Mississippi River Parkway Commission
701 East Washington Avenue, Suite 202
Madison, WI 53703

All-American Road Nomination Working Meeting – Minnesota
March 3, 2020 (1:00 – 2:00pm)


Confirm AAR Application Lead Contacts:
Chris Miller – Director for MN-MRPC
John Anfinson – Historian – Superintendent of National Parks (C&H Co-Chair)
Carol Zoff – MN-DOT
Holly Slagle – MN Scenic Byways Coordinator

Discuss application preparation rolls:
Preparer (applicant/author): Carol Zoff
This decision was made due to availability and accessibility of the contributing elements being primarily housed within MN-DOT. Carol will create account in portal and will provide a unified voice on content for application.

Signatory: Holly Slagle
As the MN Scenic Byway Coordinator, Holly will receive drafts, review, comment and follow up as needed with preparer. This is not anticipated to be much due to the relationship of Holly and Carol.

Point of Contact: Chris Miller
Chris will be the point of contact for the application for reviewers of the application after the May 15, 2020 submittal deadline

Content Contributors:
Chris Miller, John Anfinson, and Carol Zoff will be primary, but Commission members will all participate in the process

MN FHWA Contact:
Joe Campbell

Critical path:
Letters of Support:
Agencies, Tribes, MRCTI or other groups

Chris to develop the letter of solicitation and letter/resolution of support and John will review

Chris will also develop a table that will identify opportunities to pursue agencies, tribes or other groups at National, Regional or Local level and:
Identify overlapping states
Identify if MN will pursue support at national or regional level
Identify if another state might be better suited to pursue support
Identify if National Office should pursue support

Identification of Features that support the Intrinsic Qualities (max. 16):
Elements should be points of interest, sites, resources or events

Initial list included 17 features, more have been added

Points of consideration include:
What intrinsic quality does element speak strongest to?
Does element have national or international significance?
Does element have direct/indirect connection to Miss. R?
Does element by proximity connect to Miss. R?

John is developing a table that will help facilitate this process of vetting the features. Minnesota is having an internal meeting on March 4 to work through some of this process. John offered to supply a copy of this to Francis for his use with other states by March 9 (next meeting – with Wisconsin).
 
Mapping:
Not much was mentioned here, probably should have followed up more for better understanding.

Intrinsic Qualities:
Primary: History (all ten states – aligns with NSB designation)
Secondary: Culture has been identified by the MN-MRPC, and they feel they can make it fit. John expressed concerns over the cultural being Twin Cities centric. He also offered examples of Natural that might represent the entire length of the Mississippi River and the Great River Road in Minnesota more thoroughly.
 
Confirm/Establish any interim deadlines:
Interim deadline is still set for May 1, 2020, but due to the proximity and relationship between Carol and Holly, there is no concerns over this date being flexible plus or minus a few days.

Questions or suggestions from webinar to follow up on:
Q1: Can the webinar content be accessed?

A1: The webinar can be access in its entirety at https://connectdot.connectsolutions.com/psuvugpsoi0w/ or a hard copy of the presentation is attached here: 

Q2: Guidance has been provided to the Great River Road states specific to their interest in nominating the GRR for All-American Road designation. Can you provide that guidance?


A2:  

Q3: MRCTI – how or who will be pursuing the letter/resolution of interest?


A3: Sherry Quamme (WiMRPC) has already reached out to Mayor Tim Kabat (City of La Crosse) to pursue this. Confirmation from Mayor Kabat was received that he would pursue this at their conference this week, attached here: 
Also included here is the draft resolution language offered to Mayor Kabat:



Q4: Question was asked about can a group of trails be aggregated and grouped as a single feature or must they be an individual feature? This was asked by a different state, and Minnesota might have a similar situation (not necessarily trails). How should this be clarified?
A4: It was suggested that Minnesota draft a submittal for that feature showing maps, locations of the different elements to be submitted under a single feature. Also include a description and other supporting documents and pictures that would support a single feature approach. Francis and Carol will facilitate the conversation. This should occur sooner than later to make sure appropriate action can be taken in the application/nomination to address a response from FHWA.

Next Meeting Opportunities:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Individual state calls are the preferred method with the understanding that there will still be the Ten-state transportation committee teleconference and also the Semi-Annual Meeting in Baton Rouge for 10-state collaboration opportunities.

Based on timing of internal meetings and the interim deadline, Minnesota would prefer a 3-week interval between meetings. Francis will set up a Doodle Poll for the timeframe of March 19-31.
		Mission Statement: Preserving, promoting and enhancing the Mississippi River Parkway for communities and travelers
Phone: 866-763-8310  •  Fax: 608-242-8896
Web Site: ExperienceMississippiRiver.com  •  E-mail: info@experiencemississippiriver.com
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National Scenic Byways Program (NSBP)
The vision of the program is to create a 
distinctive collection of American roads, their 
stories and treasured places. 


