation in Red Wing





			Wabasha			660.00															Gage Datum





			Winona			639.64															Gage Datum
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AAR Matrix 3-5-20.xlsx
Initial Suggestions

		Points of Interest, Sites, Resources, Events		Intrinsic Value: H, C, other		 Significance: International, National 		Directly or immediately tied to Mississippi River		Indirectly tied		How a Core to Quality (500 words per feature)



		Itasca State Park		H & C, Natural		Both		Directly - River's start				Source of the Mississippi

		Bemidji's Paul & Babe		C		Regional?		Timber drives on river				On National Register of Historic Places

		Lady Slipper Scenic Byway		C				Overlapping geography				Co-located with GRR. State flower

		Leech Lake Reservation 		H & C		State, Regional? National?

		Chippewa National Forest 		C, Natural		National 

		Cuyuna State Rec Area		C, Recreational		State, Regional ?

		Brainerd Lakes Area		C, Recreational		State, Regional ?		Some		Some		About lakes or about the river?

		Charles Lindbergh House		H		Both		How?		How?

		Oliver Kelley Farm		H		National 		Physical - Located on the river				Granger movement a national movement but what is the deep correlation between that and the river? Granger movement and push for navigation improvements - 4.5-foot channel.

		MNRRA		All 6		Both		72 miles of it & nationally signficant resources along it				Only NPS unit about the Mississippi River

		St. Anthony Falls Historic District		H & C		Both		Milling, Water Power, only major waterfall,

		Minnehaha Falls Park & Grand Rounds		H, Recreational

		Fort Snelling NHL		H		Both

		State Capitol		H				How?		How?		How?

		National Eagle Center		C, Natural		National 

		Minnesota Marine Art Museum		C		National 		Physical location and focus of collection				On the river, national and international collection related to river in many exhibits. 





		American Swedish Institute						No

		Norway House						No

		Hmong Cultural Center						No

		Sioux Chef						No

		Weisman Museum						Yes

		Red Wing Architecture						Yes				Group into "River Towns" with historic districts

		First Avenue						No

		Somali Museum of Minnesota						No

		Prairie Island Reservation		C				Yes

		The Shakespeare Festival - Winona		C				No

		Winona - Stained Glass Windows						?				Tiffany, walking - "River Towns" prosperity

		Sugar Loaf Lookout						Overlook				Remnant of a stone mine - "River town"



		Brainerd Lakes Area Festival		C - no				no				Discussed that most festivals likely not destinations of this magniitude



		Red Wing Pottery						Yes				River towns

		Red Wing Historic District						Yes				River towns



		Mississippi & Minnesota River Confluence						Yes

		Mounds Park & Wakan Tipi (Carvers Cave)						Overlook

		3 Mississippi Rivers of MNRRA						Yes

		Headwaters Reservoirs - Corps Project						Yes

		Lake Pepin - only large natural lake of the main stem						Yes

		Winona Woolen Mills										River towns

		Driftless Area										Also in IA and WI





		Snake RiverFur Post						Just off the mainstem - Pine City				National story



		6 Intrinsic values		Historic		Cultural		Natural		Recreational		Archaeological		Scenic















Historic





		Intrinsic Quality		Historic 		Historic Quality encompasses legacies of the past that are distinctly associated with physical elements of the landscape, whether natural or manmade, that are of such historic significance that they educate the viewer and stir an appreciation for the past. The historic elements reflect the actions of people and may include buildings, settlement patterns, and other examples of human activity. Historic features can be inventoried, mapped, and interpreted. They possess integrity of location, design, setting, material, workmanship, feeling, and association.

		Carried over from Initial List

		Points of Interest, Sites, Resources, Events		 Significance: International, National 		Direct Tie to the Mississippi River		Representative Examples		How a Core to Quality 



		Itasca State Park		National & International		The source of the river itself				"Bucket List" attraction. Jacob Brower Visitor Center is National GRR Interpretive Center



		Leech Lake Reservation		National		Direct - River and Great River Road run through it		Pow Wows, interpretive signage, 		Story of European and American expansion and the Consequences for American Indians. 



		Chippewa National Forest 		National		Direct - river runs through it		 Battle of Sugar Point, Federal Dam,		Story of last American Indian battle in the U.S. Federal Dam tied to the story of milling at St. Anthony Falls and the earliest reservoir system of its kind in the U.S.



		Charles Lindbergh House		National 		Direct - House is along the river		Lindbergh's boyhood home; National GRR Visitor Center.		Lindbergh grew up along the river. National GRR Interpretive Center.



		Oliver Kelley Farm		National 		Direct - Farmstead is on the river		 Farm		The Grange played a key role in organizing farmers to push for the 4.5 channel, the first major navigation project on the upper Mississippi River. They succeeded when Congress authorized the project in 1878. National GRR Interpretive Center. 



		MNRRA		National		Direct - 72 miles of the Mississippi River and the land along it		List some of the historic sites from upstream to down that aren't called out separately. Upper St. Anthony Falls Visitor Center, Mill City Museum, Mississippi River Visitor Center at Science Museum of Minnesota, 		The Mississippi National River and Recreation Area (NRRA) is the only unit of the National Park Service whose mission and focus is the Great River. The Mississippi NRRA runs for 72 miles through the great Twin Cities metropolitan area. Visitor Center is National GRR Interpretive Center.



		St. Anthony Falls Historic District		National		Direct		Mill City Museum, Mill Ruins Park, Stone Arch Bridge



		Fort Snelling NHL		National		Direct		Overlook, Visitor Center		National GRR Interpretive Center





		American Indian Sites of the Twin Cities

		Mississippi & Minnesota River Confluence				Direct

		Mounds Park & Wakan Tipi (Carvers Cave)				Overlook

		Pilot Knob				Overlook



		Headwaters Reservoirs - Corps dams & reservoirs		National		Direct - the river itself		Cass Lake, Lake Winnibigoshish, Big Winnie Store, Federal Dam, Pokegema Dam, Pokegema Lake



		Snake RiverFur Post				Just off the mainstem - Pine City		National story

























Cultural



		Intrinsic Quality		Cultural		Cultural Quality is evidence and expressions of the customs or traditions of a distinct group of people. Cultural features including, but not limited to, crafts, music, dance, rituals, festivals, speech, food, special events, vernacular architecture, etc., are currently practiced. The cultural qualities of the corridor could highlight one or more significant communities and/or ethnic traditions.

		Points of Interest, Sites, Resources, Events		 Significance: International, National 		Direct Tie to the Mississippi River		Representative Examples		How a Core to Quality 



		Itasca State Park		National & International		Direct - the source of the river itself				Bucket List attraction. Jacob Brower Visitor Center is National GRR Interpretive Center

		Bemidji's Paul & Babe		National		Direct - on the banks of Lake Bemidji (Mississippi River)		Classic photo op		NR HP since 1988. WPA Great Depression connections. Lumber industry in national context. Roadside Colossus. 1938 designation of GRR also tied to Great Depression. Visitor Center adjacent				Other WPA sites?

		Leech Lake Reservation		National		Direct - River and Great River Road run through it		Pow Wows, interpretive signage, 		Drive through it. Connection the expansion of European and American expansion. Pow Wows. Not much for interpretation. Wild ricing. 

		MNRRA		National		Direct - 72 miles of the Mississippi River and the land along it				The Mississippi National River and Recreation Area (NRRA) is the only unit of the National Park Service whose mission and focus is the Great River. The Mississippi NRRA runs for 72 miles through the great Twin Cities metropolitan area. 

		National Eagle Center		National & International		Direct - on the banks of the river in downtown Wabasha, Eagle watching on/over the river				National GRR Interpretive Center. 80,000+ visitors annually from 50 states and over 100 countries

		Prairie Island Reservation		National		Direct - along the river 



		American Indian sites and stories in the Twin Cities area								Stories of the past and how they are still very much around today.

		Mississippi & Minnesota River Confluence				Direct		Confluence and origin story for some Dakota tribes; 

		Mounds Park & Wakan Tipi (Carvers Cave)				Overlook

		Pilot Knob				Overlook





		Set aside for now

		Lady Slipper Scenic Byway		State

















Scenic



		Intrinsic Quality		Scenic		Scenic Quality is the heightened visual experience derived from the view of natural and manmade elements of the visual environment of the scenic byway corridor. The characteristics of the landscape are strikingly distinct and offer a pleasing and most memorable visual experience. All elements of the landscape landform, water, vegetation, and manmade development contribute to the quality of the corridor's visual environment. Everything present is in harmony and shares in the intrinsic qualities.

		Points of Interest, Sites, Resources, Events		 Significance: International, National 		Direct Tie to the Mississippi River		Representative Examples: Points of Interest and Sites		How a Core to Quality 

		Lake Itasca		National & International		Direct Tie to the Mississippi River		Source of the Misissippi		Source of the Misissippi

		Headwaters Lakes & Serpentine River - Lake Itasca to Brainerd		National		Direct Tie to the Mississippi River		Over 60 individuals or groups begin trips down the Mississippi from Lake Itasca annually. Many leave accounts of their ordeal in navigating this reach.  Best viewed from …. Scenic description …. GRR proximity to trails, parks and interpretive centers along this reach.  Leech Lake Reservation (Ojibewe Stories), Chippewa National Forest, Corps of Engineers Dams, 		The reach from Lake Itasca is the only one on the Mississippi River where the river is a small stream, running in a twisting and braided channel reminiscent of the lower, but much larger Mississippi RIver below Cairo, Illinois. In northern Minnesota, the Mississippi seems reluctant to leave its birthplace. The Corps of Engineers built 5 Headwaters Reservoirs between 18xx and 18XX and a sixth in 19XX. X reservoirs are the mainstem but all were built to control flow within the Mississippi.

