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WisDOT has had a Road Weather Information System in place since 1986, and continues to expand and enhance the information available through this system.  Designed to provide maintenance crews with the most accurate information about current and future weather conditions, WisDOT’s RWIS system includes:
· 65 weather and pavement condition sensors along state highways.
· Detailed weather forecasts via the Maintenance Decision Support System (MDSS).
· A winter storm warning service for WisDOT and county highway departments.
· Over 1,000 mobile infrared pavement temperature sensors on patrol trucks around the state.

WisDOT contracts with an RWIS consultant to manage its RWIS program. This onsite consultant serves as WisDOT’s staff meteorologist and RWIS program manager, and provides ongoing technical and administrative support for the state’s RWIS systems.

Major activities in WisDOT’s RWIS program this year included:
· Management of the MDSS, as well as attending three meetings of the MDSS Pooled Fund Technical Panel.
· Assisting with WisDOT’s AVL-GPS.
· Coordinating with Iteris on forecast services.
· Performing an annual weather forecast verification study, monthly interim reports, and monitoring comments from counties using the service.
· Providing MDSS and RWIS training for regional operations staff, the STOC, and county highway departments.
· Overseeing maintenance and repair of the department’s RWIS equipment.
· Managing WisDOT’s rest area weather program.
· Representing WisDOT on the Aurora Program board.

In addition, the RWIS program manager works to coordinate WisDOT’s RWIS activities within Wisconsin and with other state and national agencies, including:
· Coordinating activities with the National Weather Service.
· Participating in national RWIS initiatives, such as MADIS.
· Providing RWIS presentations to WisDOT groups and agencies outside WisDOT.

Other ongoing services provided by the RWIS program manager include:
· Managing contracts for weather forecast and winter storm warning services, and for system maintenance.
· Coordinating use of Winter Severity Index data as an accurate tool to measure the relative severity of winter seasons and researching a potential new winter severity index based on MDSS data.
· Establishing a plan for replacement of aging infrastructure, such as roadside towers and television monitors at rest areas.
· Ongoing assessment of new RWIS technology.
· RWIS program management (budgeting, billing, planning, etc.).
· Developing enhanced methods of data display using GIS technology.
