Both neighbors Andy Asher Karen Bechel, & Rick & Estella Bauer share a driveway on the west side of the highway which is the Bechel\Asher side. The Bauer’s sold the property in 1998 to a couple who sold and after a few more land sales it was sold to Karen Bechel and Karen is dating Andy. When the Bauer's sold the property they retained an easement to access their farm fields behind the Bechel\Asher home. sometime in 2017 Bechel\Asher became concerned about their children being ran over by the farm equipment. The Bauer’s have rented the farm fields out the entire time that Bechel\Asher have owned the home. The Bauer's are required to maintain the easement and do a survey open request from the Bechel\Asher per the easement. A survey was completed, and fences were moved. Bechel\Asher feels that the survey is not accurate because it is a map of survey not a certified survey map and that some lines are not in the correct location in his opinion. Then Bechel\Asher made it difficult for the Bauer's to use the driveway because of safety concerns. The Bauer's added fill to the top of the DW in the spring of 2018.  Bechel\Asher placed a tractor tire with concrete in it to make the driveway very narrow again. Area maintenance personal was called about the tire being an encroachment. Then I (Chris Michels) was contacted by both sides. The Bauer’s wanted to widen the DW or a different one.  Bechel\Asher wanted to know if what the Bauer’s did was legal. I went to a meeting at the driveway to discuss the issues. I explained options for widening and that a new driveway would be difficult to approve but would consider it. I also explained that the Bauer’s would need to purchase property to achieve 500’ spacing. I explained that what the Bauer’s did was legal because it could be interrupted as normal maintenance. After the meeting, I received many calls from Asher, the Bauer’s and Asher’s mom. I called Bechel one time and talked with her about the meeting. I sent both parties a copy of an application to complete as the current shared driveway was not permitted. I recommended to the management team that we approve the permit to allow the driveway to be widened and they agreed. Asher contacted the Director of the Office of General Counsel because he didn’t feel I could approve a residential permit at 35 feet wide. The management team and myself reviewed the statute and feel that we can. We moved forward with the permit and Bechel wrote back in email correspondence that we could not approve the permit because the Bauer’s were not the property owners. She also felt that the permit was completed or drafted incorrectly. We corrected an error on the permit and extended the time and re-issued. Bill and I went to onsite meeting in late summer of 2018 to discuss ROW lines and post location. Came back to office and wanted to figure out where ROW was because we were not clear. We discussed internally and found a deed from Madison that showed WisDOT owned ROW. I shared that info early 2019 with Andy Asher Karen Bechel, & Rick & Estella Bauer. Andy called me on 4/3/19 to request an open records request of : All applications & permits for address W5003 & W5004 US HWY 10 DURAND WI 54736 All applications that neighbors the Bauer’s have applied for at the above locations Emails between myself and the Bauer’s and the Bauer’s attorney Phone conversations between myself and the Bauer’s and the Bauer’s attorney A list of people involved with the driveway approval decision at W5003  Any internal meetings/administrative review minutes Any correspondence between WisDOT, The Bauer's, or their attorney with any political office that may or may not have had an influence on the approval of a disputed driveway. Vicky handled the open records request. 
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