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	Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection
Division of Agricultural Resource Management, AIS Program
PO Box 8911,   Madison, WI 53708-8911
Phone: (608) 224-4650   Fax (608) 224-4615

	Agricultural Impact Notice for Highway Projects 
	Wis. Stat §32.035.

	Please complete this Notice for highway projects as required by Wis. Stat. § 32.035(3) and include complete information for each project alternative.  This form is intended to notify Department staff of a proposed highway project on agricultural land.  Information provided in this form will be used to determine whether an Agricultural Impact Statement (“AIS”) will be needed for the proposed project, and to prepare the AIS, if one is needed.  
Submit this form and all associated files electronically.  Submissions may be emailed to the Department at: DATCPAgImpactStatements@wisconsin.gov, uploaded onto an FTP site, or submitted on a compact disc and mailed to the address above.  Maximum file size for email to the Department is 15 MB.  
Personally identifiable information you provide may be used for secondary purposes other than that for which it was collected (Wis. Stat. § 15.04 (1)(m)).



	Section 1: General Information

	PROJECT TITLE
[bookmark: Text34]STH 19 Mazomanie - USH 12
	WISDOT PROJECT ID 
[bookmark: Text2]5145-00-01
	COUNTY(IES)
[bookmark: Text3]Dane

	CONTACT FOR PROJECT QUESTIONS (If WisDOT Project, list Project Manager)
[bookmark: Text4]NAME: Lalitha Balachandran                                          COMPANY / AGENCY (if not WisDOT):      
PHONE NUMBER: 608-243-3382                           EMAIL ADDRESS: Lalitha.Balachandran@dot.wi.gov

	BILLING INFORMATION:
|_| WISDOT             |_| OTHER (Fill out the information below)   
NAME:                                                COMPANY/AGENCY:      
ADDRESS:      
PHONE NUMBER:                                 EMAIL ADDRESS:      

	WILL A CONCEPTUAL STAGE RELOCATION PLAN BE PREPARED FOR THE PROJECT? 
[bookmark: Check12][bookmark: Check13][bookmark: Check14]|_| YES       STATUS                      |_| NO                           |_| UNKNOWN  

	WISDOT ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS 
|_| EA        |_| EIS      |_| OTHER      |_| NONE REQUIRED  
	ESTIMATED ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT COMPLETION DATE 
08/01/2019

	DATE FINAL AIS IS NEEDED
07/01/2019
	ANTICIPATED START DATE FOR LAND ACQUISITIONS 
[bookmark: Text17]08/01/2019

	PROJECTED CONSTRUCTION START DATE
[bookmark: Text18]04/01/2023
	PROJECTED CONSTRUCTION COMPLETION DATE
11/01/2023
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Definitions
Agricultural Properties includes any of the following activities conducted for the purpose of producing an income or livelihood:
· Crop or forage production.
· Keeping livestock.
· Beekeeping.
· Nursery, sod, or Christmas tree production.
· Floriculture.
· Aquaculture.
· Fur farming.
· Forest management.
· Enrolling land in a federal agricultural commodity payment program or a federal or state agricultural land conservation payment program.
Farm is defined as all land under common ownership that is primarily devoted to agricultural land use
Agricultural Land Use Categories
All information provided in this form and associated files should identify agricultural properties according to the following agricultural land use categories.  The Department recommends a minimum mapping unit of one-half acre.
Cropland – Land that is planted in row crops, small grains, or hay.
Pasture – Land that supports grass or other vegetation for domestic grazing animals.
Idle or Fallow Fields – Land that is cleared and maintained as agricultural fields but is not currently planted/cultivated.
Specialty Farmland – Unique cropland that does not fit into the categories above.  Examples include cropland used to grow vegetables, Christmas tree farms, orchards, nurseries, and horticultural land (such as cranberries, ginseng, fruit farms, hops, and vineyards).  Identify the type of specialty farm.
Other Agricultural Land – Land use or structures that do not fit into the above categories.  It may include wooded areas, wetlands, farm residences, farm buildings, ponds, and private farm roads.  Do not include individual bushes, drainage swales, fence rows, which should be included with the associated type of farm land use.
Non-Agricultural Land – All non-agricultural land uses.