Beartooth Highway
Montana & Wyoming
All-American Road


4


Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2281/photos



https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2281/photos





• Designated by the US 
Secretary of Transportation


• National Scenic Byway or 
All-American Road 


• Based on Intrinsic Qualities
• Archaeological
• Cultural 
• Historic
• Natural
• Recreational
• Scenic


• 150 Byways in 46 states


America’s Byways®
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Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2144/photos


Cascade Lakes Scenic Byway
Oregon


National Scenic Byway



https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2144/photos





https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/


America’s Byways® Website
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/





National Designations
Now soliciting FY 2020 Nominations for designation!


Please Note: The National Scenic Byways Program is no longer funded. FHWA is now 
conducting a one-time solicitation of nominations for designation to America's 
Byways®. 


Previous Designations
• 1996
• 1998
• 2000
• 2002
• 2005
• 2009
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Big Bend Scenic Byway
Florida


National Scenic Byway


Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2599/photos



https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2599/photos





Who can submit a nomination?
• Application can originate from 


anyone (may vary by state)
• Must be nominated by a 


State, an Indian tribe, or a 
Federal land management 
agency (FLMA)


• Must be a designated State, 
Tribal or FLMA byway


• Reciprocal Notification 
Required Source: hthttps://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2161/photos


Cherokee Foothills Scenic Highway
South Carolina
National Scenic Byway
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2599/photos

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2161/photos





Criteria National Scenic 
Byway


All-American Road


Intrinsic Quality 1 2


Significance Distinct and most 
representative of the 
region


Recognized 
throughout the 
region


One-of-a-kind 
features that do not 
exist elsewhere


Recognized 
nationally


Destination unto 
itself


Principal Criteria for National Designation
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Corridor Management Plan (CMP)


• Must be adopted before application deadline
• Must be developed with community involvement 


• Must include information on the 14 (National Scenic 
Byway) or 18 (All-American Road) points 


• Specific requirements for the CMP can be found in 
the Nominations Guide
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/nominations/guide/cmp.cfm





Roles & Responsibilities
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Headquarters Role


• Provide overall program and policy direction.
• Solicit and review nominations for designation as one of 


America's Byways®. 
• Prepare decision materials for use by the Secretary of 


Transportation and the FHWA Administrator.


Danielle Blackshear
(202) 366-2064
Danielle.blackshear@dot.gov


Wesley Blount
(202) 366-0799
Wesley.blount@dot.gov


Fleming El-Amin
(202) 366-0233
Fleming.el-amin@dot.gov


For general inquiries, please contact us at: Scenicbyways@dot.gov
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mailto:Danielle.blackshear@dot.gov

mailto:Wesley.blount@dot.gov

mailto:Fleming.el-amin@dot.gov

mailto:Scenicbyways@dot.gov





Division Office / Federal Lands Role


• Serve as a contact to respond to questions regarding the 
byways application process


• Notify State Coordinators, FLMAs, & Tribes of important 
updates and deadlines, including application portal 
notification emails


• Assist the Scenic Byway Review Team with verifying byway 
information as questions arise


For a list of Division Office and Federal Lands POCs, please visit: 
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/contacts/
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/contacts/





State Coordinator Role
• Serve as a resource for applicants – Keep your FHWA Division 


Office POC informed  
• Establish internal deadlines for submitting nomination 


applications for State review
• Review and evaluate online nomination submissions


• Return any incomplete applications to applicants for 
refinement and resubmission 


• Coordinate with other States, Indian tribes and/or Federal 
land management agencies on multi-jurisdiction applications


• Submit completed applications to FHWA HQ by May 15, 2020
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Tribal/Federal Land Management Agency 
Coordinator Role
• Serve as a resource for applicants – Keep your FHWA Division 


Office/Federal Lands and State Coordinator POCs informed  
• Coordinate with State, Indian tribes, and/or FLMAs to determine 


who has jurisdiction over the nominated roadway
• This will impact whether you are able to submit a nomination 


application directly to FHWA


• Establish internal deadlines for submitting nomination 
applications for review


• Review and evaluate online nomination submissions
• Return any incomplete applications to applicants for refinement 


and resubmission 
• Submit completed applications to FHWA HQ by May 15, 2020
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2020 Nomination Schedule
Online Byway Nomination Form
opened


February 13, 2020


Quarterly Coordinators Call April 30, 2020 
2:00-3:00 p.m. EST


Byway Nomination Form closes and 
reviews begin


May 15, 2020 


2020 Scenic Byways Designations 
announced


Fall 2020
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/nominations/





Program Links
FHWA
• National Scenic Byways Program
• America’s Byways®
• 23 U.S.C. 162
• 1995 Interim Policy
• Nomination Guide
• Nomination Application Questions


