
1 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION CHECK LIST 
FOR 23 CFR 771.117(c) ACTIONS 

Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
Revised July 2015 

WisDOT Design and Construction IDs 
8461-00-00 / 8461-00-70 

Federal Project IDs (if available) 
2014346 

Legal Description (Township, Range, Section) 
T39N, R5W, Section 32 

County 
Sawyer 

Project Name 
Village of Winter, Railroad Ave, CNW RR Depot 

Project Termini/ Location 
Railroad Avenue, CNW Railroad Depot 

Name of Route or Facility to be Improved 
Non-Highway 

Facility Classification 
Non-Highway 

Improvement Type 
Miscellaneous 

Estimated Project Cost in Year of Expenditure $ (include R/W Cost) Funding Source(s) (check all that apply) 
$379,392.00 (2018)  State  Federal  Local 
23 CFR 771.117(c) Project Type Number and Text 
23 – Federally-funded projects: (i) That receive less than $5,403,484.88 of Federal funds. 
Section 4(f) 

 None De Minimis  Bikeway/ Walkway  Minor Park/ Rec  Minor Historic  Historic Bridge  Net Benefit  Exception 
Right of Way Acquisition 
0 Total Acres  Fee Simple Acres  Permanent Easement Acres  Temporary Easement Acres 
Number of Buildings Acquired 

 None  Vacant Buildings  Occupied Buildings 
Name of Individual/ Firm Preparing this Form 
Ross Johnson / WisDOT NW Region 

CE Preparation Date 
8/xx/2018 

Environmental Process Start Date 
1/03/2013 

WisDOT Region Environmental Coordinator or 
Local Program Management Consultant 

WisDOT Region, Central Office, or Local Program 
Project Manager 

I certify that I meet the requirements for staff who review 
and recommend approval of Categorical Exclusion (CE) 
actions, specified in the FHWA – WisDOT CE Agreement.  I 
further certify that I have reviewed this document, and agree 
with the determination that the proposed project and 
resultant impacts meet the definition of a CE as described in 
23 CFR 771.117(a) & (b), and will not result in significant 
environmental impacts.  I recommend this CE for approval. 

I certify that I am familiar with this proposed project and its 
impacts and that the information contained in this document 
is accurate and can be relied upon for documentation 
decisions.  I further certify that the mitigation measures and 
commitments proposed herein will be incorporated into the 
project plans and contract documents.  I approve this CE. 

(Signature) (Signature) 

Amy Adrihan Ross Johnson 
(Print Name) (Print Name) 

(Date) (Date) 

A determination that this project satisfies the criteria for an FHWA (c)-listed Categorical Exclusion (CE) does not relieve the applicant of 
the requirement to comply with other laws and regulations including, but not limited to, Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, Section 7 of 
the Endangered Species Act, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, and Section 4(f) of the US Department of 
Transportation Act.  Coordination to comply with these other laws may require FHWA involvement.  Furthermore, designation of this 
project as a (c)-listed CE does not relieve the requirement for WisDOT to coordinate with WDNR under the Cooperative Agreement.  
Any correspondence or documentation used to comply with Federal, State, or Local laws or regulations should be maintained in the 
project file and provided with this checklist upon request. 
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I. Proposed (c)-list Categorical Exclusion – Insert the number and text of the applicable FHWA (c)-list CE from 23 CFR 
771.117(c).  Updated copies of the FHWA CE regulations are available on the US Government Printing Office Website. 
 
23 – Federally-funded projects: (i) That receive less than $5,403,484.88 of Federal funds. 
 

  Project is not being processed as a (c)(26), (c)(27), or (c)(28) project 
 
Projects proposed for approval as (c)(26), (c)(27), or (c)(28) actions must not include any of the conditions specified in 23 CFR 
771.117(e).  Check all boxes that apply to the proposed project.  If any boxes are checked, the project cannot be documented 
with this checklist.  Instead, process it with a PCE if it meets the criteria in Section VII of the FHWA – WisDOT CE Agreement.  
If the action is disqualified by the Section VII criteria, prepare an ER, EA, or EIS, as applicable. 
 
23 CFR 771.117(e) Actions described in (c)(26), (c)(27), and (c)(28) of this section may not be processed as CEs under paragraph (c) if 
they involve: 

  (1) An acquisition of more than a minor amount of right-of-way or that would result in any residential or non-residential 
displacements 
*In Wisconsin, a minor amount of right-of-way is defined as fee or PLE acquisition ≤ 1 acre/ mile on average for (c)(26) 
actions and ≤ 0.5 acre total for (c)(27)&(28) actions. 

  (2) An action that needs a bridge permit from the US Coast Guard 
  (2) An action that does not meet the terms and conditions of a US Army Corps of Engineers nationwide or general permit 

under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and/or section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 
  (3) A finding of “adverse effect” to historic properties under the National Historic Preservation Act 
  (3) The use of a resource protected under 23 USC 138 or 49 USC 303 (Section 4(f)) except for actions resulting in de 

minimis impacts 
*If a project includes a 4(f) de minimis determination or programmatic evaluation, the 4(f) documentation must be submitted 
to FHWA for review and approval before final approval of this CE. 

  (3) A finding of “may affect, likely to adversely affect” threatened or endangered species or critical habitat under the 
Endangered Species Act 

  (4) Construction of temporary access, or the closure of existing road, bridge, or ramps, that would result in major traffic 
disruptions 
*In Wisconsin, projects resulting in major traffic disruptions are those that require a Transportation Management Plan Type 
3 or Type 4, as defined in FDM 11-50-5. 