Mapping Requirements
GIS shapefiles or geodatabases are preferred but will accept AutoCAD files with a defined coordinate system.  For data representing project areas such as parcels, ROW, or acquisitions, data should be polygons and not polylines, if possible.




	Section 2: Associated Files
Submit the following information in electronic formats including GIS files (shapefiles or geodatabases) and Excel spreadsheets.  GIS shapefiles are preferred but will accept AutoCAD files with a defined coordinate system.  See sample spreadsheets for recommended formats and types of data. 

	a) Landowner Parcels.  Submit data (GIS preferred) identifying all properties affected by the project, landowner names, unique ID (if any), tax parcel number, alternative ID, address, contact information, acres within ROW, type of acquisition (fee-simple, easement), and identification of those that are agricultural properties.  
	|_| Submitted 

	b) Mailing List.  Submit in Excel spreadsheets:
1. All properties crossed by the proposed ROW, including landowner names, tax parcel number, alternative ID, mailing address, contact information, acres within ROW, type of acquisition (fee-simple, easement), and identification of those that are properties that are agricultural properties.  
2. Contact information of any other individual, group, club, or committee that has shown an interest in the project or requested an AIS. 
	|_| Submitted

	c) Project Information.  Submit data (GIS preferred) identifying the proposed ROW.  Include the area (acres), acquisition type (fee-simple, easement), and ROW type (new, existing).  Also identify any relocations.
	|_| Submitted 

	d) Existing Highway Facilities.  Submit data (GIS preferred), text, and/or diagrams that serve to illustrate existing highway ROWs that would connect to the project and their disposition as a result of this project.
	[bookmark: Check7]|_| Submitted 

	e) Land Use.  Submit data (GIS preferred) and Excel spreadsheets that identify the Department agricultural land use categories (cropland, idle or fallow land, pasture, specialty farmland, other agricultural land, or non-agricultural land as defined on Page 2 of this form) for the proposed project ROW.  Provide acres for each agricultural land use type for each alternative.
	[bookmark: Check8]|_| Submitted 

	f) Wetlands and Waterways.  GIS data for field-delineated wetlands and waterways.
	[bookmark: Check10]|_| Submitted 

	g) Maps/Figures.  Submit project-specific maps/figures showing sufficient detail and location information to fully describe the project.
	[bookmark: Check11]|_| Submitted

	Explain why any of the above information is not applicable or if the information is not known or available for the proposed project:         




Section 3: Project Description 
(Summarize the information with figures, maps, and tables.)

a) Describe the proposed project. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]1. Location (counties, towns, cities, villages):  The proposed project is located in Dane County in the Towns of Mazomanie, Berry, and Springfield and through Marxville. 
2. Affected Highway:  The project affects STH 19 
3. Starting Point:  WIS 19/WIS 78 Intersection     Ending Point:  WIS 19/USH 12 Intersection
[bookmark: Text40][bookmark: _GoBack]4. ROW Acres of Agricultural Land to be Acquired for Each Alternative:  The preferred alternative will require approximately 13.09 acres of Temporary Easement and 31.27 acres of FEE.  

b) Summarize the project need (provide overview figures/maps, if needed).  
Purpose
The purpose of the project is to improve the existing roadway that has exceeded its service life as well as address the roadway deficiencies and safety issues along with reconstructing out dated bridge structures.

Need
Roadway Deficiencies
The original pavement structure is still in place and ranges in depth from 4 ¼-inches to 7 ¾-inches with its age       unknown. An overlay was completed in 1989 ranging in depth from 3-inches to 4 ½-inches.
In addition, many other substandard roadway features exist such as:
•	Cross-section
•	Horizontal and vertical alignments
•	Beam guard
•	Superelevation 

Safety
Due in large part to roadway deficiencies, from 2010 to 2014 there were 60 crashes on WIS 19 within the project limits resulting in an average crash rate of 172 crashes per million vehicle miles traveled, which is much higher than the 5-year statewide average crash rate of 101 for the same five years.
Of the 60 crashes, 14 resulted in an injury.  Most of the crashes occurred at the substandard horizontal and vertical curves.