		Prairie River - Brainerd to St. Anthony Falls		National		Direct Tie to the Mississippi River		MNRRA - 72 mile National Park unit running for 72 miles of the Mississippi River through the greater Twin Cities metropolitan area.		Unique reach where the prairie runs up to the river with little floodplain and few islands. Views, parks, paddling, 

		St. Anthony Falls		National & International		Direct Tie to the Mississippi River		The falls and views from many places around it. Mill City Museum; Mill Ruins Pak, Upper St. Anthony Falls Lock; Waterpower Park;  		Only major waterfall on the entire river. Power of the falls helped Minneapolis lead the nation, and, at times, the world, in flour production. Helped create Pillsbury and Gold Medal Flour, Better Crocker and General Mills.

		Gorge		National		Direct Tie to the Mississippi River		Lower St. Anthony Falls Lock & Dam and Lock & Dam No. 1; East and West River Parkways; Overlooks; 		The Gorge is an 8.5-mile reach that forms the narrowest canyon with steepest drop anywhere on the Great River. The river falls over 110 feet from St. Anthony Falls to the mouth of the Minnesota River. 

		Beginning of the Large Floodplain River		National		Direct Tie to the Mississippi River		Confluence with the Minnesota River. Overlooks at Fort Snelling and east side.		Where the Mississippi becomes the Big River

		Bluff Country - St. Paul to the Iowa Border		National		Direct Tie to the Mississippi River		Scenic vistas from the many overlooks. Scenic views driving the Great River Road. Historic River Towns like Hastings, Red Wing, Winona, …  Prairie Island Reservaton (Dakota stories)		The bluffs through this reach of the Mississippi River were created by glacial and geologic forces central shaping the landscape of North America. 

		Lake Pepin		National		Direct Tie to the Mississippi River				Only section of river that is a natural lake

		Driftless Area		National		Direct Tie to the Mississippi River				Unique glacial history of North America





		Potential additons to sites and signficance

		Last free flowing reaches						Intermittent reaches between Lake Itasca and Minneapolis. X # of in stream dams

		Little Falls						The Mississippi River drops six and a half feet for every river mile between Little Falls and Royalton. The flow of the river along this segment becomes more complicated than the upper stretches due to the presence of dams. Nearing these dams are rapids... There are areas which allow for fun camping such as Seven Islands midway between Little Falls and St. Cloud.





		Advantage is the easy inclusion of all reaches of the river in Minnesota



		Sites brought over from Initial Suggestions

		Itasca State Park		National & International		Direct - the source of the river itself		Source of the Mississippi, Wilderness Drive		Year round naturalist programs and scenic importance in all seasons



		Leech Lake Reservation		National		Direct - River and Great River Road run through it

		Chippewa National Forest 		National		Direct - river runs through it		Northwoods Forest Land, Lost 40

		Brainerd Lakes Area		?		?		Classic Minnesota outdoor water experience

		MNRRA		National		Direct - 72 miles of the Mississippi River and the land along it		Can get on and along the river to experience the river's scenic beauty including the only gorge along the Mississippi River, in the heart of a major metropolitan area		The Mississippi National River and Recreation Area (NRRA) is the only unit of the National Park Service whose mission and focus is the Great River. The Mississippi NRRA runs for 72 miles through the great Twin Cities metropolitan area. Visitor Center is National GRR Interpretive Center.



		Minnehaha Falls Park & Grand Rounds		National



		National Eagle Center		National, International		Direct - on the banks of the river in downtown Wabasha, Eagle watching on/over the river		Scenic, big river, puts eagles in national context 		National GRR Interpretive Center. 80,000+ visitors annually from 50 states and over 100 countries



		Red Wing Architecture - Big River Towns, Attractions, Festivals 		National		Direct - towns along the river that were built because of the river		Hastings, Red Wing, Lake City, Wabasha, Winona		River Towns with historic districts: Winona, Hastings, and others. Story of a time when the Mississippi River was more important.



		Prairie Island Resevation - American Indian Communities on the river or close to it		National		Direct - along the river



		Headwaters Reservoirs - Corps Project		National		Direct - the river itself		Cass Lake, Lake Winnibigoshish, Big Winnie Store, Federal Dam, Pokegema Dam, Pokegema Lake

						Direct - the river itself

		Lake Pepin - only large natural lake of the main stem		National		Direct- the river itself		Birthplace of water skiing



		Driftless Area







Elevation & Distance

		Gather data on elevation change through each reach				Sources vary on exact numbers

		City		Elevation		Elevation Change from HW		Elevation Change from next place above		River Mile		Miles from HW		Elevation Location		Gage Location		River Mile Location 

		Lake Itasca		1475.00		0.00				1341.60		0

		Bemidji

		Grand Rapids		1242.03		232.97		232.97		1182.50		159.1		Gage Datum		RM Grand Rapids County Highway Bridge







		Brainerd		1146.96		327.04		95.07		1002.00		339.6		Gage Datum				Highway 210 Bridge

		Little Falls Dam (Pool)		1107.00		368.00				965.20		376.4				John Weeks

		One-quarter of the total drop from Itasca to Sea Level		1106.25		368.75

		Little Falls Dam (Outflow)		1083.00		392.00



		Royalton		1040.00		445.00		106.96								feet above   NGVD29



		St Cloud		958.49		516.51								Gage Datum



		Anoka (below dam)		804.53		670.47		153.96						Gage Datum



		St. Anthony Falls L&D (Pool)		799.00		676.00				853.90		487.1

		St. Anthony Falls L&D (Outflow)		750.00		725.00



		Lower St. Anthony Falls (Pool)		749.00		726.00				853.30		488.3				John Weeks

		Half the total drop from Itasca to Sea Level		737.50		737.50

		Lower St. Anthony Falls (Outflow)		725.00		750.00										John Weeks



		Lock & Dam 1 (Pool)		725.00		750.00

		Lock & Dam 1 (Outflow)		686.00		789.00



		St Paul		683.62		791.38								Gage Datum



		Hastings		670.65										Gage Datum



		Red Wing/Welch												BM 112 Elevation in Red Wing



		Wabasha		660.00										Gage Datum



		Winona		639.64										Gage Datum
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Program Overview






National Scenic Byways Program (NSBP)

The vision of the program is to create a
distinctive collection of American roads, their
stories and treasured places.

Beartooth Highway
i : Montana & Wyoming
S —— ‘:, Al I_ American Roa d

Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2281/photos




https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2281/photos



America’s Byways®

* Designated by the US
Secretary of Transportation

* National Scenic Byway or
All-American Road

* Based on Intrinsic Qualities
* Archaeological
 Cultural
* Historic
e Natural
* Recreational
* Scenic

Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2144/photos

Cascade Lakes Scenic Byway

* 150 Byways in 46 states Oregon

National Scenic Byway




https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2144/photos



America’s Byways® Website

Federal Hi i Briefing Room Contact

‘ AMERICA’S

Bryways®

HOME  AMERICA'S BYWAYS  ABOUT US come 48 0 SER.

FHWA is now conducting a one-time
solicitation of nominations for
designation to America's Byways®. For
more information, read Scenic Byways

Find Byways
Search near any U.S. location:
Enter a street address or city Q

Nearby Byways

1 Finding your location. ..

. 1
America’s Byways
America's Byways® is the umbrella term
we use for the collection of 150 distinct
Eﬁ. and diverse roads designated by the
4 U.S. Secretary of Transportation.
America’'s Byways include the National

@ All-American Roads . Mational Scenic Byways Ak, HI. PR HOT TO SCALE Scenic Byways and All-American Roads.

Jump to a State: | v America's Byways are gateways to

adventures where no two experiences
are the same. The National Scenic
Byways Program invites you to Come
Closer to America's heart and soul....

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/




https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/



National Designhations

Now soliciting FY 2020 Nominations for designation!

Please Note: The National Scenic Byways Program is no longer funded. FHWA is now
conducting a one-time solicitation of nominations for designation to America's
Byways®.

Previous Designations
* 1996
* 1998
* 2000
* 2002
e 2005 : T

° 2009 | Soure: htts://ww.fhwa.dot.gc;v-/a

e . s

vs/vavs/2599/photos

Big Bend Scenic Byway
Florida
National Scenic Byway




https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2599/photos



Who can submit a nomination?

* Application can originate from
anyone (may vary by state)

* Must be nominated by a
State, an Indian tribe, or a
Federal land management
agency (FLMA)

* Must be a designated State,
Tribal or FLMA byway

* Reciprocal Notification
Required

Source : hthttps://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2161/photos

Cherokee Foothills Scenic Highway
South Carolina
National Scenic Byway




https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2599/photos

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2161/photos



Principal Criteria for National Designation

Criteria National Scenic All-American Road
Byway
Intrinsic Quality 1 2

Significance

Distinct and most
representative of the
region

Recognized
throughout the
region

One-of-a-kind
features that do not
exist elsewhere

Recognized
nationally

Destination unto
itself






Corridor Management Plan (CMP)

* Must be adopted before application deadline
* Must be developed with community involvement

* Must include information on the 14 (National Scenic
Byway) or 18 (All-American Road) points

 Specific requirements for the CMP can be found in
the Nominations Guide




https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/nominations/guide/cmp.cfm



Roles & Responsibilities






Headquarters Role

* Provide overall program and policy direction.