External Resources
• National Scenic Byways Foundation
• Scenic America
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Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2282/photos


Cherohala Skyway
North Carolina & Tennessee


National Scenic Byway



https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/us_code.cfm

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-1995-05-18/html/95-12211.htm

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/nominations/guide/essentials.cfm

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/nominations/2020_nsb_omination_application_questions.pdf

https://nsbfoundation.com/

https://www.scenic.org/

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2282/photos





Website Organization
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/
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National Scenic Byways Program Website



https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/





Navigation from FHWA Homepage 
https://highways.dot.gov/


1. From the Programs menu, Select “Planning, Environment and Realty”
2. Select “Environment” in the top left
3. Select “2020 National Scenic Byways Program” from the “Topics of Special 
Interest” list on the bottom right.
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https://highways.dot.gov/





Key Website Resources 


• Nomination 
resources 


• Contacts links
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Nomination Resources
• Nomination 


Form link
• Application 


Questions – PDF 
Format


• Nomination 
Guide


• Intrinsic 
Qualities


• Important 
Documents


• Existing 
Designations
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/nominations/



https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/nominations/





Intrinsic Qualities


• Archaeological
• Cultural
• Historic
• Natural
• Recreational
• Scenic
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Application Questions – PDF Format
• NOT the official application
• 11 page tool to help 


applicants prepare 
nominations 


• Contains questions asked in 
the online application tool


• Format similar to online 
application


• Includes word limits 


• Recent updates: 
• Local designation required 


prior to nomination
• # of features to support 


intrinsic qualities


24







Nominations Page
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• Detailed guidance on questions for reference when preparing application.
• One page for each of the seven sections of the 7 application sections.


Nominations Application Information







Additional Resources 
Important Documents
• Readiness Worksheet
• Image Style Guide
• Legislation and policy text 


links
• List of existing byways
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Readiness Worksheet
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Byways List 
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Contacts Links
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Website Index
Scenic Byways 


Website


Nominations


Nominations


FY 20 
Nomination 


Guide


Nomination


Form


Intrinsic
Qualities 


Important 
Documents


Important 
Documents


Readiness 
Worksheet


Image Style 
Guide


Legislation and 
Policy


List of America’s 
Byways


Intrinsic 
Qualities


Contacts


FHWA HQ


FHWA Division 
Offices


FHWA Federal 
Lands


State 
Coordinators 


Indian Tribes
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Online Byway Nomination Form
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Access the Online NSBP Byway 
Nomination Form


33







Byway Nomination Form
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Basic Rules for Users


• Users register and then access the 
form with a User Name and Password 


• Nomination form consists of a 
Background page plus seven sections 
(see box to right)


• Some questions require users to 
upload PDFs, photos/images, and GIS 
shapefiles


• Users may incrementally complete 
the nomination (can save drafts of the 
nomination)
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Who Uses the Form and What are their 
Roles?
• Preparer fills-in the form and submits the completed nomination


• Signatory* endorses (or does not endorse) the nomination; your State, 
Tribal, or FLMA Coordinator


• FHWA Division Point of Contact acts as a resource to the Preparer, 
Signatory, or others when requested, as needed


• Primary Point of Contact* acts as a resource (to the signatory, FHWA); has 
in-depth knowledge about the nomination 


• FHWA Byways Team oversees 2020 nomination cycle activity and can 
answer questions about the National Scenic Byway Program


*Responsibility of the Preparer to identify these individuals in the nomination 
form.
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Online Submission Process
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Nomination Portal
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Demo of online Byway Nomination Form
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Technical Support


Any technical issues or questions related to the online 
application, contact:


Gerry Flood
gerry.flood@dot.gov


617-494-3848
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Questions?
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Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/
byways/60807/photos


George Washington Memorial 
Parkway
Virginia


All-American Road


Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/
13548/photos


Gunflint Trail Scenic Byway
Minnesota


National Scenic Byway


Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/
2279/photos/all 


Great River Road
Arkansas, Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky, 


Louisiana, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Tennessee, 


Wisconsin
National Scenic Byway
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GRR_SpecificQ&A.MSG
FW: Great River Road - All-American Road Designation Questions

		From

		Slagle, Holly (DOT)

		To

		Zoff, Carol (DOT); Schelfhout, Francis - DOT

		Recipients

		carol.zoff@state.mn.us; Francis.Schelfhout@dot.wi.gov



I didn’t see your names and the distribution list, so I thought I would send this info on to you ahead of today’s meeting.