  (5) Changes in access control 
*In Wisconsin, changes in access control are any changes beyond minor longitudinal shifts in existing access.  Creation of 
new access, removal of existing access, or substantial shifts in existing access disqualifies a project from using this 
checklist. 

  (6) A floodplain encroachment other than functionally dependent uses (e.g., bridges, wetlands) or actions that facilitate 
open space use (e.g., recreation trails, bicycle and pedestrian paths); construction activities in, across or adjacent to a river 
component designated or proposed for inclusion in the National System of Wild and Scenic Rivers 

 
II. Description of Proposed Action – Provide a concise project description below, including the project purpose and need and 
scope of work.  Attach a project location map and other appropriate exhibits (existing and proposed typical sections, etc.).  The 
description must be consistent with the specific CE listed in Section I, above. 
 
Project Location: 
 
The proposed Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) project is located at the vacant CNW railroad depot building and 
property (Winter Depot) in the Village of Winter, Sawyer County, Wisconsin.  The project site is located in the northwest 
quadrant of the intersection of Railroad Avenue and Main Street.  The property includes the Tuscobia State Trail and is 
owned by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  See Appendix A a for a project location map.  See Figure 1 and 
Figure 2 for photographs of the existing depot building. 
 
The construction phase of this project was included in the 2009-2012 Statewide Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP). 
 
This is a non-highway project not on the National Highway System nor part of a long truck route. 
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FIGURE 1           FIGURE 2 
 
Existing Facility 

The Winter Depot, constructed in 1905, is the last remaining railroad depot on the former Park Falls branch of 
the Chicago & Northwestern (CNW) rail line between Tuscobia and Park Falls, Wisconsin. The Chicago, St 
Paul, Mpls and Omaha Railway preceded the CNW and was the original builder and operator of the branch. 
The CNW railroad was a consolidation of the Chicago, St Paul and Mpls Railway Company, the Northern 
Wisconsin Railway Company, and the St Paul and Sioux City Railroad Company. 

The main northern rail lines formed an "X" from Eau Claire to Spooner to Bayfield, and from Hudson to 
Spooner to Itasca/Superior. The Park Falls branch began in 1899 and reached Park Falls in 1914.  For nearly 
70 years this branch served as the lifeblood of the area by supporting the logging, farming, and service 
industries that developed along the route. The Park Falls branch came from the right side of the “X” at 
Tuscobia, traveling east through Winter to Park Falls. 

The CNW line to Park Falls was discontinued in 1965.  The Winter Depot closed in 1968, and the railroad was removed 
in 1971.  The depot building is a valued local landmark.  The depot was placed on the local historical registry via local 
ordinance by the Village of Winter.  The building is currently vacant, in poor condition without modern plumbing and 
electrical systems, is not ADA compliant, and is closed to the public. 

In 2016, the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources and the Friends of the Tuscobia Trail 
completed site work to move the adjacent trail 
segment to the north side of the building.  This 
work was in the scope of the TAP project 
application, but is now complete and no longer 
included in the proposed action.  A news article 
about the 2016 work is included in Appendix B.  
See Figure 3 for an aerial photograph of the site 
prior to 2016, showing the original trail route 
along the south side of the building.   Figure 2 
shows a photograph of the current (2016) trail 
route past the north side of the building. 

         FIGURE 3 
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Tuscobia State Trail 

The Tuscobia State Trail is a 74-mile long, year-round multiple use recreational trail that offers opportunities for ATVs, 
snowmobiling, horseback riding, off-road bicycling and walking.  The trail occupies the former CNW rail corridor, and is 
one of the longest rail trails in the state, running from Park Falls to the Wild Rivers State Trail just north of Rice Lake. 
The trail passes through part of the Flambeau River State Forest and the rugged wilderness of Wisconsin's Blue Hills. The 
trail connects seven small communities in Barron, Washburn, Sawyer and Price counties, each providing year-round 
accommodations and services. 

Project Background 

The project was approved in the 2009-2011 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP).  Per a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, custody of the depot building has been temporarily 
transferred to the Friends of the Tuscobia Trail organization for purposes of completing the proposed action.  Upon 
completion of the project, custody of the depot building will revert to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 

No additional right of way is required for the project. 

Purpose 

The purpose of the project is to address the lack of a visitor information and trailhead facility on the Tuscobia State Trail 
in the Village of Winter. 

Need 

Trail users and visitors to the Village of Winter find it inconvenient to search for services and information about the 
village and its history, and to find convenient public access to the Tuscobia State Trail.  A central, convenient location 
with access to the trail is needed to provide information about the village and its history, and to provide trail access and 
rest opportunity for trail users, visitors, and village residents. 

Summary of Alternatives 

A No Build alternative would not attempt to remodel the existing depot building and take advantage of its location and 
history.  The No Build alternative is not prudent as it does not satisfy the Purpose & Need of the project, but is considered 
as a baseline to evaluate other alternatives. 

A Restoration alternative is the preferred alternative.  This alternative will remodel the existing depot building for public 
use and restore selected architectural features to original condition.  The Restoration alternative is prudent and feasible, 
and satisfies the Purpose & Need of the project. 

Proposed Action 

In the TAP Program application, the Friends of the Tuscobia Trail and Happyland Historical Society envisioned 
the depot housing a historical display that will outline the history of the railroad line, and its contribution to the 
development of the villages along the railroad corridor.  The remodeled Winter Depot will also serve as a 
trailhead for the Tuscobia State Trail, providing convenient public parking and restrooms.  The depot will also 
incorporate new office space for the Winter Area Chamber of Commerce Welcoming Center. 