* Solicit and review nominations for designation as one of
America's Byways®.

* Prepare decision materials for use by the Secretary of
Transportation and the FHWA Administrator.

Danielle Blackshear Wesley Blount Fleming El-Amin
(202) 366-2064 (202) 366-0799 (202) 366-0233
Danielle.blackshear@dot.gov Wesley.blount@dot.gov Fleming.el-amin@dot.gov

For general inquiries, please contact us at: Scenicbyways@dot.gov




mailto:Danielle.blackshear@dot.gov

mailto:Wesley.blount@dot.gov

mailto:Fleming.el-amin@dot.gov

mailto:Scenicbyways@dot.gov



Division Office / Federal Lands Role

* Serve as a contact to respond to questions regarding the
byways application process

* Notify State Coordinators, FLMAs, & Tribes of important
updates and deadlines, including application portal
notification emails

* Assist the Scenic Byway Review Team with verifying byway
information as questions arise

For a list of Division Office and Federal Lands POCs, please visit:
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic byways/contacts/




https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/contacts/



State Coordinator Role

* Serve as a resource for applicants — Keep your FHWA Division
Office POC informed

* Establish internal deadlines for submitting nomination
applications for State review

* Review and evaluate online nomination submissions

* Return any incomplete applications to applicants for
refinement and resubmission

* Coordinate with other States, Indian tribes and/or Federal
land management agencies on multi-jurisdiction applications

e Submit completed applications to FHWA HQ by May 15, 2020





Tribal/Federal Land Management Agency
Coordinator Role

* Serve as a resource for applicants — Keep your FHWA Division
Office/Federal Lands and State Coordinator POCs informed

* Coordinate with State, Indian tribes, and/or FLMAs to determine
who has jurisdiction over the nominated roadway

* This will impact whether you are able to submit a nomination
application directly to FHWA

* Establish internal deadlines for submitting nomination
applications for review

* Review and evaluate online nomination submissions

* Return any incomplete applications to applicants for refinement
and resubmission

e Submit completed applications to FHWA HQ by May 15, 2020





2020 Nomination Schedule

Online Byway Nomination Form February 13, 2020
opened
Quarterly Coordinators Call April 30, 2020

2:00-3:00 p.m. EST

Byway Nomination Form closes and May 15, 2020
reviews begin

2020 Scenic Byways Designations Fall 2020
announced




https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/nominations/



Program Links

FHWA

* National Scenic Byways Program

e America’s Byways®
23 U.S.C. 162
e 1995 Interim Policy

* Nomination Guide

* Nomination Application Questions

External Resources
e National Scenic Byways Foundation

VI

ps://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2282/photos

Cherohala Skyway

* Scenic America North Carolina & Tennessee

National Scenic Byway




https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/us_code.cfm

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-1995-05-18/html/95-12211.htm

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/nominations/guide/essentials.cfm

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/nominations/2020_nsb_omination_application_questions.pdf

https://nsbfoundation.com/

https://www.scenic.org/

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2282/photos



Website Organization






ational Scenic Byways Program Website

5. Deparime: S| n
y Administration

™/ Federal Highwa

About Programs Resources Briefing Room Contact Search FHWA

Office of Planning, Environment, & Realty (HEP)

|Planning | | Envirc ‘|| Real F_-;tate| Events || Guidance || Public:ations” Awards||Contacts|
*r,am : - - -
.c\ Please Note: The National Scenic Byways Program is no longer funded. FHWA is now
P conducting a one-time solicitation of nominations for designation to America's
Byways@.
M
Mominations FHWA — Planning, Environment, & Real Estate
Contact: : :
oracts National Scenic Byways Program
Logo Requests )

Archived pages

¥ Byway Quality

¥ Coordinztor Orientation
b Grants

¥ Graphics Standards Manual

For more information, please
contact:

1. Danielle Blackshear
2. Wesley Blount

The Mational Scenic Byways Program is part of the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration. Established in
Title 23, Section 162 of the United States Code under the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 and reauthorized and

-

expanded significantly in 1998 under TEA-21 and again under SAFETEA-LU in 2005, the program is a grass-roots collaborative effort
established to help recognize, preserve and enhance selected roads throughout the United States.

On September 22, 2019, the Reviving America's Scenic Byways Act of 2018 was signed by the President and became Public Law 116-
57 gm. This law requires the U.S. Secretary of Transportation to solicit nominations for certain roads to be designated under the Mational
Scenic Byways Program as Mational Scenic Byways or All-American Roads based on their archaeological, cultural, historic, natural,
recreational, and scenic qualities.

FHWA's May 18, 1995 interim policy (PDF @m, Text) provides the criteria and sets forth the procedures for designation under the MNational
Scenic Byways Program. There are 150 such designated byways in 46 states. FHWA promotes the collection as America's Byways®.

‘ AMERICA'S

BYywAays®

America's Byways(F - Designed for the traveler, offers maps, directions photos, and visitor information to

help plan a trip on any one of the 150 distinct and diverse roads designated by the U.S. Secretary of
Transportation.

View a list of America's Byways

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic byways/




https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/



Navigation from FHWA Homepage

https://highways.dot.gov

United States Department of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
@ recerai fighway
@ Administration

About FHWA Programs Resources Newsroom

Strengthening Our
World-Class
Highway System

1. From the Programs menu, Select “Planning, Environment and Realty”

2. Select “Environment” in the top left

3. Select “2020 National Scenic Byways Program” from the “Topics of Special
Interest” list on the bottom right.




https://highways.dot.gov/



Key Website Resources

. . . - —
[ J N O m I n at I O n ( ey e About Programs Resources Briefing Room Contact Search FHWA f m v mil‘l

Office of Planning, Environment, & Realty (HEP)

re S O u rC e S | lannit ||Er|viru H Real thate\ Events HGuidanceH Publications” Awards || ContacLi|

Please Mote: The National Scenic Byways Program is no longer funded. FHWA is now

S
° . P.; conducting a one-time solicitation of nominations for designation to America's
Contacts links

|
Neminations I<WA — Planning, Environment, & Real Estate
— National Scenic Byways Program
Logo Requests .

¥

Archived pages

¥ Byway Quality

¥ Coordinator Orientation
¥ Grants

b Graphics Standards Manusl

The National Scenic Byways Program is part of the U.5. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration. Established in
Title 23, Section 162 of the United States Code under the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 and reauthorized and
expanded significantly in 1998 under TEA-21 and again under SAFETEA-LU in 2005, the program is a grass-roots collaborative effort

Eg;t’:;'.e informatien, please established to help recognize, preserve and enhance selected roads throughout the United States.
1. Danielle Blackshear On September 22, 2019, the Reviving America's Scenic Byways Act of 2019 was signed by the President and became Public Law 116-
2. Wesley Blount 57 @@. This law requires the U.S. Secretary of Transportation to solicit nominations for certain roads to be designated under the National

Scenic Byways Program as Mational Scenic Byways or All-American Reads based on their archaeological, cultural, historic, natural,
recreational, and scenic qualities.

FHWA's May 18, 1995 interim policy (PDF am, Text) provides the criteria and sets forth the procedures for designation under the National
Scenic Byways Program. There are 150 such designated byways in 46 states. FHWA promotes the collection as America's Byways@.

America's Byways® - Designed for the traveler, offers maps, directions photos, and visitor infermation te

help plan a trip on any one of the 150 distinct and diverse roads designated by the U.S. Secretary of
Transportation.
AMERICA'S

Wiew a list of America's Byways

Bywavs®






Nomination Resources

epartmant of

. N i a ti ( ft;l Highway «‘._!}mnistruﬁww About Programs Resources Briefing Room Contact Search FHWA

Office of Planning, Environment, & Realty (HEP)

Form link -

o '%Q. Please Note: The National Scenic Byways Program is no longer funded. FHWA is now
P conducting a one-time selicitation of nominations for designation to America's

* Application

—\
[ ] _ P D wﬂwﬁx — Planning, Environment, & Real Estate — National Scenic Byways Program
Questions Nominations

Logo Requests

F O r m a t Archived pages Introduction

¥ Byway Quality
¥ Coordinater Orientation

[[Environ, [[Real Estate | [ Events][ Guid: [[ Publications || Awards ][ Contacts |

Under the National Scenic Byways Program, the U.S. Secretary of Transportation recognizes certain roads as Natienal Scenic Byways or
All-American Roads based on their intrinsic qualities. The Federal Highway Administration promotes the collection as America's Byways®.

. M ° ¥ Grants
O I I l I n a I O n L e imEmiitime NSBP Byway Nomination Form

M Use this online tool to submit FY 2020 Nomination Applications for designation to America's Byways®. All nominations must be submitted
u I e zg:‘tr;\;r.e information, please using the Byway Nomination Form by May 15, 2020.
1. Danielle Blackshear FY 2020 Nomination Application Questions
° ° 2. Wesley Blount
[ ) I n t r This document (PDF g - Updated 1/21/2020) is for use as a template to assist with nomination application preparation. It is not the
I n S I C official nomination application, and will not be accepted as part of the final submission.