 





Holly





 





 





Holly Slagle





State Scenic Byway Coordinator





Office of Environmental Stewardship





651-366-3623











 





 





 





From: Blackshear, Danielle (FHWA) [mailto:Danielle.Blackshear@dot.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 03, 2020 9:06 AM
To: jeff.ingram@ahtd.ar.gov; todd.a.smith@illinois.gov; mary.stahlhut@dot.iowa.gov; jackie.jones@ky.gov; Sharon Calcote <scalcote@crt.la.gov>; Slagle, Holly (DOT) <holly.slagle@state.mn.us>; lkillebrew@mdot.ms.gov; brenda.harris@modot.mo.gov; Michael.McClanahan@tn.gov; liat.bonneville@dot.wi.gov
Cc: Heflin, Amy (FHWA) <Amy.Heflin@dot.gov>; Kyte, James (FHWA) <james.kyte@dot.gov>; Stevenson, Jerry (FHWA) <Jerry.Stevenson@dot.gov>; Gibson, Johnnie (FHWA) <Johnnie.Gibson@dot.gov>; Rothermel, Eric (FHWA) <eric.rothermel@dot.gov>; Harkless, Charles (FHWA) <Charles.Harkless@dot.gov>; Campbell, Joseph (FHWA) <joe.w.campbell@dot.gov>; Jansen, Randal (FHWA) <Randal.Jansen@dot.gov>; Nevins, Brian (FHWA) <Brian.Nevins@dot.gov>; Claxton, Theresa (FHWA) <Theresa.Claxton@dot.gov>; Bacher-Gresock, Bethaney (FHWA) <Bethaney.Bacher-Gresock@dot.gov>; El-Amin, Fleming (FHWA) <fleming.el-amin@dot.gov>; Blount, Wesley (FHWA) <wesley.blount@dot.gov>; scenicbyways <scenicbyways@dot.gov>
Subject: Great River Road - All-American Road Designation Questions





 





	This message may be from an external email source.





Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security Operations Center.





 





  _____  



Good morning,





 





Thank you for your participation in last week’s webinar. We appreciate your enthusiasm for the National Scenic Byways Program! Several of you have reached out with questions regarding interest in nominating the Great River Road (GRR) for All-American Road (AAR) designation. Rather than continuing to respond back individually, I thought it might be helpful to send one large email to the State Coordinators and Division Office POCs so that we are all in the loop and on the same page. Please feel free to forward this information as applicable. 





 





For context, the Great River Road is a 10-state byway that stretches from Minnesota to Louisiana. Although it is listed as a collective byway, the various states were designated separately as National Scenic Byways (NSB) between the 2000 and 2009. You can view the Collection of America’s Byways and the years they were designated on our website.  





 





Some general information for your consideration:





 





*	Each state may nominate their portion of the GRR for All-American Road designation separate from the remaining 9 states (similar to how was done in years past). This means that the full 10-state byway does not need to apply for All-American Road designation in order to be considered. Some states may not be prepared or want to apply, and that is ok! J If designated, your state GRR would still be considered part of the 10-state GRR, your portion would just be classified as an All-American Road while the remaining byway would be classified as a National Scenic Byway. 





*	Historic Route 66 is an interesting example of this. The byway was designated as a NSB in various years (New Mexico 2000; Illinois, Arizona 2005; Oklahoma 2009), but the Arizona portion received AAR designation in 2009.  





*	Although you are a 10-state byway, some states may not be able to justify ARR designation (incomplete application, failure to demonstrate national significance for two intrinsic qualities, etc.). This does not disqualify the other states that apply. Each state will be judged on their own merit. HOWEVER, you should describe how your state’s portion of the GRR contributes to the overarching story/theme of the larger 10-state byway. 


*	When applying in the Byway Nomination Form, please indicate that your application is a Multi-Jurisdiction application. In your case, multi-jurisdiction means that the overall GRR traverses multiple states. As a reminder, you do not need to submit separate applications for every town, city, county, and/or national forest that touches the byway. If your portion of the byway runs through federal or tribal lands, please demonstrate coordination and buy-in in Section 6: Community Support. You should also demonstrate coordination with the other GRR states, to the extent practicable (for example, you may have quarterly GRR byway coalition meetings).


*	You may have 1 Corridor Management Plan (CMP) that covers the entire 10-state byway, or each state may have their own individual CMP. The important thing is that the CMP meets the 18 requirements for ARR designation. 


*	Each state may include up to 16 features to support their two intrinsic qualities. All states must have Historic as the first intrinsic quality, since that was the quality selected for NSB designation. You may each select different qualities for the second. Remember, both intrinsic qualities must demonstrate national significance (as opposed to regional significance justified in your previous NSB applications). 





 





I hope this provides additional clarity. Please reply back to this email if you have any follow up questions, so that we can keep everyone informed. 





 





Thank you and best of luck! 