The scope of work consists of interior and exterior renovation of the existing wood framed depot structure.  Planned 
improvements include lowering a section of the interior wood floor, installing new doors and windows, new restrooms, 
and a new exterior deck and ramp.  Minimal site work to bring utilities to the building and provide American with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) access is included.  A walkway will be constructed to connect the building to the Tuscobia Trail.  
New interior plumbing, HVAC and electrical will also be included in the project. 
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Architectural features will be restored to the depot’s historical era of active operation. The building will be open to the 
public year-round for the viewing of historical exhibits, and will offer public restroom facilities for Tuscobia Trail users. 

Public Involvement 

The first Public Involvement Meeting was held on December 2, 2011.  The project is supported by the local community 
and the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors.  The project was discussed and renewed at a full county board meeting on 
June 18, 2015.  Since 2015, regular monthly board meetings of the Friends of the Tuscobia Trail organization have been 
held which have provided ongoing opportunity for public comment, and to keep the public informed of project status.  
The board meetings are advertised as open meetings in the Sawyer County Gazette community calendar. 

 

III. Project is a Complete FHWA Action – Check all boxes that apply to the proposed project.  To process your project with this 
checklist, you must be able to check either boxes (1-3) or the last box.  If this is not possible, adjust the scope of the project to meet the 
criteria. 
 
23 CFR 771.111(f) In order to ensure meaningful evaluation of alternatives and to avoid commitments to transportation improvements 
before they are fully evaluated, the action evaluated shall: 

  (1) Connect logical termini and be of sufficient length to address environmental matters on a broad scope 
  (2) Have independent utility or independent significance, i.e., be usable and be a reasonable expenditure even if no 

additional transportation improvements in the area are made 
  (3) Not restrict consideration of alternatives for other reasonably foreseeable transportation improvements 
  Project is not an action resulting in construction and does not require compliance with (1-3) above 

 
IV. Categorical Exclusion Definition - Check all boxes that apply to the proposed project.  If you are unable to check a box in this 
section, evaluate the scope of the project and prepare more detailed environmental documentation. 
 
23 CFR 771.117(a) Categorical exclusions (CEs) are actions which, based on past experience with similar actions, do not involve 
significant environmental impacts. They are actions which: 

  Do not induce significant impacts to planned growth or land use for the area 
  Do not require the relocation of significant numbers of people 
  Do not have a significant impact on any natural, cultural, recreational, historic or other resource 
  Do not involve significant air, noise, or water quality impacts 
  Do not have significant impacts on travel patterns 
  Do not otherwise, either individually or cumulatively, have any significant environmental impacts 

 
V. Unusual Circumstances - Check all boxes that apply to the proposed project.  If any boxes in this section are checked, evaluate 
the scope of the project and coordinate with FHWA regarding the completion of more detailed environmental documentation. 
 
23 CFR 771.117(b) Any action which normally would be classified as a CE but could involve unusual circumstances will require the 
FHWA, in cooperation with the applicant, to conduct appropriate environmental studies to determine if the CE classification is proper. 
Such unusual circumstances include: 

  (1) Significant environmental impacts 
  (2) Substantial controversy on environmental grounds 
  (3) Significant impact on properties protected by Section 4(f) of the DOT Act or Section 106 of the National Historic 

Preservation Act 
  (4) Inconsistencies with any Federal, State, or local law, requirement or administrative determination relating to the 

environmental aspects of the action 
  Other unusual circumstances not listed in FHWA regulations (describe below) 

(In Wisconsin, auxiliary lane and capacity expansion projects that are proposed for processing with this checklist are 
examples of unique or unusual circumstances and will require consultation with FHWA before proceeding with the project.) 

 
Describe any unique or unusual circumstances and subsequent coordination with FHWA: 
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VI. Supporting Documentation – List any additional discussion, agency correspondence, or supporting documentation used in this 
CE determination.  Attach this documentation to the checklist and maintain a copy in the project file.  Projects with 4(f) de minimis 
determinations or programmatic evaluations will require review by WisDOT Central Office and review and approval by FHWA prior to 
the approval of this CE. 
 
Environmental Justice 
There is no indication that the proposed improvements would affect any individuals, groups, or populations subject to 
Environmental Justice requirements.  No residential relocations are taking place and existing trail access will remain.  
Thus, there will be no disproportionate impacts to any populations covered by EO 12898 on Environmental Justice. There 
are no Environmental Justice concerns with the proposed action. 
 
Hazardous Materials 
A Phase 1 Hazardous Materials Assessment site summary was signed on November 27, 2012.  No hazardous material is 
anticipated to be discovered during utility excavation.  The contract special provisions will include WisDNR coordination 
requirements should any suspected contamination be discovered. 
 
Wetlands 
There are no wetland impacts identified for this project. 
 
Section 106 
The project was placed on the WisDOT Screening List for Archeology and History on May 1, 2018.  No resource impacts 
are anticipated.  The project cleared WisDNR archeological and history review on May 31, 2018. 
 
Section 4(f) and 6(f) 
The project activities will occur on Section 4(f) protected lands owned by Wisconsin DNR.  The use of the Section 4(f) 
protected lands is solely for the purpose of preserving and enhancing the activities, features, and attributes that qualify the 
lands for Section 4(f) protection.  The project qualifies for a Section 4(f) exemption per 23 CFR 774.13 (g).  Concurrence 
for the exemption has been provided by WisDNR. 
 
The proposed project does not result in conversion of 6(f) protected LAWCON lands because it is a permissible 
recreational amenity that enhances the property.  The proposed project will not impact any of the uses or amenities 
provided by the Tuscobia Trail.  The project was cleared by WisDNR for 6(f) impacts on May 22, 2018.   WisDNR 
determined that the project will benefit the public and includes no permanent above-ground infrastructure that impacts 
recreational resources. 
 