Bridge Structures
Bridges B-13-077 was constructed in 1958 and B-13-593 was constructed in 1939.  Both bridges are experiencing cracking and spalls leading to the deterioration of the structures. Additional safety concerns on the bridges include substandard horizontal widths of the bridges.  The existing widths of B-13-077 and B-13-593 are 28-feet and 32-feet respectively as compared to the 36-feet minimum requirement for a roadway of this capacity. The existing guardrail sections at the bridges do not meet current crash test standards and need replacement.


c) Summarize the proposed alternatives and identify the preferred alternative.  Including anticipated road ROW widths and any easements.  
Overall Corridor

No Build Alternative: Under this alternative there would be no improvements to the roadway other than routine maintenance.  There would be no disturbance to the adjacent environment and no real estate would need to be purchased.  This alternative is included to serve as a baseline to which the other alternatives are compared to.  While this alternative does allow continued system linkage for the surrounding communities, it does not address the degradation of that linkage in the form of deteriorating pavement, safety, geometric deficiencies, and modal interrelationships, and therefore does not meet the purpose and need of the project.  This is not the preferred alternative.

Alternative A – Resurfacing: In this alternative, the top 4-inches of pavement would be removed with a new layer being placed on top.
This alternative would extend the life of the pavement by removing the deteriorated surface and replacing it with a new surface.  There would be minimal disturbance to the adjacent environment and no real estate would need to be purchased.  However, this alternative does not address the safety, geometric deficiencies, and modal interrelationships of the roadway.  This alternative does not meet the purpose and need of the project and is not the preferred alternative.

Alternative B – Reconstruction: In this alternative, WIS 19 would be reconstructed.  This includes complete removal and replacement of the pavement structure.  The reconstruction alternative also addresses the safety of the traveling public by correcting geometric deficiencies and improving modal interrelationships of the roadway.  
Beam guard, culverts, signing, and pavement marking would also be replaced along the entire project length.  Under this alternative, there would be disturbance to the adjacent environment and real estate would need to be purchased.  However, this alternative would address the deteriorating pavement by completely replacing it and allowing for enhancement of the underlying subgrade soils.  This proposed action also allows for improvement of substandard components on the existing roadway, such as the cross section, vertical, and horizontal alignments.  These updates to the roadway would help to increase the safety as they would eliminate the dangerous, poor geometrics of the curves that contribute to many of the crashes.  The grading of the foreslopes and ditches to standards, along with an appropriate clear zone distance, will also increase the safety of the roadway as it will provide a safe area for a driver to recover should they leave the roadway.  Lastly, this alternative further provides for enhanced modal interrelationships as it widens the total shoulder and paved shoulder for the entire project route. This alternative meets the purpose and need of the project, but is not the most cost effective and is not the Preferred Alternative.      

Alternative C – Recondition: In this alternative, WIS 19 would be a combination of 39% reconstruct and 61% resurface.  
The reconstructed areas would be focused on areas where crash flags have been raised.  In these areas, substandard horizontal and vertical curves would be corrected to meet standards.  Beam guard, culverts, and pavement marking would also be replaced along the entire project length.  Under this alternative, there would be disturbance to the adjacent environment and real estate would need to be purchased.  However, this alternative would address the deteriorating pavement by completely replacing it and allowing for enhancement of the underlying subgrade soils for 39% of the roadway.  This proposed action also allows for improvement of substandard components on the existing roadway, such as the cross section, vertical, and horizontal alignments.  These updates to the roadway would help to increase the safety as they would eliminate the dangerous, poor geometrics of the curves that contribute to many of the crashes.  The grading of the foreslopes and ditches to standards, along with an appropriate clear zone distance, will also increase the safety of the roadway as it will provide a safe area for a driver to recover should they leave the roadway.  Lastly, this alternative further provides for enhanced modal interrelationships as it widens the total shoulder and paved shoulder for the entire project route.  Therefore, this alternative meets the purpose and need of the project while being the most cost effective and is the Preferred Alternative.  This alternative will require approximately 41.23 acres of FEE and 13.09 acres of temporary limited easement.

