MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN THE 
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS)
AND 
WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (WISDOT)

A. Authority
Program management is authorized by the Grassland Reserve Program (“GRP”), sections 1238N through 1238Q of Title XII of the Food Security Act of 1985, as amended by the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008.

B. Purpose
The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is to allow for the construction and maintenance of a stream channel and an associated bank within the Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) Conservation Easement Contract No. 835F4804011WO. These activities are being permitted on the GRP Conservation Easement to address a compelling public need associated with replacing a structure on State Highway 131 to bring it into compliance with the Federal Highway Standard.  As agreed to in this MOU, WisDOT will replace the existing structure B-12-0618 with the proposed structure B-12-0079 on State Highway 131 in Crawford County, Wisconsin.
This MOU will serve as an agreement between parties relative to the expectation for addressing construction and post-construction activities associated with the stream and stream bank. 
C. Definitions
1. Grassland Reserve Program - is a voluntary conservation program that emphasizes support for working grazing operations enhancement of plant and animal biodiversity, and protection of grassland under threat of conversions to other uses.  

2. Permanent Limited Easement - is an acquisition for a limited purpose.  It is typically used for construction outside the normal Right of Way that does not seriously impair the property owner’s use, but does require occasional access for maintenance purposes.  This type of acquisition is also used in areas where the acquiring agency will jointly use the same lands with others.

3. Defined Parcel – is described as Parcel Number 3 of the Transportation Project Plat No: 5783-03-21-4.01 dated May 14, 2013 (attached as a supporting document to the MOU).  The defined area contains .21 acres. 


D. Applicability
This MOU is being implemented to address the following activities:

1. Hierarchy of Easement - WisDOT acknowledges that the NRCS GRP conservation easement supersedes the WisDOT’s PLE. WisDOT acknowledges that this MOU only applies to the PLE, and that no area outside of the PLE, but within the GRP easement, will be impacted.

2. Construction activities within the PLE - 
a. Construction activities will be contained within the .21 acres of the PLE. Construction activities will conform to Wisconsin Department of Transportation Standard Specifications for Highway and Structure Construction 2014 Edition. Standards and specifications for top soil (625), erosion control (628), and seeding (630) comply with NRCS standards. Standard Mix NO. 10 from the WisDOT Seeding standard will be used for establishing vegetation in association with the construction activities.
b. A 200 feet stream (linear feet) will be constructed with 3:1 side slopes. The side slopes will be vegetated. The stream will occupy approximately .07 of the PLE. An associated 200 feet stream bank will be constructed at a height of 4 feet. The side slopes in to the existing pasture will be constructed at 4:1. The stream bank will occupy approximately .14 of the PLE.
c. There will be no staging areas within the GRP conservation easement, including the PLE.
d. Equipment brought into the site must be properly cleaned to reduce the spread of invasives species in the easement area.
e. Erosion control measures will be taken to reduce stream bank erosion and the prevalence of sedimentation into the stream during construction.

3. Livestock Exclusion - Fence shall be installed to exclude livestock from the stream corridor within the PLE. Livestock shall have access to the PLE for flash grazing.

4. Coordination for Maintenance activities - In the instance that a failure to the structure, stream, or stream banks occurs, WisDOT shall contact NRCS prior to accessing said parcel to inform NRCS of the event and proposed maintenance activity.

5. Maintenance activities - WisDOT will access the PLE after a significant weather event to assess the condition of the structure, stream, and stream bank. Reestablishment of the stream or stream bank will comply with Wisconsin Department of Transportation Standard Specifications for Highway and Structure Construction. 

6. No building of structures, trash or waste, asphaltic paving, or mining will be allowed within the GRP easement.    


WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

___________________________________
Jim Rohe
Wisconsin Project Development Chief

___________________________________
Steve Vetsch Jr
WisDOT Environmental Coordinator

___________________________________
Greg Messling
WisDOT Real Estate Specialist




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE  - NATURAL  RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

___________________________________
Jimmy Bramblett
State Conservationist