List of Appendices 
 
Appendix A: Project Location Map 
Appendix B: News Article, Sawyer County Record 
Appendix C: Preliminary Plans 
Appendix D: Wisconsin DNR Correspondence 
Appendix E: Phase I Hazardous Materials Assessment Site Summary 
Appendix F: U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Correspondence 
Appendix G: Native American Letter and Correspondence 
Appendix H: Factor Sheet C-7, Threatened, Endangered and Protected Resources Evaluation 
Appendix I: Factor Sheet B-8, Section 4(f) and 6(f) or Other Unique Areas 
Appendix J: Programmatic Environmental Checklist cover page (2013) 
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VII. Mitigation & Commitments – List any environmental mitigation measures or commitments that will be incorporated into the 
project.  Any items listed below must be incorporated into the project plans and contract documents.  Attach a copy of this page to the 
design study report (DSR) and the plans, specifications, and estimate (PS&E) submittal package. 
 

Environmental Factor 
Commitment (If none, include ‘No special or supplemental commitments 
required.’) 

General Economics No special or supplemental commitments required. 

Business  No special or supplemental commitments required. 

Agriculture No special or supplemental commitments required. 

Community or Residential No special or supplemental commitments required. 

Indirect Effects No special or supplemental commitments required. 

Cumulative Effects No special or supplemental commitments required. 

Environmental Justice No special or supplemental commitments required. 

Historic Resources No special or supplemental commitments required. 

Archaeological/Burial Sites No special or supplemental commitments required. 

Tribal Coordination/Consultation No special or supplemental commitments required. 

Section 4(f) and 6(f) or Other Unique Areas The Tuscobia Trail shall remain open to the public at all times for the duration of 
the project.  The Project Sponsor shall assure the commitment is implemented. 

Aesthetics No special or supplemental commitments required. 

Wetlands No special or supplemental commitments required. 

Rivers, Streams and Floodplains No special or supplemental commitments required. 

Lakes or other Open Water No special or supplemental commitments required. 

Groundwater, Wells and Springs No special or supplemental commitments required. 

Upland Wildlife and Habitat No special or supplemental commitments required. 

Coastal Zones No special or supplemental commitments required. 

Threatened and Endangered Species No special or supplemental commitments required. 

Air Quality No special or supplemental commitments required. 

Construction Stage Sound Quality Limit construction to daylight hours or the requirements of any local noise 
ordinance.  The Project Sponsor shall ensure compliance to the limits. 

Traffic Noise No special or supplemental commitments required. 

Hazardous Substances or Contamination 
Any potential contamination discovered during construction activities will be 
coordinated with WisDNR as required in the PSE documents.  Project Sponsor 
shall assure any commitments are implemented. 

Storm Water No special or supplemental commitments required. 

DRAFT
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Erosion Control 

Site disturbance will be no more than six (6) months in duration for purposes of 
utility construction.  Work on the interior / exterior of the building itself may 
extend beyond 6 months.  The site will be protected by the use of WisDNR best 
management practices as necessary.  Plans and Specifications will reference 
appropriate WisDNR technical standards for any erosion control measures to be 
installed during construction.  The Project Sponsor shall assure the 
commitments are implemented. 

Other              
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http://www.apg-wi.com/sawyer_county_record/sports/outdoors/winter-depot-site-work-to-begin-this-
week/article_32e5b63e-1785-11e6-93b7-0faac8bfb79c.html

Winter Depot site work to begin this week 
Ron Petit For the Record May 12, 2016

This 1905 depot located in the village of Winter is set to be restored for new multi-use tourism facility.

Frank Zufall

Site work for the Winter Depot Project will begin this week, according to representatives of 
the Friends of the Tuscobia Trail.

Page 1 of 3Winter Depot site work to begin this week | Outdoors | apg-wi.com

8/16/2018http://www.apg-wi.com/sawyer_county_record/sports/outdoors/winter-depot-site-work-to-...
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Michael Repyak, Department of Natural Resources northwest district trails coordinator, 
and Todd Hintz, Tuscobia Trail manager, said work will involve re-routing the trail so that it 
passes in front of the original depot agent’s lookout booth.

Also scheduled is earthwork to prepare for the creation of a parking lot and a fence that 
will pass between the depot/trail property and the Winter Co-op.

Bidding on renovation of the depot building cannot occur until 2017, under Department of 
Transportation directive and funding restrictions. Planning and fundraising for the building 
refurbishing is ongoing.

When completed the depot will serve as a Chamber of Commerce Welcoming Center, 
trailhead, historical display and headquarters for the Friends group. For a preview of what 
some of the historical offerings will include, log onto Happy Land Wisconsin Historical 
Society at https://www.facebook.com/HappyLandWisconsin.

Page 2 of 3Winter Depot site work to begin this week | Outdoors | apg-wi.com

8/16/2018http://www.apg-wi.com/sawyer_county_record/sports/outdoors/winter-depot-site-work-to-...
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        PRELIMINARY PLANS 
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        APPENDIX D 

WISCONSIN DNR 
CORRESPONDENCE 
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From: Pennucci, Jeff F - DNR
To: Johnson, Ross - DOT; Bump, Cameron M - DNR; Yankowiak, Daniel J - DNR
Subject: RE: 8461-00-00 Winter Depot Section 4(f) environmental concurrence 080718
Date: Wednesday, August 15, 2018 9:30:52 AM

Hi Ross,
 
It is the DNR’s understanding that this project will provide facilities that will enhance user experience
on the Tuscobia Trail and will not preclude the intended purpose of the property from the public.  As
such, DNR agrees with the statement regarding 4(f) compliance that “the use of the Section 4(f)
property is solely for the purpose of preserving or enhancing an activity, feature, or attribute that
qualifies the property for Section 4(f) protection.”
 