 





Danielle





 





Danielle E. Blackshear 





Transportation Specialist





Office of Human Environment, Livability Team





Federal Highway Administration





U.S. Department of Transportation





1200 New Jersey Ave., SE, Washington, DC 20590





Phone: (202) 366-2064  |  Room E74-438  





Danielle.Blackshear@dot.gov  |  www.fhwa@dot.gov 





 





P Please consider the environment before printing this email. Thanks!
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Schelfhout, Francis - DOT


From: Slagle, Holly (DOT) <holly.slagle@state.mn.us>
Sent: Tuesday, March 03, 2020 9:31 AM
To: Zoff, Carol (DOT); Schelfhout, Francis - DOT
Subject: FW: Great River Road - All-American Road Designation Questions


Importance: High


I didn’t see your names and the distribution list, so I thought I would send this info on to you ahead of today’s meeting. 
 
Holly 
 
 
Holly Slagle 
State Scenic Byway Coordinator 
Office of Environmental Stewardship 
651‐366‐3623 


 
 
 
 


From: Blackshear, Danielle (FHWA) [mailto:Danielle.Blackshear@dot.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, March 03, 2020 9:06 AM 
To: jeff.ingram@ahtd.ar.gov; todd.a.smith@illinois.gov; mary.stahlhut@dot.iowa.gov; jackie.jones@ky.gov; Sharon Calcote 
<scalcote@crt.la.gov>; Slagle, Holly (DOT) <holly.slagle@state.mn.us>; lkillebrew@mdot.ms.gov; brenda.harris@modot.mo.gov; 
Michael.McClanahan@tn.gov; liat.bonneville@dot.wi.gov 
Cc: Heflin, Amy (FHWA) <Amy.Heflin@dot.gov>; Kyte, James (FHWA) <james.kyte@dot.gov>; Stevenson, Jerry (FHWA) 
<Jerry.Stevenson@dot.gov>; Gibson, Johnnie (FHWA) <Johnnie.Gibson@dot.gov>; Rothermel, Eric (FHWA) 
<eric.rothermel@dot.gov>; Harkless, Charles (FHWA) <Charles.Harkless@dot.gov>; Campbell, Joseph (FHWA) 
<joe.w.campbell@dot.gov>; Jansen, Randal (FHWA) <Randal.Jansen@dot.gov>; Nevins, Brian (FHWA) <Brian.Nevins@dot.gov>; 
Claxton, Theresa (FHWA) <Theresa.Claxton@dot.gov>; Bacher‐Gresock, Bethaney (FHWA) <Bethaney.Bacher‐
Gresock@dot.gov>; El‐Amin, Fleming (FHWA) <fleming.el‐amin@dot.gov>; Blount, Wesley (FHWA) <wesley.blount@dot.gov>; 
scenicbyways <scenicbyways@dot.gov> 
Subject: Great River Road ‐ All‐American Road Designation Questions 
 


 


Good morning, 
 
Thank you for your participation in last week’s webinar. We appreciate your enthusiasm for the National Scenic Byways 
Program! Several of you have reached out with questions regarding interest in nominating the Great River Road (GRR) for All‐
American Road (AAR) designation. Rather than continuing to respond back individually, I thought it might be helpful to send one 
large email to the State Coordinators and Division Office POCs so that we are all in the loop and on the same page. Please feel 
free to forward this information as applicable.  
 


  This message may be from an external email source. 
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security Operations Center. 
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For context, the Great River Road is a 10‐state byway that stretches from Minnesota to Louisiana. Although it is listed as a 
collective byway, the various states were designated separately as National Scenic Byways (NSB) between the 2000 and 2009. 
You can view the Collection of America’s Byways and the years they were designated on our website.   
 
Some general information for your consideration: 
 


 Each state may nominate their portion of the GRR for All‐American Road designation separate from the remaining 9 
states (similar to how was done in years past). This means that the full 10‐state byway does not need to apply for All‐
American Road designation in order to be considered. Some states may not be prepared or want to apply, and that is ok! 
 If designated, your state GRR would still be considered part of the 10‐state GRR, your portion would just be classified 
as an All‐American Road while the remaining byway would be classified as a National Scenic Byway.  


o Historic Route 66 is an interesting example of this. The byway was designated as a NSB in various years (New 
Mexico 2000; Illinois, Arizona 2005; Oklahoma 2009), but the Arizona portion received AAR designation in 2009.  


 Although you are a 10‐state byway, some states may not be able to justify ARR designation (incomplete application, 
failure to demonstrate national significance for two intrinsic qualities, etc.). This does not disqualify the other states that 
apply. Each state will be judged on their own merit. HOWEVER, you should describe how your state’s portion of the GRR 
contributes to the overarching story/theme of the larger 10‐state byway.  


