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Version: Xenu’s Link Sleuth 1.3.8 
http://home.snafu.de/tilman/xenulink.html 

Purpose 
Use Xenu software to check for and generate a report for broken links in the Projects and Travel web. 

Check for broken links – PROJECTS web 
1. Open Xenu 
2. A pop-up “Tips and Tricks” should appear, click “Close” 
3. At the top of the page click on “File” 

A. Click “Check URL…” (Do not click “Check URL List (Test)…”) 
B. A pop-up window should appear called “Xenu’s starting point” 

i. In the top blank box, put http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/projects/  
C. Make sure the box next to “Check external links” is checked 
D. Click “More options…” 

i. Go to the “Basic” tab 
a. Set the “Parallel Threads” to 30 by moving the slider bar up or down 

ii. Go to the “Advanced” tab 
a. Make sure the box next to “Fail all http and ftp URL’s with same failed host” is 

unchecked 
iii. Click “Ok” 

E. Click “Ok” 
4. Xenu should now be running and checking for broken links. It takes about 6 minutes for Xenu to 

complete its broken link check and generate its report 
A. Note: Xenu runs quicker if you have it selected and are not working in other applications at the 

same time 
5. In the bottom right corner of your screen there will be a status bar showing Xenu’s progress 

A. The status bar should have these items: 
i. Threads: # 
ii. # of # URLs (%) done 
iii. 0:00:00 (Time Elapsed) 

6. When Xenu has finished checking for broken links, a pop-up should appear saying “Link sleuth 
finished. Do you want a report?” 

A. Click “No” 
7. At the top of the page click on “View” then click “Show broken links only” or use the keyboard shortcut 

“Ctrl B” 
A. Now the report should only show the red lines 

8. At the top of the page click “File” then click “Retry broken links” or use keyboard shortcut “Ctrl R” 
9. Let Xenu run again and retry the items it found the first time to be broken or unable to locate 

A. Doing this usually reduces the number of errors and broken links found 
10. When Xenu has finished, a pop-up should appear asking “Link sleuth finished. Do you want a report?” 

A. Click “Yes” 
11. A new pop-up should appear called “Remote Orphan Check: Ftp Parameters” 

A. Click “Cancel” 
12. A new browser window should open with the title “Broken link report” 

A. Go to the “Broken links, ordered by link” section 
B. Scroll past the first group of URLs, which should be a long running list of links under “empty 

URL” 

http://home.snafu.de/tilman/xenulink.html
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/projects/
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C. At the bottom of the “Broken links, ordered by link” section and before the “Broken links, 
ordered by page” section there will be a list of links that have the broken link on one line, an 
error code on the next, and on the next, the page where it was found. 

D. Select all of the links in this format and print off the selection 
E. Minimize the window 

13. Go back to Xenu 
14. At the top of the page click “File” 

A. Click “Save As…” 
B. Enter the file name as “datewebsite.XEN” (See i, ii, iii below for color key used in naming and 

saving the report) 
i. Replace date with the date you are running the report (use format ddmmyy) (Ex. Use 

052911 for May 29, 2011) 
ii. Replace website with “Projects” 
iii. The .XEN will be added automatically by Xenu when you click Save in step 14C below 

C. Locate the folder on your computer you want to save this file in and click “Save” 
15. At the top of the page click “File” then “Close” 
16. A pop up window should appear prompting you to save changes to the Xenu report, click “Yes” 
17. Go back to the browser window 
18. Verify that all the links are broken. For each broken link: 

A. Click on the page where the link was found 
B. Find the link that could be broken and click on it 

i. If it brings you to an error page, the link is broken. Mark it as broken on your printout. 
ii. If it brings you to the correct page, the link is not broken. Mark it as good on your 

printout. 
19. Fix any broken links or contact the content owner to figure out what to do. 

Check for broken links – TRAVEL web 
1. Repeat steps 3-16 from PROJECTS web info. 
2. For step 3C use http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/travel/ instead of 

http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/projects/ 
3. For step 14Bii replace website with “Travel” 

Check for broken links – BUSINESS web 
1. Repeat steps 3-16 from PROJECTS web info. 
2. For step 3C use http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/business/ instead of 

http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/projects/ 
3. For step 14Bii replace website with “Business”  

Check for broken links – LOCALGOV web 
1. Repeat steps 3-16 from PROJECTS web info. 
2. For step 3C use http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/localgov/ instead of 

http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/projects/ 
3. For step 14Bii replace website with “LocalGov” 

Check for broken links – LIBRARY web 
1. Repeat steps 3-16 from PROJECTS web info. 
2. For step 3C use http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/library/ instead of 

http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/projects/ 
3. For step 14Bii replace website with “Library” 

http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/travel/
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/projects/
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/business/
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/projects/
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/localgov/
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/projects/
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/library/
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/projects/
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Close Xenu by File/Exit or clicking the red X in the top right corner of the Xenu 
window 

Send broken link reports to the Publication Editor 
1. Now that the reports have been generated, create an email to the Publications Editor, Greg Simonis 

Gregory.Simonis@dot.wi.gov 
A. Subject: Broken link reports 
B. Attach the reports, “dateProjects.XEN”, “dateTravel.XEN”, etc. 
C. In the body of the email list the URLs of the pages you fixed broken links on and ask the 

Publications Editor to stage them. 
2. Send the email 
3. You have completed checking for and generating a report for broken links in the Projects and Travel 

web! 

mailto:Gregory.Simonis@dot.wi.gov
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