Become familiar with the National Scenic Byways nomination process.

America's Byways® - FY20 Nominations Process Overview Webinar

I I I l p O rta n t This webinar will provide information about FHWA's one-time nomination solicitation for designation to America's Byways®. Requirements

for submitting applications to nominate roads for America's Byways designation and an overview of the National Scenic Byways Program

D O C u m e n tS will be presented. Details and registration information are provided below:

= Wednesday, February 26, 2020
= 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. Eastern Standard Time

° E isti n = Registration link: https://collaboration.fhwa.dot.gov/dot/fhwa/WC/Lists/Seminars/DispForm.aspx?ID=2242

Important Documents

L] L
D e S I g n a t I O I I S Here are some important documents for your reference as you prepare for nominaticns.

Designations

42 new designations were last announced on October 16, 2009 by the Secretary of Transportation.

Current designations are:

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic byways/nominations/




https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/nominations/



Intrinsic Qualities

Archaeological
Cultural
Historic
Natural
Recreational

Scenic

Please Note: The National Scenic Byways Program is no longer funded. FHWA is now

wj conducting a one-time selicitation of nominations for designation to America's
vasact®

Byways@.

_ FHWA — Planning, Environment, & Real Estate — Mational Scenic Byways Program — Nominations

Contacts National Scenic Byways Program
Logo Requests

Archived pages Intrinsic Qualities

P Byway Quality

To be designated a National Scenic Byway, a road must possess characteristics of regional significance within at least one of the

¥ Coordinator Orientation L . . o . R " L o
intrinsic qualities. All-American Roads must possess characteristics of national significance in at least two of the intrinsic qualities.

b Grants

¥ Graphics Standards Manuzl .
Archaeological

Archaeclogical Quality involves those characteristics of the scenic byways corridor that are physical evidence of historic or prehisteoric

;:;t!‘:lrf information, plesse human life or activity that are visible and capable of being inventoried and interpreted. The scenic byway corridor's archeological interest,

as identified through ruins, artifacts, structural remains, and other physical evidence have scientific significance that educate the viewer
and stir an appreciation for the past.

1. Danielle Blackshear
2. Wesley Blount

Cultural

Cultural Quality is evidence and expressions of the customs or traditions of a distinct group of people. Cultural features including, but not
limited to, crafts, music, dance, rituals, festivals, speech, food, special events, vernacular architecture, etc., are currently practiced. The
cultural gualities of the corrider could highlight one or more significant communities and/or ethnic traditions.

Historic

Historic Quality encompasses legacies of the past that are distinctly associated with physical elements of the landscape, whether natural
or manmade, that are of such historic significance that they educate the viewer and stir an appreciation for the past. The historic
elements reflect the actions of people and may include buildings, settlement patterns, and other examples of human activity. Historic
features can be inventoried, mapped, and interpreted. They possess integrity of location, design, setting, material, workmanship, feeling,
and association.

Natural

Matural Quality applies to those features in the visual environment that are in a relatively undisturbed state, These features predate the
arrival of human populations and may include geoclogical formations, fossils, landform, water bodies, vegetation, and wildlife. There may
be evidence of human activity, but the natural features reveal minimal disturbances.

Recreational

Recreaticnal Quality involves outdoor recreational activities directly assediation with and dependent upon the natural and cultural
elements of the corridor's landscape. The recreational activities provide oppertunities for active and passive recreational experiences.
They include, but are not limited to, downhill skiing, rafting, boating, fishing, and hiking. Driving the road itself may qualify as a
pleasurable recreational experience, The recreational activities may be seasonal, but the quality and importance of the recreational
activities as seasonal operations must be well recognized.

Scenic

Scenic Quality is the heightened visual experience derived from the view of natural and manmade elements of the visual environment of

the scenic byway corridor. The characteristics of the landscape are strikingly distinct and offer a pleasing and most memaorable visual






Aoolicat
pplication Questions — PDF Format

NOT the official application

1
1 page tool to help

appli
n p p |Ca ntS p re p are £y 2020 National Scenic Byways Nomination
O m | n a t I O n S ‘: Application Questions
| This document s for use a5 2 template to assist with nomination application p'mmw\.nhnonm

| Sificial nomination application: T will not be accepted 25 P3rt 1 the final submission. The off
nomination be found online at

b CO n H . ‘ application can
ta I n S q u est I 0 n s a S ked i n | https:/ [www.fhw! dot.gov/hep/scenic DY ys/nom ons/.

the onli :
nline application tool

) F orma t . . ultjurisdiction: YES / NO rom the
. similar -
application to online

W your byway (raverses more than one jur {sdiction (1.&. , State, indian tribe, or Federal \and), You will be
asked 10 indicate that you are submitting @ nomination submission fora mum»guvlsdlﬂwn nomination
and applicants I each jurisdiction will be required 1o submit individual nomination applic ations

gnation {select one):
National seenic Byway
o All-American Road

[ J
Includes word limits |

For more information about the distinctions between designations, seethe Nominations. Guide.

et the uquuemenls for All-American Road designation will
nation asd National Scenic Byway.

1f you are seeking 10 nominate an existing National seenic Byway as an All-AM!

requ"ed 1o identify wo (2) intrinsic qualities that are nationally s.gmﬁam. One of these may be the
same intrinsic quality used 10 justify previous designation as a National scenic Byway- However, Your
application will need t0 describe the national significance of that intrinsic quality-

* Local desi
. esignatio : ‘=
tion re |
prior to nommationcIlJIrEOI \

1f you are seeking an extension 10 an existing National scenic Byway or All-American Road, you ar¢
required 10 submit the nomination application for the proposzd extension in context of the existing
National scenic Byway or All-American Road and identify the same primary intrinsic qualuv(s) that can
e found along the prnguslv des\;naled portion of the byway- Applicants are required 10 identify the
same primary intrinsic quahlv(s) that can be found along the desngnaled portion of the byway, a
osed extension relates to and enhances the designated byway:

* # of featu
i res
intrinsic qUa“’Ec?ezuppOrt

\ S






Nominations Page

Please Note: The National Scenic Byways Program is no longer funded. FHWA is now

wj conducting a cne-time solicitation of nominations for designation te America's
-

Byways®.
Mominations FHWA& — Planning, Envircnment, & Real Estate — National Scenic Byways Program — Nominations
Contacts : :

Nominations

Logo Requests
Archived pages Table of Contents
P Byway Quality .
b Coordinztor Orientation * Introduction
b Grants » Who Can Mominate a Road for Mational Designation?
¥ Graphics Standards Manual » Important Reminders

= Are You Ready?

= Keep it Simple

For more information, please
contact:

» Roles and Responsibilities

1. Danielle Blackshear

o Role of the Applicant
2. Wesley Blount

o Role of the State or Indian Tribe Byway Coordinator or Federal Land Management Agency Contact

» The Momination Application

e Section 1: Essential Information

o Section 2: Statement of Qualification

o Section 3: Route Information

o Section 4: Route Conditions

o Section 5: Traveler Experience

o Section 6: Planning/Sustainability
o Section 7: Contacts and Signatory

» Momination Application Checklist

= Definitions






Nominations Application Information

* Detailed guidance on questions for reference when preparing application.
* One page for each of the seven sections of the 7 application sections.