d) Summarize alternatives that have been eliminated from further evaluation and why they are not proposed.  
No additional alternatives have been evaluated

e) Describe the existing roads, ROWs, or facilities connected to this project and whether they would be removed, altered, or change ownership as a result of this project.  
Portions of this project will consist of realignment.  In these areas, the pavement structure will be removed and seeded.  Once construction is complete, the land will be looked at by the regional real estate unit of WisDOT to determine if the excess land should be sold or held as WisDOT right-of-way.

f) Describe any direct land use changes or indirect effects anticipated to occur as a result of the proposed project.  
No changes in land use expected

g) Summarize any stakeholder input or feedback related to any adverse, beneficial, or controversial effects of the proposed project on farm operations, as well as any measures designed to reduce the adverse effects or to provide additional benefits.  
The property owner at 8125 WIS 19, east of Matz Rd, reached out and expressed concerns about re-routing a drainage ditch from the north side of the road to the south side of the road with the main concern being that this would create top-soil erosion from the farm field leading to increased silt deposits into Indian Lake.  
This area is one of the main focuses in our drainage design which is currently underway.  This section of roadway has seen repeated overtopping due to the current layout of the drainage pipes.  Alternatives are being investigated to stop the overtopping of the roadway during large rain events, but also to cause the least amount of impact to the surrounding farm fields.   



Section 4: Agricultural Impact Evaluations

a)  Complete the Department spreadsheet identifying all farm operations and the specific acres of land that would be required for this project for each proposed alternative.       
Completed - See attached spreadsheet on mailing list of Ag Properties

[bookmark: Text47]b)  Identify any farm buildings or structures would be acquired or relocated as a result of the proposed project.  Provide diagram/maps showing each building location in relation to the parcel boundary and the project ROW and identify the property owner(s).       
No farm buildings or structures will be acquired or relocated as a result of the proposed project.

c)  Identify any properties where the proposed project would sever farm parcels, affect cattle passes, or change existing access to farmland.  Provide details of the potential impacts to these properties and any proposed mitigation.  
Widening the roadway shoulders and ditches along with adjusting the geometry of the raodway in select areas will cause changes to all the existing access points.  However, access to all farm operations will be maintained during and after construction.

d)  If known, identify agricultural properties, which are operated by someone other than the property owner.  Submit a table with information including property address, parcel number, and contact information.       
None Identified

e)  Discuss if any agricultural properties purchased in fee-simple would be made available to farm operators on a lease-back basis.  If so, identify the parcels.  
None Identified

f)  Identify any known specialty farms that would be impacted by the project and discuss any additional concerns, consultations, and mitigation that would be required to minimize impacts from the proposed construction activities.  
None Identified

g)  Identify any known agricultural properties with livestock and any additional concerns, consultations, and mitigation that would be required to minimize impacts from the proposed construction activities.  
Tax parcels 806-114-8840-0, 806-121-9000-3, and 807-044-9100-9 all have pastures that would be located in areas of proposed TLE or FEE.  It has not been determined if these pastures are in use or abandoned, but once this is determined then proposed right-of-way lines will be adjusted to make minimal impacts to the pasture fences when feasible.

[bookmark: Text48]h)  Describe any potential impacts the proposed project would have on property improvements such as windbreaks, fencing, drainage ditches or tiling, irrigation systems, or wells.       
Fences that are used for pastures, yard decorations, and property lines will be impacted due to the construction of dtiches along WIS 19, but will be avoided when possible. 

i)  Describe the project’s potential impact on trees within the project ROW.  
New ditches will be installed for the length of the project due to the widening of the shoulders.  This will result in the removal of trees at varioud locations with the majority of tree removal occuring at the bluff locations north of WIS 19 at Indian Lake Park.


[bookmark: Text42]j)  Identify any known farm operations that are certified organic producers or that incorporate organic practices and discuss any additional concerns, consultations, and mitigation that would be required to minimize impacts from proposed construction activities.  
None Identified
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