If you need anything further from me, please let me know.
 
Sincerely,
 
We are committed to service excellence.
Visit our survey at http://dnr.wi.gov/customersurvey to evaluate how I did.
 

Jeff Pennucci
Northwest District Parks Supervisor
Bureau of Parks and Recreation Management
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
107 Sutliff Ave. Rhinelander, WI 54501
Phone: (715) 365-8949
Cell Phone: (715) 614-0270
Fax: (715) 365-8932
Jeff.Pennucci@Wisconsin.gov

 dnr.wi.gov

    
 
 

From: Johnson, Ross - DOT 
Sent: Tuesday, August 7, 2018 12:59 PM
To: Bump, Cameron M - DNR <Cameron.Bump@wisconsin.gov>; Pennucci, Jeff F - DNR
<Jeff.Pennucci@wisconsin.gov>; Yankowiak, Daniel J - DNR <Daniel.Yankowiak@wisconsin.gov>
Subject: 8461-00-00 Winter Depot Section 4(f) environmental concurrence 080718
 
Hi Cameron,
 
We are working to conclude the environmental coordination for the Winter Depot project.
 
The project will occur on Section 4(f) protected lands owned by Wisconsin DNR.
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If the use of Section 4(f) protected lands is solely for the purpose of preserving and enhancing the
activities, features, and attributes that qualify the lands for Section 4(f) protection,
then the project qualifies for a Section 4(f) exemption per 23 CFR 774.13 (g).
 
For the Winter Depot project to qualify for the exemption, the resource owner (WisDNR) must agree
in writing with the following specific statement found in the federal code:
 
23 CFR 774.13 (g) 1:
 
“The use of the Section 4(f) property is solely for the purpose of preserving or enhancing an
activity, feature, or attribute that qualifies the property for Section 4(f) protection.”
 
Does WisDNR agree with this statement?
 
Please reply all,
 
Thanks-
 
 
Ross Johnson, P.E.
Local Program Project Manager
Office: (715) 836-2069 Cell: (715) 210-0488
E-mail: ross.johnson@dot.wi.gov
Wisconsin Department of Transportation
718 West Clairemont Avenue
Eau Claire, WI  54701
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From: Bump, Cameron M - DNR
To: Johnson, Ross - DOT; Zimmer, William - DOT
Cc: Adrihan, Amy - DOT; Haseleu, Shawn - DNR
Subject: FW: SY-AHI 18577...ST...RE: Arch/Hist Review...Tuscobia Trail, Winter Depot, Sawyer County
Date: Thursday, May 31, 2018 12:26:26 PM

DNR clearance for SHPO…
 
We are committed to service excellence.
Visit our survey at http://dnr.wi.gov/customersurvey to evaluate how I did.
 
Cameron Bump
Phone: (715) 839-2786
Cameron.Bump@Wisconsin.gov
 
 
_____________________________________________
From: Dudzik, Mark J - DNR 
Sent: Thursday, May 31, 2018 12:24 PM
To: Bump, Cameron M - DNR <Cameron.Bump@wisconsin.gov>
Cc: Vanlanduyt, Melissa A - DNR (Missy) <Melissa.Vanlanduyt@wisconsin.gov>
Subject: SY-AHI 18577...ST...RE: Arch/Hist Review...Tuscobia Trail, Winter Depot, Sawyer County
 
 
PROJECT CLEARED
(structure is not eligible for NRHP)
 
 
M
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-----Original Message-----
From: Bump, Cameron M - DNR 
Sent: Thursday, May 31, 2018 11:36 AM
To: Dudzik, Mark J - DNR <Mark.Dudzik@wisconsin.gov>
Cc: Vanlanduyt, Melissa A - DNR (Missy) <Melissa.Vanlanduyt@wisconsin.gov>
Subject: Arch/Hist Review...Tuscobia Trail, Winter Depot, Sawyer County
Importance: High
 
Mark- We need your review and sign-off for this DOT-grant funded project. There is a DNR match under
project DPS: 14011 http://intranet.dnr.state.wi.us/CapitalDevelopment_Int/Closing.aspx?ID=12509&O=4 
 
Attached are detail drawings and DOT-SHPO review of the project. I also attached a map of the project
location (T39N, R5W, Sec 32, SE1/4 of the NE1/4). Let me know if you need more details and I will gladly
find them for you.
 
Thanks!
 
We are committed to service excellence.
Visit our survey at http://dnr.wi.gov/customersurvey to evaluate how I did.
 
Cameron Bump
Phone: (715) 839-2786
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Cameron.Bump@Wisconsin.gov
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Johnson, Ross - DOT
Sent: Thursday, May 31, 2018 10:14 AM
To: Haseleu, Shawn - DNR <Shawn.Haseleu@wisconsin.gov>
Cc: Bump, Cameron M - DNR <Cameron.Bump@wisconsin.gov>; Zimmer, William - DOT
<William.Zimmer@dot.wi.gov>
Subject: FW: 8461-00-00 RE: Tuscobia - Winter Depot LAWCON Clearance DNR SHPO review 053118
Importance: High
 
Hi Shawn,
 
We are working to help Sawyer County deliver the TAP project to renovate the old railroad depot building
in the Village of Winter.
 
DNR has cleared it for 6(f), and subsequently directs a review by DNRs SHPO officer (Mark Dudzik).
 
Is this something you can advise and help us coordinate?
 