# \ Please Note: The National Scenic Byways Program is no longer funded. FHWA is now
P conducting a one-time sclicitation of nominaticns for designation to America's
Byways@. d
s L aEe
Nominations FHWA — Planning, Environment, & Real Estate — Mational Scenic Byways Program — Neminations — Guide
Contacts Nominations
Loge Requests 2 \ Please Note: The National Scenic Byways Program is no longer funded. FHWA is now
Archived pages Background w} conducting a one-time solicitation of nominations for designation to America's
} Byways®.
¥ Byweay Quality . . . o 3
e S A ——— A few background questions will dictate what information is needed
e— Nominations FHWA — Planning, Enviranment, & Real Estate — National Scenic Byways Program — Nominations — Guide
1. Byway name. Does your byway name capture the imaginatic Contacts . )
Realola s When selecting the official name, byway leaders should recog <™ Nominations
and attributes of the route's location. Consider the importance Logo Requests
For more information, piease 2. Jurisdictions included in the byway route. If your byway  Archived pages Section 2: Statement of Qualification
contact: Federal land), you will be asked to indicate that you are subm v syway qualiey
i i jurisdicti i i it indivi » This section will introduce the reviewers to your byway. You will be asked to provide a description of your byway from the "big picture”
1. Danielle Blackshear Applicants in each jurisdiction will be required to submit in b ce s oo point of view. Within the context of your de‘;:riptign ,Zu mustinclude information om the fo\lop\,/ving: voursynEy oF
2. Wesley Blount Other considerations for multi-jurisdiction nominations :G’ams - :
required to identify the primary intrinsic quality that can be fg Cesemmmi o 1. Theme. You will be asked to provide a brief description of the unifying theme you plan to use to promote your byway. Please
consistent in the submission of the individual applications. Fo note that this should re\atg to _the Intrinsic Quality(s) for which the route is being numina_ted. Does your theme rgﬂect the central
identify a primary intrinsic quality that can be found in all of focus of your byway's nom\natlon_ story? The theme statement should help_you te;t your |g|sas by Q|stll\|ng them into a few )
intrinsic quality that may be unigue to their segment of the For mare information, please sentences; help you better organize and develop your argument; and provide reviewers with a "guide" to your argument later in
9 Y that may que | seg 3 contact: the application for designation as one of America's Byways®. As such, a strong thematic statement should justify further
more than one jurisdiction, the applicants will be asked toide | | ool Blackshear discussion that will be found in your narrative; expresses one main idea; and be specific. You should be succinct and include all of
management agency) that are also seeking nomination. Applif| > Wesley Blount these elements; reviewers are not looking for a lengthy description here, but a strong thematic statement that will set the tone
coordinate their responses for Section 2: Statement of Qualifi for the rest of your application.
3. Submission Agency 2. Traveler Experience. You will be asked to provide an overview of what visitors will experience when they drive the route. Note
I i . = that you will have the opportunity to create 3 traveler itinerary later in the Visitor Experience section of the nomination
4. Submission Date. This is the date of your online application application. As such, please provide a snapshot in words describing the overall travel experience visitors can expect to encounter.
5. Desired Designation. In nominating your byway, you must Use this description to establish the experience a traveler will have navigating your byway. Fer All-American Road applicants, part
or All-American Road. The selection of the designation sought] of the overall experience should include the road as being a destination unto itself such that travelers' would go there as a
requested to supply throughout your nomination application. primary reason for their trip. Provide a sense of how the Ex.per\encelunfulds as visible faatur.es, bvw_ay stun'as. or important ‘
the application, and follows this Background section resources which together form the core quality of your corridor. Reviewers will depend on this overview description to form their
o ' impressions of the travel experience along the entire byway. Will reviewers want to drive the road after reading your description?
a. National Scenic Byway. To be designated as a Nation] will they believe it is a regionally or nationally significant drive? Is the byway ready for travelers?
scenic byway Intrinsic Qualities that is regionally signifif 3. Regional Significance (National Scenic Byway). If you decide to apply for designation as a Natienal Scenic Byway, you will
b. All-American Road. To be designated as an All-Ame be asked to explain and justify what is special, significant or unique about your byway in relation to the primary Intrinsic Quality
least two of the Intrinsic Qualities that are nationally si for which you are nominating the road (i.e., attributes your byway has that others may not possess) and why it is regionally
destination unto itself, To be recognized as such, it sha significant to a geographic area encompassing two (2) or more States (essentially how it compares to other roads in your region).
recognized by travelers that they would make a drive 3 The reviewers will carefully examine the evidence you submit in their consideration of the significance of your primary Intrinsic
A . . P P Quality. Reviewers will expect to see clear statements about the significance of the byway's primary Intrinsic Quality and that the
characterl;t\cs associated with the [nt.rlnslc Qualities ar| nomination presents conclusive documentation supporting the claims made.
one-of-a-kind features that do not exist elsewhere. The Prior to beginning the online nomination application process, applicants should conduct research on the existing America's
characteristics of the corridor's intrinsic quality is recog| Byways® collection. Please see a list of America's Byways® at https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/Applicants are also encouraged
A list of America's Byways@ with the Intrinsic Qualities for w to review the information about the America's Byways® collection provided on this website so that you can assess and contrast
. the regionally significant attributes and qualities possessed by roads near the one you propose te designate.

4. National Significance (All-American Road). If you decide to apply for designation as an All-American Road, you will be asked
to explain and justify what is special, significant or unique about your byway in relation to the two (2) primary Intrinsic Qualities
for which you are nominating the road (i.e., attributes your byway has that others may not possess) and why they are nationally
significant. The reviewers will carefully examine the evidence you submit in their consideration of the significance of your primary
Intrinsic Qualities.

Remember that to be considered for All-American Road designation, the road or highway must be considered a destination unto






Additional Resources

Please Note: The National Scenic Byways Program is no longer funded. FHWA is now
conducting a one-time solicitation of nominations for designation to America's
Byways@®.

Contacts

Logo Requests
Archived pages

¥ Byway Quality

» Coordinator Orientation
b Grants

P Graphics Standards Manual

For more information, please
contact:

1. Danielle Blackshear
2. Wesley Blount

FHWA — Planning, Environment, & Real Estate — Mational Scenic Byways Program — Mominations

Nominations

Important Documents

Here are some important documents for your reference as you prepare for nominations.

Designation Readiness Worksheet

This is a self-evaluation tool byway leaders can use internally to establish your road has the
national designation.

» PDF @ (51 KB)
+ HTML (41 KB)

Image Style Guide
This document provides guidelines for providing NSBP with electronic images and tips for cre

+ PDF@m (134 KB)

« HTML

National Scenic Byways Legislation

view portions of the U.S. Code and SAFETEA-LU that are relevant to the Mational Scenic Byw
+ PDFm (76 KB)
 HTML

Interim Policy, May 18, 1995

This document outlines the policy for establishment of the National Scenic Byways Program.

+ PDF @ (23 KB)
- HTML

List of America's Byways (as of 2012)

Important Documents
e Readiness Worksheet
* Image Style Guide

* Legislation and policy text
links

* List of existing byways






Readiness Worksheet

Designation Readiness Worksheet - FY 2020 America’'s Byways® Nomination Cycle

For Your Use Only - Worksheet Not to be Submitted with the Nomination Application.

The Federal Highway Administration has developed this worksheet to|
only as you begin to think about the kind of information you might be
based on the Interim Policy (the principal policy for the program) and
on what is required to submit a FY 2020 nomination application, plead

Seeking designation requires considerable effort and the collection ar]

pplication. Additional 1 beyond those req Jin
make notations, and verify that they have the information available to
for designation as one of America’s BywaysE.

Assessing Our Documentation

O We have discussed our interest in seeking national designation witl
the: requirements for submitting a nomination application to them for s|

The Interim Policy (principal policy) and 23 USC 162 (law

guiding the NSBP Program) statements are reproduced below
each section label.

State, Indian Tribe, Federal Land
Management Agency Designation

To be considered for designation, a road must be nominated by a
State, an Indian tribe, or a Federal land management agency (U.S.
Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, National Park Service
and Bureau of Indian Affairs) and must first be designated as a State
scenic byway, an Indian tribe scenic byway, or, in the case of a road
on Federal lands, as a Federal land management agency byway

Nomination by Indian tribes: An Indian tribe may nominate a road as
a National Scenic Byway only if a Federal land management agency
(other than the Bureau of Indian Affairs), a State, or a political
subdivision of a State does not have jurisdiction over the road or
responsibility for managing the road. An Indian tribe shall maintain
the safety and quality of the roads nominated by the Indian tribe.

States, Indian tribes, and Federal land management agencies shall
notify each other regarding the nominations made for roads that are
within the jurisdictional boundary of the State, Indian tribe or Federal
land management agency; or directly connect to roads for which the
State, Indian tribe, or Federal land management agency is
responsible.

The Interim Policy (principal policy) and 23 USC 162 (law

guiding the NSBP Program) statements are reproduced below
each section label.

Vehicles Accommodated

Avroad or highway should safely and conveniently accommodate
two-wheel-drive automobiles with standard clearances to be
considered for designation as a National Scenic Byway or an All-
American Road. |n addition, to be considered for All-American Road
designation, roads or highways should safety accommodate
conventional tour buses. See Pages 5-7 of this worksheet for
discussion of more extensive All-American Road designation
requirements.

Verification

o At a minimum, the entire nominated route
accommodates two whee! drive automobiles
unpaved roads, or sections of roads that are
proposed for nomination that may be unpaved
may be submitted for consideration for national
designation but should meet this eriterion).

Documentation Locations (CMP
or other sources)

|- Accommodation evidence is
available in the following sources:

o Any limitations for RV of large
vehicles are noted.

Notes or Observations

any issues we need to
remember:

Provisions for Bikes & Pedestrians

Roads or highways considered for National Scenic Byway and All-
American Road designation should accommodate, wherever
feasible, bieyele and pedestrian travel.

o Where possible, bicycle and/or pedestrian
ravel is safely accommodated.

I Discussion available in the
following sources:

Locations we will reference
in the nomination application
jor on a map:

CMP Available for Submittal

A scenic byways corrider management plan, prepared in accordance
with Paragraph 9 of the Interim Poalicy, should be submitted and
approved in order for any road or highway to be considered for
National Scenic Byway of All-American Road designation. (See the
Interim Policy for more details.) To facilitate review, you will be
required to submit this document in electronic form as part of your
nomination application.

0 The CMP for the nominated route clearly
satisfies the required list from the Interim Policy

detailed in Paragraph 9

o The CMP is available in electronic form

o List identifies page numbers from
he CMP that discuss each required
point from Paragraph 9(a) of the
nterim policy

Motes about CMPF, citations,
jalternative discussion
lsources, other planning
Jdocuments related to corridor]
planning:

Continuity

An important criteria for both National Scenic Byways and All-
American Roads is continuity. Neither should have too
many gaps but rather should be as continuous as possible
and should minimize intrusions on the visitor's experience.

- Travelers can easily follow the route, even
when gaps are present.

- The neminated route is continuous or has
minimal gaps.

- Any gaps that exist do not diminish the traveler
lexperience.

0 Explanations for gaps and/for intrusions that
nterrupt the continuity of the traveler experience
can be provided (e.g., local zoning decisions,
lack of community support, etc.)