 When applying in the Byway Nomination Form, please indicate that your application is a Multi‐Jurisdiction application. In 
your case, multi‐jurisdiction means that the overall GRR traverses multiple states. As a reminder, you do not need to 
submit separate applications for every town, city, county, and/or national forest that touches the byway. If your portion 
of the byway runs through federal or tribal lands, please demonstrate coordination and buy‐in in Section 6: Community 
Support. You should also demonstrate coordination with the other GRR states, to the extent practicable (for example, 
you may have quarterly GRR byway coalition meetings). 


 You may have 1 Corridor Management Plan (CMP) that covers the entire 10‐state byway, or each state may have their 
own individual CMP. The important thing is that the CMP meets the 18 requirements for ARR designation.  


 Each state may include up to 16 features to support their two intrinsic qualities. All states must have Historic as the first 
intrinsic quality, since that was the quality selected for NSB designation. You may each select different qualities for the 
second. Remember, both intrinsic qualities must demonstrate national significance (as opposed to regional significance 
justified in your previous NSB applications).  


 
I hope this provides additional clarity. Please reply back to this email if you have any follow up questions, so that we can keep 
everyone informed.  
 
Thank you and best of luck!  
 


WtÇ|xÄÄx 
 


Danielle E. Blackshear  
Transportation Specialist 
Office of Human Environment, Livability Team 
Federal Highway Administration 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE, Washington, DC 20590 
Phone: (202) 366-2064  |  Room E74-438   
Danielle.Blackshear@dot.gov  |  www.fhwa@dot.gov  
 


 Please consider the environment before printing this email. Thanks! 
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RE: WI Great River Road - Application for "All American Road"

		From

		Kabat, Tim

		To

		'Sherry Quamme'

		Cc

		Cavadini, Caley; Schelfhout, Francis - DOT; Bonneville, Liat - DOT; Nussbaum, Andrew - TOURISM; 'Terri Austin McCullough'; 'Anne'; Colin Wellenkamp (cwellenkamp@mrcti.org)

		Recipients

		squamme@centurytel.net; cavadinic@cityoflacrosse.org; Francis.Schelfhout@dot.wi.gov; Liat.Bonneville@dot.wi.gov; ANussbaum@travelwisconsin.com; terrimccullough@gmail.com; alewis@americaswaterway.org; cwellenkamp@mrcti.org



Hi Sherry,





 





Thank you for the note and draft resolution.  I support this effort and I am happy to work with the Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative to move this forward.  





 





I have cc’d MRCTI’s Executive Director, Colin Wellenkamp to this reply and will touch base with him.





 





Thanks again.





 





Sincerely,





 





Tim





 





Tim Kabat





Mayor





City of La Crosse





400 La Crosse Street





La Crosse, WI 54601





(608) 789-7500





www.cityoflacrosse.org





 





 





From: Sherry Quamme <squamme@centurytel.net> 
Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2020 6:40 AM
To: Kabat, Tim <kabatt@cityoflacrosse.org>
Cc: Cavadini, Caley <cavadinic@cityoflacrosse.org>; McCormick, Sara <mccormicks@cityoflacrosse.org>; 'Schelfhout, Francis - DOT' <Francis.Schelfhout@dot.wi.gov>; 'Bonneville, Liat - DOT' <Liat.Bonneville@dot.wi.gov>; Andrew.Nussbaum@TravelWisconsin.com; 'Terri Austin McCullough' <terrimccullough@gmail.com>; 'Anne' <alewis@americaswaterway.org>
Subject: WI Great River Road - Application for "All American Road"





 





*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 





 





Dear Mayor Kabat,





 





In your role as an active member and leader of the Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative, the National Mississippi River Parkway Commission is requesting that you consider introducing the attached draft resolution of support from MRCTI for the 10 State Mississippi River Parkway Commission to become an All American Road.  This is a draft for MRCTI consideration so please feel free to shape this in language that is comfortable for the MRCTI.  MRCTI meets in Washington D.C. March 3-5 and you are part of the agenda.  Terri Mc Cullough, Pilot, Mississippi River Parkway Commission, will be in attendance if you wish to confer with her about the resolution and the application of the MRPC 10 States so each state can become a segment of the All American Road.





 





You have always been a champion of the WI Great River Road National Scenic Byway, with a segment of this road through the City of La Crosse.  This is a 10 State Great River Road National Scenic Byway as you know well.  The WI Mississippi River Parkway Commission is the Wisconsin leadership for this Wisconsin Byway and the only National Scenic Byway in Wisconsin.  The National MRPC is the 10 State Organization that continually works to keep the Byway a National Treasure.  Becoming an “All American Road” will further the status of our National Scenic Byway both Nationally and Internationally.  We believe the marketing potential and economic impact is tremendous if we can become an All American Road.