I have attached the draft plans and original DOT literature review and screening.
Thanks-
 
Ross
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From: Bump, Cameron M - DNR
To: Johnson, Ross - DOT
Subject: RE: Winter Depot, Threatened/Endangered Resources Review
Date: Wednesday, July 11, 2018 1:29:02 PM

Hi Ross, sorry for the wait. Tis the season for busy park and rec guys...
The feedback I got was to follow the conservation plan I sent earlier since there were no hibernaculum hits for this
project. That will satisfy the requirements to protect northern long ear bats.
________________________________________
From: Johnson, Ross - DOT
Sent: Monday, July 9, 2018 7:38 AM
To: Bump, Cameron M - DNR
Subject: RE: Winter Depot, Threatened/Endangered Resources Review

Hi Cameron, just checking back-  thanks!

From: Bump, Cameron M - DNR
Sent: Thursday, June 21, 2018 11:37 AM
To: Johnson, Ross - DOT <Ross.Johnson@dot.wi.gov>
Subject: RE: Winter Depot, Threatened/Endangered Resources Review

Ross, I have a call into one of our experts. I will hopefully here soon from him.

We have a broad incidental take permit<https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ERReview/Documents/BatConservationPlan.pdf>
that lists some time frames for exclusion if applicable. Key date is after 8/16. Here is an excerpt on this…

F. Miscellaneous Building Projects (e.g., roofing, painting, siding)
1. Projects occurring where there is no evidence of bat presence (see Appendix 3) do not have
any restrictions.

2. Projects occurring from June 1 – August 15 where there is evidence of bat presence (see
Appendix 3):

·        For roofing projects during this time period, bats must be excluded from the building
5-7 days prior to the project. Take must still be minimized during the course of the
project by following the approved exclusion protocols listed in Appendix 5.
Exclusion practices used that are not described in Appendix 5 are in violation of this
permit/authorization.

·        If painting or siding and bats are found behind shutters or siding, set the shutters or
siding down and leave the area, once the bats have left continue with repairs.

3. Projects occurring from August 16 – May 31 where there is evidence of bat presence (see
Appendix 3):

·        Full bat exclusions do not need to be conducted prior to the project, however take
must still be minimized during the course of the project by following applicable
exclusion protocols listed in Appendix 5. Exclusion practices used that are not
described in Appendix 5 are in violation of this permit/authorization.

·        If painting or siding and bats are found behind shutters or siding, set the shutters or
siding down and leave the area, once the bats have left continue with repairs.

We are committed to service excellence.
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Visit our survey at http://dnr.wi.gov/customersurvey to evaluate how I did.

Cameron Bump
Phone: (715) 839-2786
Cameron.Bump@Wisconsin.gov<mailto:Cameron.Bump@Wisconsin.gov>

From: Johnson, Ross - DOT
Sent: Thursday, June 21, 2018 10:19 AM
To: Bump, Cameron M - DNR <Cameron.Bump@wisconsin.gov<mailto:Cameron.Bump@wisconsin.gov>>
Subject: RE: Winter Depot, Threatened/Endangered Resources Review

or any ‘maternity roost tree’  ?
Thanks

From: Johnson, Ross - DOT
Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2018 2:59 PM
To: Bump, Cameron M - DNR <Cameron.Bump@wisconsin.gov<mailto:Cameron.Bump@wisconsin.gov>>
Subject: RE: Winter Depot, Threatened/Endangered Resources Review

Thanks Cameron-  this would indicate there is no NLEB hibernaculum within ½ mile, correct?

From: Bump, Cameron M - DNR
Sent: Tuesday, June 19, 2018 3:17 PM
To: Johnson, Ross - DOT <Ross.Johnson@dot.wi.gov<mailto:Ross.Johnson@dot.wi.gov>>
Subject: Winter Depot, Threatened/Endangered Resources Review

Hi Ross, I conducted an NHI search for the Winter Depot project. There are no listed species that would be affected
by this project.

The only species listed is the bald eagle, and since the project is a building restoration in the Village of Winter, there
would be no impacts. I’ve attached the NHI document.

We are committed to service excellence.
Visit our survey at http://dnr.wi.gov/customersurvey to evaluate how I did.

Cameron Bump
Park & Recreation Specialist – Bureau of Parks & Recreation Management
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Phone: (715) 839-2786
Cell Phone: 715-514-8235
Cameron.Bump@Wisconsin.gov<mailto:Cameron.Bump@Wisconsin.gov>

[cid:image001.gif@01D41757.D41CAE30]<http://dnr.wi.gov/> dnr.wi.gov<http://dnr.wi.gov/>
[cid:image002.gif@01D41757.D41CAE30]<http://facebook.com/WIDNR>
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HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
ASSESSMENT SITE SUMMARY 
PHASE 1 CHECKLIST 
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From: Adrihan, Amy - DOT
To: "Andrew_Horton@fws.gov"
Cc: Johnson, Ross - DOT
Subject: Request to Initiate Informal Section 7 Consultation - May affect, not likely to adversely affect NLEB; Project ID

8461-00-00(70) Village of Winter, Railroad Ave, CNW RR Depot Welcome Center, Sawyer County
Date: Wednesday, July 25, 2018 7:32:18 AM
Attachments: 8461-00-00 NLEB Effect Determination.pdf

8461-00-00 location map.pdf
8461-00-00 streamlined FWS.PDF

Andrew,

WisDOT is submitting the following information and determination to fulfil Section 7(a)(2)
responsibilities under the ESA pertaining to potential impacts to the Canady lynx, and Gray
wolf in addition to the Northern long-eared bat.