- Maps of the entire designated
foute are available

- Maps indicate eorridor
boundaries, byway features, points
Jof interest, communities and
partners and clearly show gaps in
he corridor

|2 A summary describing all route
lsegments is available.

I Addresses/ intersections and

Deseription of route
segments and gaps:

Information we already have
jor that needs to be collected
0 document how travelers
ollow the byway:

Maps or Information we
already have that needs to
be converted or scanned into
an electronic format for






Byways List

National Scenic Byways Program
Collection of America's Byways®
Designated by U.S. Secretary of Transportation

AAR (1996)

T
]
w

Intrinsic
Designation Qualities (see NSB (1998)
America's Byways Name State (see Notes) Notes
NSB (2005)

Alabama's Coastal Connection Alabama MNSB (2009) 5
AAR (2002)

e
w

Natchez Trace Parkway - Alabama Alabama AAR (1996) NSB (1996)

Selma to Montgomery March Byway Alabama AAR (1996) AAR (2002)

=]
a

Talladega Scenic Drive Alabama MNSB (1998) NSB (2005)
Alaska's Marine Highway Alaska NSB (2002) NSB (2002)

AAR (2005)
NSB (1998)

Glenn Highway Alaska NSB (2002)
NSB (2000)

The George Parks Highway Scenic Byway Alaska NSB (2009)
NSB (1996)

Haines Highway - Valley of the Eagles Alaska NSEB (2009)
NSB (2009)

Seward Highway Alaska MNSB (1998)
AAR (2002) AAR (1996)

e
w

Coranado Trail Scenic Byway Arizona NSB (2005) NSE (1998)

]
]
H
N
N
H
N
s
H
H
H
H
H
s

Historic Route 66 - Arizona Arizona NSE (2005) noe {1008

AAR (2009) (2009)

Kaibab Plateau - North Rim Parkway Arizona NSB (1998) NSB (2005)

AAR (1996)

=]
w

Red Rock Scenic Byway (Red Rock Scenic Road) Arizona AAR (2005)

NSB (1996)
Sky Island Scenic Byway Arizona NSEB (2005)

NSB (1996)
Crowley's Ridge Parkway - Arkansas Arkansas NSB (1998)

NSB (2005)
Great River Road - Arkansas Arkansas NSB (2002)

NSB (2002)
Talimena Scenic Drive - Arkansas Arkansas NSB (2005)

NSB (2009)

Arroyo Seco Historic Parkway - Route 110 California NSB (2002)
NSB (2009)
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AAR (2009)

=
w






Contacts Links

Please Note: The National Scenic Byways Program is no longer funded. FHWA is now

gp} conducting a one-time solicitation of nominations for designation to America's
M

Byways®.

Nominations FHWA — Planning, Environment, & Real Estate — National Scenic Byways Program

Contacts
Lego Requests

Al e Ly This section contains information about people related to America's Byways®@

» Byway Quality

b Coordinator Orientation Program Staff

L E=EED FHWA HQ
P Graphics Standards Manual View the contact information for National Scenic Byways Program staff members.

States & FHWA Division Offices

For more information, please
contact: State Contacts

View a list of all

byway coordinators, to

1. Danielle Blackshear FHWA — Planning, Environment, & Real Estate — National Scenic Byways Program — Contacts

2. Wesley Blount |ndian Tribes

State Contacts

Indian Tribe Contacts
View a list of contacts for India

State Index

Alabama [index]

State Coordinator: FHWA Division Office:
Sundae Ragland Lynne Urquhart

State Pedestrian & Bicycle Coordinator Environmental Engineer
Alabama Dept. of Transportation (334) 223-7380

(334) 242-6086 lynne.urquhart@dot.gov

raglands@dot.state.al.us

Alaska [index]

State Coordinator: FHWA Division Office:
Marcheta Moulton Miles Brookes

Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities Transportation Specialist
(907) 465-8769 (907) 586-7148
Marcheta.moulton@alaska.gov Miles.brookes@dot.gov

Arizona [index]
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Online Byway Nomination Form






Access the Online NSBP Byway

Jepartment of Transportation

Nomination Form

*/ Federal Highway Adrﬁi-nisfrcxiion

Office of Planning, Environment, & Realty (HEP)

| Planning || Environment” Real Estatel

Please Note: The National Scenic Byways Program is no longer funded. FHWA is now

Contacts
Logo Requests

Archived pages

B Bywviay Quality
» Coordinator Orientation
B Grants

F Graphics Standards Manual

For more information, pleasa
contact:

1. Danielle Blackshear
2. Wesley Blount

P conducting a one-time solicitation of nominations for designation to America's
Byways®.
rvun®®

mw;& — Planning, Environment, & Real Estate — MNational Scenic Byways Program

Nominations

Introduction

Under the Naticnal Scenic Byways Program, the U.5. Secretary of Transportation recognizes certain roads as Naticnal Scenic Byways or
All-American Roads based on their intrinsic qualities. The Federal Highway Administration promotes the collection as America's Byways®.

NSBP Byway Nomination Form _

Use this online tool to submit FY 2020 Nomination Applications for designation to America's Byways®. All nominations must be submitted
using the Byway Nomination Form by May 15, 2020.

FY 2020 Nomination Application Questions

This document (PDFgm - Updated 1/21/2020) is for use as a template to assist with nomination application preparaticn. It is not the
official nomination application, and will not be accepted as part of the final submission.






Byway Nomination Form

U.S. Department of Transportation
DN Federal Highway

@ Administration
National Scenic Byways Program

Byway Nomination Form

Thank you for your interest in nominating a scenic byway. Your nomination must be completed and submitted by
11:55 PM. ET, May 15, 2020.

Note: Before you start, please consider the following:

= The onling Byway Nomination Form contains seven sections. Consider downloading the FY 2020 Nomination
Application Questions document from the FHWA NSBP website that lists the questions on the Nomination Form.

Edit the PDF to build your responses and then copy and paste the final version of your responses into the online
MNomination Form.

If you are nominating a byway that traverses more than one state, Tribal land, or federal land, you must submit a
multi-jurisdiction nomination. For multi-jurisdiction nominations, applicants in each jurisdiction are required to
submit individual nominatio lications for their portion of the byway. For example, a byway that traverses North Dakota and South Dakota will consist
of two nomination applicatio ne by ND that discusses the ND portion of the byway; the other by SD that discusses the SD portion of the byway. In this
example, individuals from nd SD should refer to the byway on their applications under the same byway name. More about multi-jurisdiction nominations.

Please visit the FHWA Nationa@€=nic Byways Program website for more information.

You must log in to procee you don't have a user ID and password, please register.

Logn Register

Work Email: | | Don't have a log in ID?
i 1

Password: | | Register Now!

« For questions about the FHWA's Mational Scenic Byways Program, contact Danielle Blackshear, 202-366-2064.
» Fortechnical issues or questions about the online Byways Momination Form, contact Gerry Flood, 617-454-3848.






Basic Rules for Users

» Users register and then access the
form with a User Name and Password

* Nomination form consists of a
Background page plus seven sections
(see box to right)

* Some questions require users to
upload PDFs, photos/images, and GIS
shapefiles

* Users may incrementally complete
the nomination (can save drafts of the
nomination)

0 N O Uk wWDNPRE

Background

Essential Information
Statement of Qualification
Route Information

Route Conditions
Visitor/Traveler Experience
Planning/Sustainability
Principal Points of Contact






Who Uses the Form and What are their
Roles?

* Preparer fills-in the form and submits the completed nomination

* Signatory* endorses (or does not endorse) the nomination; your State,
Tribal, or FLMA Coordinator

* FHWA Division Point of Contact acts as a resource to the Preparer,
Signatory, or others when requested, as needed

* Primary Point of Contact™® acts as a resource (to the signatory, FHWA); has
in-depth knowledge about the nomination

 FHWA Byways Team oversees 2020 nomination cycle activity and can
answer guestions about the National Scenic Byway Program

*Responsibility of the Preparer to identify these individuals in the nomination
form.





Online Submission Process

Revise
(return to
Applicant)

To Signatory
Preparer Starts a . . - (State, Tribe, or To FHWA HQ for
o Submits Nomination .
Nomination Federal Lands Review

Agency)

Do Not Endorse

To Byway Primary
Point of Contact

Momination Does
Not Mowve Forward

System Email






Nomination Portal

National Scenic Byways Program

Nomination Portal

Status

Draft

Revise

Submitted

Endorsed

Mot
Endorsed

Byway Name

Morthernlights

Byway

Western Byway

Southermn Byway

Eastern Byway

Southeastern
Byway

Preparer

Flood, Gerard

Johnson, Hope

Helouk, Amalia

Smith, Paul

Sullivan,
Kathleen

Preparer
Organization

Town of Centerville

Town of Newcastle

City of Middleton

City of Lubbock

City of Santa Fe

Preparer

VA

HD

MM

Dummy data - Not actual data

Jurisdiction

es

es

Mo

es

Type of Multi-Jurizdiction

Tribal Federal Multi-
Lands State
Mo Mo WA, W
es Me Mo
Mo Mo AZ CA,
MM

Submission
Agency

INC

ABC

DEF

JKL

Desired
Designation
Mational Scenic

Byway

Mational Scenic
Byway

All-American Road

Mational Scenic
Byway

All-American Road

Primary
POC

Tom Kelly
Jim Snow
Susan
lMoore

Tom Jones

Susan
Davis

Signatory

Tom Kelly

Jim Snow

Danielle

Marton

Tom Jones

Susan Davis
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Demo of online Byway Nomination Form






Technical Support

Any technical issues or questions related to the online
application, contact:

Gerry Flood
gerry.flood@dot.gov

617-494-3848




mailto:gerry.flood@dot.gov



Questions?

Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/ Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/ Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/
byways/60807/photos 2279/photos/all 13548/photos

George Washington Memorial
Parkway
Virginia
All-American Road

Great River Road
Arkansas, lllinois, lowa, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Minnesota,
Mississippi, Missouri, Tennessee,
Wisconsin
National Scenic Byway

Gunflint Trail Scenic Byway
Minnesota
National Scenic Byway
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FY 2020 National Scenic Byways Nomination Application Questions

This document is for use as a template to assist with nomination application preparation. It is not the official nomination application, and will not be accepted as part of the final submission. The official nomination application can be found online at: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/nominations/.



		[bookmark: Text1]Byway Name:     



		[bookmark: Text2]State(s), Indian tribe(s), or Federal land(s):      



Multi-jurisdiction:  



If your byway traverses more than one jurisdiction (i.e., State, Indian tribe, or Federal land), you will be asked to indicate that you are submitting a nomination submission for a multi-jurisdiction nomination and applicants in each jurisdiction will be required to submit individual nomination applications.



		[bookmark: Text3]Submission Agency:      



		[bookmark: Text4]Submission Date:      



		Desired Designation (select one):









For more information about the distinctions between designations, see the Nominations Guide.



Please note: Any road that fails to meet the requirements for All-American Road designation will automatically be considered for designation as a National Scenic Byway.



		

Change in Designation: 



If you are seeking to nominate an existing National Scenic Byway as an All-American Road, you are required to identify two (2) intrinsic qualities that are nationally significant. One of these may be the same intrinsic quality used to justify previous designation as a National Scenic Byway. However, your application will need to describe the national significance of that intrinsic quality.



		

Extension: 



If you are seeking an extension to an existing National Scenic Byway or All-American Road, you are required to submit the nomination application for the proposed extension in context of the existing National Scenic Byway or All-American Road and identify the same primary intrinsic quality(s) that can be found along the previously designated portion of the byway. Applicants are required to identify the same primary intrinsic quality(s) that can be found along the designated portion of the byway, and

how the proposed extension relates to and enhances the designated byway.





 (
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[bookmark: SECTION_1:_ESSENTIAL_INFORMATION]SECTION 1: ESSENTIAL INFORMATION



Location

Provide a description of the location of the byway within the State. Use cardinal directions (e.g., north) and reference major cities, regions, and/or landmarks. (limit 150 words)

[bookmark: Text5]     

Date of Local Designation

Any road submitted for designation under the National Scenic Byways Program must be designated, through legislation or some other official declaration, a State, Indian tribe or Federal land management agency scenic byway. List the designating agency(s) and date(s) of designation.

     

Intrinsic Qualities

For the National Scenic Byway designation, select the one (1) Intrinsic Quality that is most evident along the road and that you will demonstrate is regionally significant.



For multi-jurisdiction nomination applicants seeking designation as a National Scenic Byway, applicants must cite the same primary intrinsic quality as the other jurisdictions seeking designation.



For the All-American Road designation, select the two (2) Intrinsic Qualities that are most evident along the road and that you will demonstrate are nationally significant and contribute to the byway being considered a “destination unto itself.”



For multi-jurisdiction nomination applicants seeking designation as an All-American Road, at least one of the two primary intrinsic qualities cited must match the qualities submitted by the other jurisdictions seeking designation. The applicant may cite the second intrinsic quality as specific to their segment of the byway. 

















Primary Photo

Provide a single image that you feel best represents the experience along your byway. Please select this image carefully as it will introduce the reviewers to your byway. Also, if designated, this image will be included with your byway on the America’s Byways® website.





Please provide an alternative text description of the image that describes what the image depicts. This text will be used by those who cannot see the photo, and should thoroughly describe what is depicted in the image. For guidelines on submitting images and composing alternative text descriptions, please see our Image Style Guide. (limit 50 words)

     





[bookmark: SECTION_2:_STATEMENT_OF_QUALIFICATION]SECTION 2: STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATION



Statement of Qualification

This section will introduce the reviewers to your byway. Provide a description of your byway from the "big picture" point of view, and within the context of your description, include information on the items below. For more information on developing a strong statement of qualification, please reference the Nominations Guide. (limit 750 words)



· Theme that reflects the central focus of the byway’s nomination story and promotes the Byway

· An overview of the Traveler Experience navigating the byway. Provide a sense of how the experience unfolds as visible features, byway stories, or important resources form the core quality of your corridor.

· Regional Significance (National Scenic Byway) – explain and justify what is special, significant or unique about your byway in relation to the primary Intrinsic Quality

· National Significance (All-American Road) – explain and justify what is special, significant or unique about your byway in relation to the two (2) primary Intrinsic Qualities, and why the road is considered a destination unto itself.



     

[bookmark: SECTION_3:_ROUTE_INFORMATION]


SECTION 3: ROUTE INFORMATION



Byway Length

Enter the total byway length (in miles) from end to end (including road gaps that aren’t included in the nomination but must be traveled).

     

Route Description

1. Please provide a complete, sequential route description that documents all road segments including any gaps and/or intrusions. Include all of the road segments which, when linked together, match the legal description used by your State/Indian tribe/Federal land management agency to officially designate the road. Please work with your State/Indian tribe/Federal land management agency Scenic Byway Coordinator to develop this section so that you accurately reflect State/Indian tribe/Federal land management agency records for the designated route. (limit 500 words)

     



2. To assist review of your nomination, please provide the addresses/intersections and the GPS coordinates for the beginning and end points of the byway, as well as for other key points/features included in Section 5: Traveler Experience. Please also specify road names and route numbers for all road segments.

     

If available, please submit a GIS shapefile of the route.

     

Federal Lands

When appropriate, check the boxes for agencies whose lands occur along the byway.



[bookmark: Check1]|_| Bureau of Indian Affairs

[bookmark: Check2]|_| Bureau of Land Management

[bookmark: Check3]|_| Fish and Wildlife Service

[bookmark: Check4]|_| National Park Service

[bookmark: Check5]|_| USDA Forest Service

[bookmark: Check6][bookmark: Text13]|_| Other (please specify):      



Route Map

Please provide the following information on a single pdf map which will be used as a central reference point with the other materials you include in your nomination application. The scale and size of the map will be relative to the location and length of your nominated byway. In some cases, this may require two or more pages. The map and supporting legend should clearly show:



· Location of the byway within the State, Indian lands, or Federal lands

· The location of the byway in relation to other State, Indian tribe, and Federal land management agency byways; and America’s Byways in your region

· Each end point of the byway

· Location of gaps and/or intrusions

· The location of each community along the route

· Boundaries and/or management areas of major entities (e.g., parks, forests, reserves)

· Locations of critical directional signage, if any

· Locations of existing interpretive panels/information

· Locations of public visitor centers and/or other visitor amenities (e.g., public restroom facilities)

· Locations of fueling stations (including alternative fuel vehicle charging/fueling stations, if any)

· Locations of the features detailed in the Visitor Experience section of the nomination



Continuity of the Route

The continuity of your byway route is an essential requirement for designation as it directly impacts the travel experience and can reflect community support. If you have included a list of gaps and/or intrusions in your official route description, please use this section to provide explanations for any gaps and/or intrusions in your route that interrupt the continuity of the traveler experience (e.g., local zoning decisions, lack of community support, etc.) (limit 250 words)

     



Nomination by Indian Tribes

If this nomination is being submitted for consideration by an Indian tribe, please answer the following questions:



1. Title 23, United States Code (USC), Section 162(a)(3)(B) allows nomination by Indian tribes only if a Federal land management agency (other than the Bureau of Indian Affairs), a State, or a political subdivision of a State does not have jurisdiction over the road or responsibility for

managing the road. Briefly discuss who has jurisdiction over the road and who manages the road. (Limit 200 words)



2. Section 162(a)(3)(C) requires that Indian tribes maintain the safety and quality of roads nominated. Discuss how the tribe will maintain the safety and quality of the road. (Limit 200 words)





[bookmark: SECTION_4:_ROUTE_CONDITIONS]


SECTION 4: ROUTE CONDITIONS



Vehicle Accommodation

1. Confirm that two-wheel drive passenger vehicles and motorcycles are accommodated along the entire route, and describe how this is facilitated if segments of the road are not paved. (limit 150 words)

     



2. Describe the accommodation of bicycle and pedestrian travel, including crossings, along the byway. If non-applicable, indicate N/A. (limit 150 words)

     



3. For the All-American Roads designation, discuss the accommodation of conventional tour buses along the route. (limit 150 words)

     



Travel Restrictions

1. Describe any restrictions to the types of vehicles that are allowed along the route. If non- applicable, indicate N/A. (limit 150 words)

     



2. Describe any seasonal closures or other restrictions along the route. If non-applicable, indicate N/A. (limit 150 words)

     



Seasons

1. Describe the best time during the year to drive the byway and experience the Intrinsic Qualities identified in this application (limit 150 words)

     



2. Describe any travel concentrations or high seasons when byway visitors might be more likely to encounter crowds or extra traffic (limit 150 words)

     



Safety

Describe the key factors of your roadway that contribute to its safety for travelers (e.g. rumble strips, low speeds, lighting, guard rails, high friction surface treatments). (limit 150 words)

     



[bookmark: SECTION_5:_TRAVELER_EXPERIENCE]


SECTION 5: TRAVELER EXPERIENCE



Getting to the Byway

Using the table below, provide distance and driving time to the byway from at least two nearby large cities, gateway communities, airports, major roadways, or other locations that would be pertinent to the traveler (limit 5).