 





As you know, the WI MRPC hosted the Annual Meeting of the Mississippi River Parkway Commission in La Crosse Sept. 17 – 19, 2019.  Terri Mc Cullough, our Pilot (National MRPC President) invited Sharon Strouss, President of the National Scenic Byway Foundation, to brief the attendees on the upcoming “All American Road” program of the Federal Highway Administration.  It was at this La Crosse meeting that the MRPC quickly agreed as 10 States that we would pursue becoming a 10 State All American Road, once the Guidelines were announced by FHWA on Feb. 13, 2020.   May 15, 2020 is the application deadline to the FHWA for All American Road.  The WI MRPC is currently working actively to meet this deadline as are the other 9 States.  





 





Having a Resolution of Support from MRCTI for the All American Road application would be huge for every GRRNSB State.  It is also efficient and powerful to have your organization support this vs getting individual letters of support from every community mayor or village president.





 





Francis Schelfhout, La Crosse WisDOT office, is now the MRPC Transportation Committee Chair and is assisting both the National MRPC and WIMRPC with the application process.  (Liat Bonneville, WisDOT Byways Coordinator, is also assisting with the WI MRPC application as well as Andrew Nussbaum of the WI Dept. of Tourism.)





 





I am available by email and cell phone to answer any questions you have and also to discuss more of the background, reasons this is so important.  I return from a trip out of state on 3/1/20 and am available to meet in person if that is helpful.





 





Best regards and thank you very much,





Sherry Quamme, Chairperson – Wisconsin Mississippi River Parkway Commission





Cell:  920-210-4560





Email:  squamme@centurytel.net





Squamme43@gmail.com





  





 





 










All American Road Application for the Great River Road AL 2-14-20 MRCTI.docx

All American Road Application for the Great River Road AL 2-14-20 MRCTI.docx

[bookmark: _GoBack]All American Road Application for the Great River Road, a National Scenic Byway, Endorsed by Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative


 











Whereas, President Donald J. Trump signed into law the “Reviving America’s Scenic Byways Act of 2019” on September 22, 2019; and bipartisan efforts are currently underway to restore byway funding; and  


 


Whereas, Reviving America’s Scenic Byways Act reopened applications for new All-American Roads and National Scenic Byways to be submitted to the Federal Highway Commission, Department of Transportation by May 15, 2020; and


 


Whereas, the ten-state national Mississippi River Parkway Commission preserves, promotes and enhances the Great River Road National Scenic Byway benefitting communities and travelers along the Mississippi River, ant their effort successfully achieved National Scenic Byway status between 2002 and 2009; and  





Whereas, the Great River Road meets All American Road criteria, possessing multiple intrinsic resources that are of national significance and is a destination and reason for travel unto itself; and


 


Whereas, the national Mississippi River Parkway Commission is spearheading applications from all 10 states to have the Great River Road designated an All American Road in this application period so that it can further cement the Great River Road National Scenic Byway’s importance to the many communities – small and rural to large and metropolitan – as an artery of tourism and commerce along the Mississippi River. 


 


Resolved, therefore, the mayors of the Mississippi River, through the Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative, heartily endorse the ten-state Mississippi River Parkway Commissions’ and Departments of Transportations’ applications to have the Great River Road designated as an All American Road. 
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Schelfhout, Francis - DOT


From: Kabat, Tim <kabatt@cityoflacrosse.org>
Sent: Sunday, February 23, 2020 7:21 PM
To: 'Sherry Quamme'
Cc: Cavadini, Caley; Schelfhout, Francis - DOT; Bonneville, Liat - DOT; Nussbaum, Andrew - 


TOURISM; 'Terri Austin McCullough'; 'Anne'; Colin Wellenkamp (cwellenkamp@mrcti.org)
Subject: RE: WI Great River Road - Application for "All American Road"
Attachments: All American Road Application for the Great River Road AL 2-14-20 MRCTI.docx


Hi Sherry, 
 
Thank you for the note and draft resolution.  I support this effort and I am happy to work with the Mississippi River Cities and 
Towns Initiative to move this forward.   
 
I have cc’d MRCTI’s Executive Director, Colin Wellenkamp to this reply and will touch base with him. 
 