In accordance with the final 4(d) rule issued for the northern long-eared bat, WisDOT has
determined that the proposed activity, described in greater detail below, will not result in
prohibited take of the NLEB. The activity involves tree removal, but will not occur within 0.25
miles of a known hibernacula, nor will the activity remove a known maternity roost tree or
any other tree within 150 feet of a known maternity roost tree from June 1 to July 31.

In accordance with the streamlined consultation framework, WisDOT intends to rely on the
programmatic biological opinion developed for the final 4(d) rule and this submittal to satisfy
our Section 7(a)(2) responsibilities.

If you have questions, please contact me.

Thanks

Amy

  

Amy Adrihan

Environmental Coordinator

Office: (715) 392-7972 Mobile: (715) 817-0407

E-mail: amy.adrihan@dot.wi.gov 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation

1701 N 4th Street

Superior, WI  54880    
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Effect Determination for Federally Listed Species 
WDNR reviewed their Natural Heritage Inventory database on June 19, 2018. In that review, WDNR determined that 
there are no known NLEB maternity roost trees or known hibernacula within ¼ of the proposed project. 
 
Effect determination for other federally listed species identified in the Official Species List:  
 
 
Species Common Name 


 
 
Species Scientific Name 


 
Effect Determination 


 
 
Justification 


Canada Lynx Lynx canadensis No effect No tree clearing to occur 
within project.   


 


Gray Wolf Canis lupis No effect No tree clearing to occur within 
project. 


Northern long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis May Affect, Not Likely to 
Adversely Affect 


See notes above. 


 





		Division of Transportation System Development



























































  

 

Division of Transportation System Development 
Northwest Region   
Superior Office 
1701 N. 4th Street 
Superior, WI  54880-1068 

Scott Walker, Governor 
Dave Ross, Secretary 

wisconsindot.gov 
715-392-7925 

FAX:  715-392-7863 
nwr.dtsd@dot.wi.gov 

 
 

 

  

July 25, 2018 

 

  

 
 
 

Project IPaC Consultation Code: 
8461-00-00(70) 03E17000-2018-SLI-1121 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Effect Determination for Federally Listed Species 
WDNR reviewed their Natural Heritage Inventory database on June 19, 2018. In that review, WDNR determined that 
there are no known NLEB maternity roost trees or known hibernacula within ¼ of the proposed project. 
 
Effect determination for other federally listed species identified in the Official Species List:  
 
 
Species Common Name 

 
 
Species Scientific Name 

 
Effect Determination 

 
 
Justification 

Canada Lynx Lynx canadensis No effect No tree clearing to occur 
within project.   

 

Gray Wolf Canis lupis No effect No tree clearing to occur within 
project. 

Northern long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis May Affect, Not Likely to 
Adversely Affect 

See notes above. 
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FACTOR SHEET C-7 
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THREATENED, ENDANGERED and  
PROTECTED RESOURCES EVALUATION Wisconsin Department of Transportation 

 
Factor Sheet C-7 

 
Alternative 
Restoration 

Preferred 
 Yes      No      None Identified 

Project ID: 
8461-00-00 

 
Federal Resources 
 
1. Complete the following table using the Official Species List from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS). 
   

Date of Official Species List: June 20, 2018 
 
Document all species identified on Official Species List, including proposed species.  

 
Species 

Common Name 
Species 

Scientific Name 
Federal 
Status 

Effect 
Determination 

Justification/ 
Explanation 

Canada Lynx Lynx canadensis Threatened No effect No tree clearing to occur within 
project. 

Gray Wolf Canis lupus Endangered No effect No tree clearing to occur within 
project. 

Northern Long-
eared Bat 

Myotis 
septentrionalis 

Threatened May Affect, Not 
Likely to Adversely 
Affect 

No known maternity roost trees 
or known hibernacula within 1/4- 
mile of the project. 

                              
                              

 
2. Is there designated or proposed critical habitat in the vicinity of the project? 
 

 No  
 Yes – Describe critical habitat, proximity to project, and potential impacts to the critical habitat. 

 
      

 
3. Has Section 7 consultation with FWS been completed? 
 

 No – Explain:        
 Yes – Describe consultation efforts and conclusions: 

 
Section 7 consultation was completed through informal consultation using the 4(d) Rule streamlined consultation 

process for the Northern Long-eared Bat. 
 

4. Are avoidance, minimization or compensatory mitigation measures required? 
 

 No  
 Yes – Describe. Include commitments on Basic Sheet 8, Environmental Commitments. 

 
      

 
 

State Resources 
 

1. Are threatened or endangered species known to occur in the vicinity of the project? 
 

 None identified. 
 Yes – Complete the following table and include the date of the most recent NHI review by WDNR. 

 
  Date of Natural Heritage Inventory (NHI) database review: June 19, 2018 
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Species 
Common Name 

Species 
Scientific Name 

State 
Status 

Effect 
Determination 

Justification/ 
Explanation 

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus 

Endangered No effect Lack of suitable habitat within the 
project boundary. 

2. Has threatened and endangered resource coordination with WDNR been completed?

No – Explain:     
Yes – Attach and reference location in this document: 

The NHI database contains all current Rusty-Patched Bumblebee High Potential Zones in Wisconsin.  The NHI Portal 
was consulted for this project on 8/8/18, and it was deternined that this project does not intersect with a 
High Potential Zone.  Therefore, no impacts to the bee are anticipated.  

3. Are avoidance, minimization or compensatory mitigation measures required?

No 
Yes – Describe. Include commitments on Basic Sheet 8, Environmental Commitments. 