		Location

		Distance

		Average Drive Time



		[bookmark: Text23]     

		     

		     



		     

		     

		     



		     

		     

		     



		     

		     

		     



		     

		     

		     







Traveler Services

1. Provide a short description of services and hours of operation at each public visitor/welcome center. (limit 150 words)

     



2. Describe any universal access accommodations to assist travelers of varying abilities. (Limit 150 words)

     



3. Describe any gaps on the byway of 50 miles or more where no traveler services (food, fuel or restrooms) are available. (Limit 150 words)

     



4. Does your byway include alternative fuel corridors, as defined under FHWA’s Alternative Fuels Corridor Program? If yes, please list the corridor(s) and date(s) of designation, and discuss the fuel(s) accommodated. If non-applicable, indicate N/A. (Limit 150 words)

     



Wayfinding

1. Describe how travelers will know they are on the byway and list tools such as maps, signs and brochures. (Limit 150 words)

     



2. Please describe directional signage that currently exists that would help travelers access and navigate the byway as well as find their way back to major routes. If non-applicable, indicate N/A (150 words)

     



Evidence of Intrinsic Qualities

For the National Scenic Byway designation, identify up to 8 features (i.e., points of interest, sites or events) in sequential order along your byway that support the Intrinsic Quality you have identified for nomination.



For the All-American Road designation, identify up to 16 features (i.e., points of interest, sites or events) in sequential order along your byway that support the Intrinsic Qualities you have identified for nomination.



Please keep in mind that the quality of your points of interest, sites or events and their connection to the byway's Intrinsic Quality(s) are more import than citing a large quantity of sites that aren't connected. If using events to support your byway's Intrinsic Quality(s), they must be particularly related to the byway travel experience or connect the byway traveler to the Intrinsic Quality(s) for which the byway is being nominated.



For each feature, please include the following (limit 500 words per feature):



· Name of the feature

· A description of what is found at the feature, and how the feature supports the Intrinsic Quality(s)

· Dates and/or times on which the feature is available for traveler visits

· Driving distance to the feature, and existing signage if the feature is not immediately adjacent to the road. Please ensure the feature is included in the Route Description and on the Route Map in Section 3: Route Information.

· If hiking, cycling, or walking is involved, the distance and degree of difficulty

· Up to 3 photos highlighting how the feature supports the Intrinsic Quality. For guidelines on submitting images and composing alternative text descriptions, please see our Image Style Guide.

 Feature 1 



 Feature 2 



 Feature 3 



 Feature 4 



 Feature 5 



 Feature 6 



 Feature 7 



 Feature 8 



 Feature 9 



 Feature 10 



 Feature 11 



 Feature 12 



 Feature 13 



 Feature 14 



 Feature 15 



 Feature 16 





Telling Your Story

An important part of supporting the America’s Byways brand is providing travelers with information about the Intrinsic Qualities that form the essence of your byway.



1. Describe the materials you use to tell your byway story and interpret its Intrinsic Qualities, (e.g., maps, brochures, DVDs, etc.) (Limit 150 words)

     



2. Provide the website(s) and/or social media sites where travelers and media can find information specific to your byway (other than byways.org).

[bookmark: SECTION_6:_PLANNING/SUSTAINABILITY]     


SECTION 6: PLANNING/SUSTAINABILITY



Community Support

Community support and the openness of the planning process are considered important components in both the designation and determination of the sustainability of a byway.



1. Provide a list of key participants/organizations in the planning and development of the Corridor Management Plan (CMP), and describe critical coordination efforts with these organizations. (Limit 150 words)

     



2. Identify any significant objections to the CMP and describe actions taken to resolve them. (Limit 150 words)

     



3. Describe how you have addressed the control of outdoor advertising and view shed protection with your stakeholders. (Limit 150 words)

     



4. Describe how this byway nomination was developed and who was involved, including critical coordination efforts with key industries and organizations along the corridor and any significant objections to the nomination of the road. (Limit 200 words)

     



5. Document that you have received support from road management authorities responsible for each segment of the road and Federal land management agency(s) through whose lands the byway runs. (Limit 150 words)

     



6. List actions the byway leader or organization will take to assure ongoing community involvement and citizen participation. (Limit 150 words)

     



Supporting Documentation

You must include an electronic PDF copy of the Corridor Management Plan and a single PDF document combining any letters documenting support. Applicants are limited to providing these two forms of supporting documentation along with the Route Map (and optional GIS file) and the photos referenced within the body of the nomination application. Additional documentation/attachments will not be considered.



Corridor Management Plan – Your application must be supported by a Corridor Management Plan that addresses the required points of corridor management planning detailed in the Interim Policy.





Letters Documenting Support – Reviewers find supporting letters that document local support useful as they corroborate statements you make in your application. The most effective documentation is personalized support statements that describe the writer’s relationship to the byway and expected benefits from national designation. It is also useful to see indications of how the writer will continue their support in the future.





Corridor Management Plan

1. Date CMP was adopted (MM/DD/YYYY).

     



2. Does your State/Indian tribe/Federal land management agency require that CMPs be regularly updated to reflect current policies? If yes, how often? If no, in a few concise bullet points, please describe your priorities for the byway for the next five (5) years. (Limit 150 words)

     






Your byway’s Corridor Management Plan must address each of the following points. Using the table below, identify the principal pages in your document that discuss each point.



		Question

		Page

Number(s)



		1. A map identifying the corridor boundaries, location, intrinsic qualities, and land uses in the corridor.

		     



		2. An assessment of the intrinsic qualities and their "context" (the areas surrounding them).

		     



		3. A strategy for maintaining and enhancing each of those intrinsic qualities.

		     



		4. The agencies, groups, and individuals who are part of the team that will carry out the plan, including a list of their specific, individual responsibilities. Also, a schedule of when and how you'll review the degree to which those responsibilities are being met.

		     



		5. A strategy of how existing development might be enhanced and new development accommodated to preserve the intrinsic qualities of your byway.

		     



		6. A plan for on-going public participation.

		     



		7. A general review of the road's safety record to locate hazards and poor design, and identify possible corrections.

		     



		8. A plan to accommodate commercial traffic while ensuring the safety of sightseers in smaller vehicles, as well as bicyclists, joggers, and pedestrians.

		     



		9. A listing and discussion of efforts to minimize anomalous intrusions on the visitor's experience of the byway.

		     



		10. Documentation of compliance with all existing local, state, and federal laws about the control of outdoor advertising.

		     



		11. A plan to make sure that the number and placement of highway signs will not get in the way of the scenery, but still be sufficient to help tourists find their way. This includes, where appropriate, signs for international tourists who may not speak English fluently.

		     



		12. Plans of how the byway will be marketed and publicized.

		     



		13. Any proposals for modifying the roadway, including an evaluation about design standards and how proposed changes may affect the byway's intrinsic qualities.

		     



		14. A description of what you plan to do to explain and interpret your byway's significant resources to visitors.

		     



		

		Additional Requirements for All-American Road Nomination Submissions



		15. A narrative on how the All-American Road would be promoted, interpreted, and marketed in order to attract travelers, especially those from other countries. The agencies responsible for these activities should be identified.

		     



		16. A plan to encourage the accommodation of increased tourism, if this is projected. Some demonstration that the roadway, lodging and dining facilities, roadside rest areas, and other tourist necessities will be adequate for the number of visitors induced by the byway’s designation as an All-American Road.

		     



		17. A plan for addressing multi-lingual information needs.

		     



		18. A demonstration of the extent to which enforcement mechanisms are being implemented in accordance with the corridor management plan.

		     







Byway Organization

1. Describe the structure of any byway organization that currently exists. (Limit 100 words)

     



2. Describe plans to strengthen the organization over the next five years. (Limit 100 words)

     



3. Provide a description of the stewardship actions and practices your byway organization intends to follow so that your Intrinsic Quality(s) remains evident or available to travelers along the byway. (Limit 100 words)

     





[bookmark: SECTION_7:_CONTACTS_AND_SIGNATORY]SECTION 7: CONTACTS AND SIGNATORY



Contacts

FHWA will use these contacts to obtain additional information during the nomination process and after designation, if it occurs. It is important for you to assure the individuals you list in your nomination are available for such contacts and will maintain up-to-date knowledge about byway activities.



		Role

		Contact Details



		[bookmark: _Hlk34401013]State/Indian tribe/Federal land management Agency Signatory

		Name:      

Agency:      

Title:      

Email:      

Phone:      



		Principle Byway Point of Contact

		Name:      

Agency:      

Title:      

Email:      

Phone:      



		Form Preparer

		Name:      

Agency:      

Title:      

Email:      

Phone:      







Signature

I certify that this application is complete and correct. My name below constitutes as my electronic signature.



		Signature:      

		Date:      
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