Thanks again. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tim 
 


Tim Kabat 
Mayor 
City of La Crosse 
400 La Crosse Street 
La Crosse, WI 54601 
(608) 789‐7500 
www.cityoflacrosse.org 
 
 


From: Sherry Quamme <squamme@centurytel.net>  
Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2020 6:40 AM 
To: Kabat, Tim <kabatt@cityoflacrosse.org> 
Cc: Cavadini, Caley <cavadinic@cityoflacrosse.org>; McCormick, Sara <mccormicks@cityoflacrosse.org>; 'Schelfhout, Francis ‐ 
DOT' <Francis.Schelfhout@dot.wi.gov>; 'Bonneville, Liat ‐ DOT' <Liat.Bonneville@dot.wi.gov>; 
Andrew.Nussbaum@TravelWisconsin.com; 'Terri Austin McCullough' <terrimccullough@gmail.com>; 'Anne' 
<alewis@americaswaterway.org> 
Subject: WI Great River Road ‐ Application for "All American Road" 
 


*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  


 
Dear Mayor Kabat, 
 
In your role as an active member and leader of the Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative, the National Mississippi River 
Parkway Commission is requesting that you consider introducing the attached draft resolution of support from MRCTI for the 10 
State Mississippi River Parkway Commission to become an All American Road.  This is a draft for MRCTI consideration so please 
feel free to shape this in language that is comfortable for the MRCTI.  MRCTI meets in Washington D.C. March 3‐5 and you are 
part of the agenda.  Terri Mc Cullough, Pilot, Mississippi River Parkway Commission, will be in attendance if you wish to confer 







2


with her about the resolution and the application of the MRPC 10 States so each state can become a segment of the All 
American Road. 
 
You have always been a champion of the WI Great River Road National Scenic Byway, with a segment of this road through the 
City of La Crosse.  This is a 10 State Great River Road National Scenic Byway as you know well.  The WI Mississippi River Parkway 
Commission is the Wisconsin leadership for this Wisconsin Byway and the only National Scenic Byway in Wisconsin.  The 
National MRPC is the 10 State Organization that continually works to keep the Byway a National Treasure.  Becoming an “All 
American Road” will further the status of our National Scenic Byway both Nationally and Internationally.  We believe the 
marketing potential and economic impact is tremendous if we can become an All American Road. 
 
As you know, the WI MRPC hosted the Annual Meeting of the Mississippi River Parkway Commission in La Crosse Sept. 17 – 19, 
2019.  Terri Mc Cullough, our Pilot (National MRPC President) invited Sharon Strouss, President of the National Scenic Byway 
Foundation, to brief the attendees on the upcoming “All American Road” program of the Federal Highway Administration.  It 
was at this La Crosse meeting that the MRPC quickly agreed as 10 States that we would pursue becoming a 10 State All American 
Road, once the Guidelines were announced by FHWA on Feb. 13, 2020.   May 15, 2020 is the application deadline to the FHWA 
for All American Road.  The WI MRPC is currently working actively to meet this deadline as are the other 9 States.   
 
Having a Resolution of Support from MRCTI for the All American Road application would be huge for every GRRNSB State.  It is 
also efficient and powerful to have your organization support this vs getting individual letters of support from every community 
mayor or village president. 
 
Francis Schelfhout, La Crosse WisDOT office, is now the MRPC Transportation Committee Chair and is assisting both the National 
MRPC and WIMRPC with the application process.  (Liat Bonneville, WisDOT Byways Coordinator, is also assisting with the WI 
MRPC application as well as Andrew Nussbaum of the WI Dept. of Tourism.) 
 
I am available by email and cell phone to answer any questions you have and also to discuss more of the background, reasons 
this is so important.  I return from a trip out of state on 3/1/20 and am available to meet in person if that is helpful. 
 
Best regards and thank you very much, 
Sherry Quamme, Chairperson – Wisconsin Mississippi River Parkway Commission 
Cell:  920‐210‐4560 
Email:  squamme@centurytel.net 
Squamme43@gmail.com 
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Whereas, President Donald J. Trump signed into law the “Reviving America’s Scenic Byways Act of 2019” on September 22, 2019; and bipartisan efforts are currently underway to restore byway funding; and  

 

Whereas, Reviving America’s Scenic Byways Act reopened applications for new All-American Roads and National Scenic Byways to be submitted to the Federal Highway Commission, Department of Transportation by May 15, 2020; and

 

Whereas, the ten-state national Mississippi River Parkway Commission preserves, promotes and enhances the Great River Road National Scenic Byway benefitting communities and travelers along the Mississippi River, ant their effort successfully achieved National Scenic Byway status between 2002 and 2009; and  



Whereas, the Great River Road meets All American Road criteria, possessing multiple intrinsic resources that are of national significance and is a destination and reason for travel unto itself; and

 

Whereas, the national Mississippi River Parkway Commission is spearheading applications from all 10 states to have the Great River Road designated an All American Road in this application period so that it can further cement the Great River Road National Scenic Byway’s importance to the many communities – small and rural to large and metropolitan – as an artery of tourism and commerce along the Mississippi River. 

 

Resolved, therefore, the mayors of the Mississippi River, through the Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative, heartily endorse the ten-state Mississippi River Parkway Commissions’ and Departments of Transportations’ applications to have the Great River Road designated as an All American Road. 
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