Other Protected Resources 

Bald and Golden Eagles 

1. Are bald and/or golden eagles known to occur in the vicinity of the project?

None identified. 
Yes 

No impact.  Lack of suitable habitat within the project boundary. 

2. Will there be adverse or beneficial effects on bald and/or golden eagles as a result of the project?

No – Explain:     
Yes – Describe general proximity to project and potential impacts: 

3. Has bald and golden eagle-related coordination with WDNR and/or FWS been completed?

No – Explain:     
Yes – Attach and reference location in this document: 

4. Are avoidance, minimization or compensatory mitigation measures required?

No 
Yes – Describe. Include commitments on Basic Sheet 8, Environmental Commitments. 

Migratory Birds 
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1. Are migratory birds known to occur in the vicinity of the project?

None identified. 
Yes 

2. Will there be adverse or beneficial effects on migratory birds as a result of the project?

No – Explain:  None identified. 
Yes – Describe general proximity to project and potential impacts: 

3. Has migratory bird-related coordination with WDNR and/or FWS been completed?

No – Explain:     
Yes – Attach and reference location in this document: 

4. Are avoidance, minimization or compensatory mitigation measures required?

No 
Yes – Describe. Include commitments on Basic Sheet 8, Environmental Commitments. 
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SECTION 4(f) AND 6(f) OR OTHER UNIQUE AREAS                     Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
 

Factor Sheet B-8 
     

Alternative 
Restoration 

Total Length of Center Line of Existing Roadway  0.00 
Length of This Alternative   0.00 

Preferred 
 Yes     No    None identified 

 
1.  Property Name:  Winter Depot 
 
2.  Location:  Village of Winter 
 
3.  Ownership or Administration:  Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
 
4.  Type of Resource: 
  Public Park.        
  Recreational lands.  
  Ice Age National Scenic Trail.  
  NRCS Wetland Reserve Program.   
  Wildlife Refuge.      
  Waterfowl Refuge. 
  Historic/Archaeological Site eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). 
  Other – Identify: 
 
5. Do FHWA requirements for section 4(f) apply to the project's use of the property? 
        No  -  Check all that apply: 

   Project is not federally funded. 
   No land will be acquired in fee or PLE and the alternative will not affect the use.  
   Property is not on or eligible for the NRHP.          
   Property is on or eligible for the NRHP however includes a de minimus effect finding.   
   Interstate Highway System Exemption. 
   Other - Explain: The project activities will occur on Section 4(f) protected lands owned by Wisconsin DNR.  

The use of the Section 4(f) protected lands is solely for the purpose of preserving and enhancing the activities, features, 
and attributes that qualify the lands for Section 4(f) protection.  The project qualifies for a Section 4(f) exemption per        
23 CFR 774.13 (g).  See Appendix D for Wisconsin DNR concurrence for the Section 4(f) exemption. 

 
  Yes - Check all that apply: 

    Indicate which of the Programmatic/Negative Declaration 4(f) Evaluation(s) applies.  
   Historic Bridge. 
   Park minor involvement. 
   Historic site minor involvement. 
   Independent bikeway or walkway. 
   Great River Road. 
   Net Benefit to Section 4(f) Property.  Explain:   _________________________ 
   Full 4(f) evaluation approved on      . 

 
6. Was special funding used to acquire the land or to make improvements on the property? 
        
       No  -  Special funding was not used for the acquisition of this property. 
       Yes:          

  s.6(f) LWCF (Formerly LAWCON).           
  Dingell-Johnson (D/J funds). 
  Pittman-Robertson (P/R funds). 
  Other – Describe: 

 
7.  Describe the significance of the property: 
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8. Describe the proposed alternative's effects on this property:
a. Describe any effects on or uses of land from the property.  For other areas, include or attach statements from 

officials having jurisdiction over the property which discusses the alternative’s effects on the property:  (A map, 
sketch, plan, or other graphic which clearly illustrates use of the property and the project's use and effects 
on the property must be included.)

b. Discuss the following alternatives and describe whether they are feasible and prudent and why:
1. Do nothing alternative.

2. Improvement without using the 4(f) lands.

3. Alternatives on new location.

9. Indicate which measures will be used to minimize adverse effects, mitigate for unavoidable adverse effects or
enhance beneficial effects:

Replacement of lands used with lands of reasonably equivalent usefulness and location, and of at least 
comparable value. 
The Small Conversion Policy for Lands Subject to Section 6(f) will be used. 
Replacement of facilities impacted by the project including sidewalks, paths, lights, trees, and other facilities. 
Restoration and landscaping of disturbed areas. 
Incorporation of design features and habitat features where necessary to reduce or minimize impacts to the section 
4(f) property. 
Payment of the fair market value of the land and improvement taken. 

   Improvements to the remaining 4(f) site equal to the fair market value of the land and improvements taken. 
Such additional or alternative mitigation measures determined necessary based on consultation with officials 
having jurisdiction.  The additional or alternative mitigation measures are listed or summarized below:

Property is a historic property or an archeological site.  The conditions or mitigation stipulations are listed or 
summarized below:

Other – Describe:

10. Briefly summarize the results of coordination with other agencies that were consulted about the project and
its effects on the property:

See Appendix D for Wisconsin DNR written concurrence for Section 4(f) exemption and Section 6(f) no impact.

The proposed project does not result in conversion of 6(f) protected LAWCON lands because it is a permissible
recreational amenity that enhances the property.  The proposed project will not impact any of the uses or amenities
provided by the Tuscobia Trail.  The project was cleared by WisDNR for 6(f) impacts on May 22, 2018.   WisDNR
determined that the project will benefit the public and includes no permanent above-ground infrastructure that impacts
recreational resources.
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